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PREFACE 



T HIS volume has for object to provide a book of 
spiritual readings or a series of meditations for 
Eastertide. 

The “ Summaries for Meditation ” — drawn up according 
to the Ignatian method — may be useful to those who 
desire to use this book for their daily meditations. The 
“ Preludes " and “ Colloquies ” are merely suggestive, but 
they may be useful, when the mind has to be forced into 
a given groove. 

None can come between the creature and its Creator 
in the matter of prayer, since God asks for the spontane- 
ous outpouring of the soul. But when the Christian walks 
in terra deserta et in via inaquosa, or is a novice in the 
science of the Saints — in meditation — a few suggestions 
which furnish subjects for petitions may be welcome. 
Such aids to devotion must be taken or left at each person's 
discretion. 

The Author has endeavoured to bring these sacred 
subjects before her readers as practically and realistically 
as possible — to let them see these events as they probably 
occurred — and at the same time, to refrain from freely 
indulging in pure conjectures. To this end, the 11 side 
lights" of topography and Jewish customs have been 
thrown on the Gospel narratives as far as possible. Minute 
exegetical notes and controversial subjects have been ex- 
cluded, as out of place in a purely devotional work. 

In some chapters, the Author has drawn a few para- 
graphs from her “ Catholic Scripture Manuals," since the 
same facts had to be recorded. 

This volume takes up the thread of the Author's 
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previous work, Looking on Jesus , the Lamb of God, which 
treats of the last six months of our Blessed Lord’s Life. 
This present work deals only with His Risen Life upon 
earth — with the events of “ the Great Forty Days ” ; all 
considerations touching the Paraclete and the progress of 
the Church are reserved for another volume. 

MADAME CECILIA. 



January I, 1914. 



xii 



Digitized by 



Google 




CONTENTS 



CHAP. 

L " That was a Great Sabbath-day ” . 

II. The Great Sabbath in the Palaces of Sion 

III. The Great Sabbath in the Temple 

IV. Prodigies connected with the Resurrection 

of Jesus 

V. "Sitting over against the Sepulchre" 

VI. The Resurrection of Jesus .... 

VII. Jesus appears to His Blessed Mother 

VIII. The Angels appear to the Holy Women . 

IX. Sr. Peter and St. John visit the Sepulchre 

X. Jesus appears to St. Mary Magdalene 

XI. Jesus appears to the Holy Women . 

XII. The Apparition to St. Peter 

XIII. The Disciples of Emmaus (I) 

XIV. The Disciples of Emmaus (II) 

XV. The Apparition to the Disciples on Easter 

Evening 

XVI. The Institution of the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance 

XVII. The Apparition of the Risen Saviour to 

St. Thomas 

XVIII. Jesus appears to the Seven Disciples at the 

Sea of Tiberias 

XIX. The Miraculous Draught of Fishes . 

XX. The Primacy conferred upon St. Peter 

XXI. Jesus predicts the Martyrdom of St. Peter 

xiii 



Digitized by 



Google 



PACK 

I 

18 

3i 

46 

59 

70 

82 

93 

no 

121 

136 

147 

156 

168 

181 

195 

204 

217 

229 

240 

254 




From the Sepulchre to the Throne 

CHAP. PAGE 

XXII. Christ's Commission to His Apostles (I) 268 

XXIII. Christ's Commission to His Apostles (II) 280 

XXIV. Jesus leads His Disciples out to Mount 

Olivet 292 

XXV. The Ascension of our Lord . . . 304 

XXVI. The Apparition of two Angels to the 

Disciples 315 

XXVII. The Ministering Women (I) 326 

XXVIII. The Ministering Women (II) . . . 340 

XXIX. " Persevering in Prayer with Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus " 354 

XXX. The Day of Atonement in the Temple . 366 

XXXI. “A High Priest over the House of God ” 385 

XXXII. “ Christ is the Head of the Church " . 399 

XXXIII. “ He Sitteth at the Right Hand of God " 412 



xiv 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




ILLUSTRATIONS 



The Resurrection 

Apparition of the Angels to the Holy 
Women ...... 

Jesus appears to St. Mary Magdalene . 
Our Lord appears to St. Thomas . 

The Ascension 

A High Priest over the House of God . 



Frontispiece 

Fmcing p. 96 
122 
204 

3fH 

366 



XV 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




Digitized by 




FROM THE SEPULCHRE TO 
THE THRONE 



i 

“THAT WAS A GREAT SABBATH-DAY ” ‘ 

11 1 will wait for God, my Saviour.” — Mich e as vii. 7. 

“ You do well to attend, as to a light that shineth in a dark 
place until the day dawn and the Day Star arise in your hearts.” — 
2 St. Pet. i. 19. 

S T. JOHN, referring to the Sabbath which followed 
the day of our Lord's Crucifixion, writes: 44 That 
was a great Sabbath-day." It was, in fact, the 
greatest and most solemn Sabbath of the Jewish year, 
since it fell within the Paschal Octave. 

The Evangelists give no account of what took place on 
the Sabbath, during which Christ rested in the garden 
tomb. We know that the disciples of Christ respected 
the Sabbath rest, for we read in the third Gospel that 44 the 
women who were come with Him from Galilee, following 
after (sc. the dead Body of Jesus) saw the sepulchre, and 
how the body was laid . . . and on the Sabbath-day they 
rested, according to the commandment." 

We may also infer that on this Sabbath, the guards were 
sent to keep watch at the sepulchre, since St. Matthew 
records that on 44 the next day, which followed the day of 
preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees " went to 

1 St. John xix. 31. 
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Pilate and petitioned him for a guard. Nothing else of the 
events of that great and ever-memorable Sabbath-day is 
recorded, doubtless because no special incident occurred. 

Yet how we should like to know something about the 
thoughts and sentiments of Christ’s friends and foes during 
those hours of prescribed rest and worship ! Can we 
glean nothing from the pages of Holy Writ ? Can we not 
read between the lines, and judge fairly accurately of then- 
dispositions, from our knowledge of the respective char- 
acters of the Apostles and disciples, and of our Divine 
Master’s foes ? Also, seeing that we are conversant with 
the way in which the Jews spent their Sabbaths, can we 
not fill in certain details without rashly venturing into the 
realms of pure conjecture ? 

Let us reverently make the attempt. Thus, during the 
hours of the Easter vigil, while we wait for the Resurrec- 
tion of God our Saviour, for the “ Light that shineth in a 
dark place,” our souls will find spiritual nourishment 
“ until the day dawn and the Day Star arise ” in our souls. 
Let us try to reconstitute the memorable scenes that must 
have taken place on that “ great Sabbath-day.” By 
study, devout meditation, and prayerful contemplation, we 
may thus, in some feeble measure, be allowed to 

“ Turn back the veil, and see the world as when 
The Master walked ; 

Delve into the hearts of men, to whom 
The Master talked ; 

Mark deep the hush of Nature as 
The Master slept ; 

Tremble with those for whom 
The Master wept.” 1 

The Evangelists are explicit and unanimous as regards 
the iay on which our Redeemer was crucified. We will 
examine their testimony. 

1 Daniel T. Kissam. 
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“ That was a Great Sabbath-day ” 

St. Matthew, after having related the burial of Christ, 
and how “ Mary Magdalene and the other Mary ” for a 
time remained sitting over against the sepulchre,” goes on 
to explain that “ the next day , which followed the prepara- 
tion** 1 the chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate to ask 
him that a guard might be sent to keep watch at the tomb. 

St. Mark confirms St. Matthew’s statement and, ac- 
cording to his custom, translates the Hebrew word (Para- 
sceve) for the benefit of his Gentile readers. The second 
Evangelist gives the note of time thus clearly : “ And 
when evening was now come (because it was the Parasceve — 
that is, the day before the Sabbath), Joseph of Arimathea . . . 
went in boldly to Pilate and begged the body of Jesus.” 2 
St. Luke writes : “ It was the day of the Parasceve (i.e. on 
which Christ was crucified and buried), and the Sabbath 
drew near.” 2 

St. John confirms the testimony of his fellow-Evangelists 
when he says it was ” by reason of the Parasceve of the fews,** 
that “ they laid Jesus ” in Joseph’s tomb, “ because the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand.” 4 

Now we know that the Jews reckoned their Sabbath 
from sunset to sunset. Jewish teachers traced this custom 
to the oft-recurring words found in the first chapter of 
Genesis. " And the evening and the morning were the first 
(second, third, &c.) day.” They remarked the inversion 
and concluded that the Creator ceased His work of Creation 
at sunset, and explained that, in consequence, the day 
began at eventide. 

According to the tradition generally accepted, Jesus was 
crucified on the 15th of Nisan, the first month of the Jewish 
year. Nisan corresponds approximately to our month of 
April, and, at the Paschal season, sunset occurs in Jerusalem 
just about 6 p.m. Jesus expired at three o’clock on Good 
Friday. The darkness which enveloped the earth “ from 

1 St. Matt, xxvii. 62. • St. Mark xv. 42-3. 

* St. Luke xxiii. 54. 4 St. John xix. 42. 
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the sixth until the ninth hour ” again gave place to light 
after the earthquake was over. Nature had recorded her 
protest against the awful crime of deicide, which puny, 
sinful man had been permitted to perpetrate. Jesus was 
already dead when, at the request of the Jews, the soldiers 
proceeded to despatch the two thieves, whose agony was 
still prolonged. St. John explains the rulers’ motive in 
thus petitioning Pilate : “ It was the Parasceve,” and “ the 
bodies might not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath- 
day (for that was a great Sabbath-day).” 1 

Therefore, without delay, they were taken down. The 
Roman soldiers contemptuously flung the dead bodies of 
the thieves into a trench near by. Meanwhile, Joseph and 
Nicodemus were anointing the dead Body of Christ. 

When, to the great relief of the Blessed Mother of God 
and the disciples, the Roman soldiers, carrying the ladders, 
ropes, and hammers, had left Calvary, we may presume 
that those disciples of Christ, who had previously “ stood 
afar off” ventured to approach. From St. Luke we 
learn that the ministering women followed Jesus to the 
tomb. 

Who can measure the sorrow which filled their souls as 
they turned away from the tomb which contained their 
Lord ? The stone had been rolled up to the entrance ; 
the Sabbath was now close at hand. The second signal 
would shortly be given from the House of the Lord, and 
the blasts of the trumpets would announce that the Sabbath 
rest had begun. Fittingly did the trumpet sound towards 
three o’clock on that holy day, when Jesus redeemed His 
people, for the trumpet is a symbol of kingly and divine 
power, both physical and spiritual, and Jesus had just won 
the victory over Death and Sin. 

The ministering women hastened towards the city. 
Some appear to have reached their homes before sunset, 
for St. Luke refers to their having " prepared spices and 
1 St. John xix. 31-2. 
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“ That was a Great Sabbath-day ” 

ointments,” after which they “ rested/* i.e. they purchased 
the spices and began to prepare them on the sixth day, 
before the beginning of the Sabbath. They commenced 
their labour of love on the Parasceve, just before sunset, 
and they finished their preparations for anointing Jesus 
on the following day after sunset. Although Nicodemus 
had generously contributed one hundred pounds of spices, 
yet the ministering women longed to add their more modest 
offering. Others of their company — at least two, if not 
more — “ remained sitting over against the sepulchre/* 
Thus we may contemplate St. Mary Magdalene and " the 
other Mary ” — the mother of James and John — sitting in 
silent grief, looking at the sepulchre which contained the 
dead Body of Him, whom they so loved and to whose service 
they had devoted themselves and their possessions. 

Let us follow the holy women as they hasten home to 
prepare their spices. It is a spring evening, towards the 
hour of sunset. All nature teems with signs of life — the 
barley-fields are ripe unto the sickle ; the ears of wheat 
are rapidly filling out ; the fig-trees are in full blossom, 
and the flowers are budding. Jesus is dead and buried, 
the darkness and the earthquake are over, and Nature 
has resumed her wonted garb. Little these sorrowful 
disciples of Christ trouble about their surroundings. Deep 
grief blinds us to our environment, or if, by chance, we 
take note of it, there is so often a jarring sense of the dis- 
cord arising from what we see around, and the pangs we 
are suffering interiorly. 

Jerusalem is crowded with pilgrims. In every house 
the Sabbath lamp is now burning brightly. Crowds of 
people, dressed in festal robes, throng the streets. The 
vast multitudes of worshippers, who have just left the 
Temple, are returning to their respective dwellings. For 
both the Temple and the city gates close at sunset, and 
some of the pilgrims have their tents pitched on the slopes 
of Olivet and in the other suburbs of the Holy City. More- 
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over, sunset is quite dose, and all devout Jews take care 
not to be more than a Sabbath-day's journey from their 
homes when the trumpets sound forth the second signal. 
On their way home, the holy women purchase the spices 
needed for the ointments they propose to prepare. They 
reach their dwellings ; there, perchance, other followers 
of Jesus have remained hidden, and the eye-witnesses of the 
Crucifixion and Burial of Jesus are asked to tell the story 
of His Passion. We know how touching are the written 
records of the Passion ; how often emotion prevents a 
preacher from continuing his theme. What, then, must 
have been the story of the Passion when related by an eye- 
witness ! Friends press them to take food ; they feel no 
need of it, though the customary mourners' “ consolation 
meal " has been prepared by some neighbour. This meal 
consisted of bread, eggs, and lentils (the last mentioned 
being a symbol of death). Their one thought is for their 
Master ; in spirit they are with Him in the tomb. 

But, hark ! The trumpet sounds again — the Sabbath 
has begun — and 4 4 they rested according to the command- 
ment." Throughout those long hours they meditated on 
the last sufferings and words of Jesus and mourned for 
Him, as far as the Jewish customs permitted informal 
lamentation for the dead on the Sabbath. 

Meanwhile, Mary Magdalene and her companion have 
heard the trumpets announcing the commencement of 
the Sabbath. Yes “ the great Sabbath " has begun its 
course. God, after creating man on the sixth day of the 
week, “ rested on the seventh day from all His work which 
He had done ; " 1 in like manner, Jesus, having uttered 
His blessed “ Consummatum est," and redeemed fallen 
humanity, rested from His labours. On this great Sabbath 
— the last of the Old Covenant — the sacrifices ceased to 
have a prophetic meaning, for the types and prophecies 
which foreshadowed and announced the Atonement had 

1 Gen. ii. I . 
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“That was a Great Sabbath-day” 

all been fulfilled. Never will there be another Sabbath 
so great, so full of blessings for the human race. 

We can picture Mary Magdalene as she sits gazing upon 
the tomb. What a yearning sorrow is hers! All light 
and hope has, for the time being, gone out of her life. 
Jesus, her All, is dead. She has seen Him cruelly tortured 
— done to death before her eyes, and she was powerless to 
prevent men from insulting her loved Master. She could 
but kneel at His pierced feet and pour out her repentant 
love, and, as she knelt there, lo, the Precious Blood had 
trickled down upon her garments! The penitent, who 
had bedewed His Sacred feet with her tears, was bedewed 
with His atoning Blood. Silent, speechless, and heart- 
broken, Mary Magdalene watches and weeps at the 
sepulchre. Mary, the mother of James and John, sits beside 
her. Does she realise now what she had asked for when 
she petitioned that her two sons might be respectively on 
Christ’s right and left when He should enter into His 
Kingdom ? Surely the words of the Redeemer to her 
sons would have flashed back to her mind and have stood 
out in their true significance : “ Can you drink of the 
chalice that I drink of ? ” and in that dark hour of appar- 
ent failure and ruined hopes, her mother’s heart would 
have involuntarily framed the petition “ God forbid ! ” 
Mary, the mother of James and John, had looked to Jesus 
of Nazareth as the Messias of Israel. Ardent, devoted 
and loving, she and her sons had thrown in their lot with 
that of Jesus. Now the awful blow has fallen, and she 
suffers for herself and her sons. We can conjecture that 
she was glad that John, her son, had been brave enough 
to stand by the cross. — No other Apostle had been so 
courageous. 

But there are others waiting on the great Sabbath-day 
in the Valley of the Shadow, numerous disciples and the 
eleven Apostles, whose Messianic hopes have been so ruth- 
lessly trampled upon. It must needs be so, for the depth 
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of the shadow will give greater relief to the light when the 
Day Star shall arise in those stricken hearts — it is ever 
darkest before dawn ! 

Where is St. Peter ? Since he rushed forth from the 
court of the high priest, we have heard nothing more about 
him, except that he was overcome with sorrow for his 
triple denial. What bitter reproaches filled his soul! 
Where did he go ? Probably to some dwelling where he 
would be out of sight of his Master’s foes. Peter loved 
Jesus with all the ardour of his soul. True, in an hour of 
weakness, in a moment of panic, and “ fear which is nothing 
else but a yielding-up of the succours from thought,” Peter 
had denied his Master, but when better thoughts prevailed, 
when the sweet, calm, reproachful glance of Jesus fell 
upon him, what a revulsion it worked in the fallen Apostle’s 
soul ! 

The “ succours of thought ” have returned, grace has 
touched his soul, and now, through the long Sabbath hours, 
Peter — the model of all true penitents — weeps bitterly. 
According to an old tradition, he stole, under cover of dark- 
ness, to the blessed Mother of God, in order to accuse himself 
and seek her help. In all probability, the Apostles found 
refuge in the Cenacle — the traditional home of Mary, the 
mother of St. Mark. Contemplate the Eleven during these 
hours of rest. What terrible memories, bitter reproaches, 
and sad forebodings overwhelm their souls ! They sit 
there, now in silence, stunned, paralysed with grief, now 
exchanging a few words with one another. They are 
ashamed of their cowardice, each and all. Thomas re- 
members how he had once generously said to his fellow- 
disciples : “ Let us also go that we may die with him ,” 1 
and undoubtedly he was in earnest at the time. What a 
gulf separated the resolution from its fulfilment ! 

There is St. Andrew, who had brought Peter, his brother, 
to Jesus. How grieved he is over Peter’s denial and his 

1 St. John xi. 1 6. 
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own cowardice ! All the Eleven had forsaken Jesus and 
fled when He was arrested. Now the " little flock," whom 
the Good Shepherd loves so tenderly, are cowering together 
in that upper room, trembling for their own safety, and 
overwhelmed with the awful memories of their Master’s 
Crucifixion. Jesus, their All-in- All, has died on the cross 
— His dislocated, mangled, inanimate Body lies in the rock- 
tomb. All their Messianic hopes are interred with Him, 
for, according to the Rabbinical teaching, the Messias 
could not die — therefore, they have been mistaken. 
Jesus was indeed a holy prophet, powerful in word and work, 
but not the Redeemer of Israel. Thus these heartbroken, 
loving Apostles foolishly reason, for they still love their 
dead Master, though all hope of ever seeing Him again is 
extinguished in their souls. In truth, “ on that great 
Sabbath when they sat and communed thus," the doors 
being shut for fear of the Jews, “ as yet they knew not the 
Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead ." 1 

In their sorrow, perhaps the thought of their own future 
comes before them now and again. What can they do but 
return to Galilee as the discredited disdples of the Nazarene, 
who has been crucified ? The mission which they had 
fondly imagined to be theirs, seems to have completely 
vanished. Nothing remains for them but to take up the 
old strands of life, to go back to their boats and nets and, 
as best they could, bear the brunt of the world’s ridicule 
and the grief of their disappointed hopes. 

Now that Jesus is dead, how bitterly they reproach them- 
selves for having begrudged Him the precious ointment 
which Mary Magdalene, in her love and clearer foresight, 
had lavished upon their Lord ! He had said on hearing 
their murmurs : “ Let her alone ... for she, in pouring 
this ointment upon My body, hath done it for My burial ." 1 
Now they blame themselves for not having grasped His 
prophetic words literally. They had had so little insight 

1 St. John xx. io. * St. Matt. xxvi. 12. 
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into His anguish of soul, so little sympathy with His fears 1 
How they regret this now ! How could they have been 
so foolish as not to understand that He really was to die 
the death of a criminal ? Then they think of Judas, the 
son of perdition. Yes, Jesus, their Master, had actually 
been betrayed by one of themselves — sold for the price 
of a common slave. What base treachery ! Yet when 
Peter thinks of his threefold denial of Christ, and weeps 
bitterly for sorrow, he dare not launch out in invective 
against the traitor. Had Peter not sinned thus, how 
loudly he would have expressed his indignation, but ex- 
perience of his own frailty has humbled the penitent 
Apostle. All had forsaken Christ and fled from Gethse- 
mani, leaving Him in the hands of His cruel captors. 
John alone, sustained by our Blessed Mother, had had the 
courage to stand by the cross of Jesus. Doubtless the 
Eleven had heard of Judas' awful end ; they shuddered 
when they remembered that the Eternal Truth had spoken 
of him as “ the son of perdition.” They pitied the fallen 
Apostle, and thought of him as one, who had been more 
sorely tempted than themselves. 

Looking back to the mighty deeds of Jesus, how inex- 
plicable it seemed that He should have allowed His enemies 
to arrest Him ! How often, on previous occasions. He 
had passed unscathed through their midst ! Thus the 
desolate Apostles wonder, query, pray, and lament through- 
out the long hours of that memorable Sabbath, while they 
tremble for their own safety at every unexpected noise. 
Mourn on, blessed Apostles, for your loved Lord. “ In 
the evening, weeping shall have place, and in the morning 
gladness.” Though now indeed you have sorrow, “ Jesus 
has promised that He will see you again.” Though He 
tarry, wait for Him, and when He comes, then indeed 
‘ your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man shall take 
from you.” 

Let us now turn our thoughts to our Immaculate Mother. 

10 
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Where did she pass that great Sabbath-day ? In the 
dwelling of St. John, probably in Jerusalem. We know 
that after our Saviour had commended His Holy Mother 
to St. John, the beloved disciple took her to his own (sc. 
home). We cannot press the words “ from that hour,” 
for neither our Blessed Mother nor St. John would have 
quitted Calvary before Jesus had expired, nor would they 
have left the other disciples to bury Him. We do not know 
exactly whither St. John conducted our Lady. Perhaps 
to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, who dwelt 
on Mount Sion. An ancient tradition states that it was 
in this house that Jesus celebrated the Holy Eucharist . 1 

The beloved disciple led the Mother of Sorrows away, 
after the sacred Body of Jesus had been laid to rest. When 
the stone had been rolled over the entrance to the sepulchre, 
Mary, carrying the precious blood-stained crown of thorns 
left the garden with her adopted son. They passed by 
Calvary, and we may presume that the Mother of Jesus 
adored the Precious Blood, which had trickled down the 
tree of shame and bedewed the earth below. She gazed 
at that infamous gibbet, infamous in the eyes of the world, 
for her a sacred altar upon which her Son had agonised, 
from which He had reigned. How men would honour that 
cross in ages to come ! Now it stands out sheer against 
the darkening lurid sky. The Son of Man has been lifted 
up. Henceforth He will draw all men to Him. Mary 
knows this, and the knowledge is her consolation ; she 
knows, too, that He will rise again. Still, she is but human, 
and her soul has been pierced with sorrows, such as no 
creature's soul ever has or ever will be pierced with, for 
Mary was immaculate, and consequently she experienced 
a horror of sin, of which sinful creatures can form no con- 
ception. She realised, too, so fully, the dignity of her 
Divine Son. When the recognition of this truth was 



1 See Looking on Jesus, the Lamb of God, ch. xxxvii. p. 325, 
ed. 1912. 
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obscured in the souls of the Apostles, it was clearly present 
to Mary. The disciples of Jesus saw Him suffer and they 
mourned over the tortures inflicted on “ the Man Christ 
Jesus,” but they did not then think of Him as God. Mary 
knew that her Son was God, and to the awful torture of 
seeing her child crucified, was added that of knowing that 
these fiendish insults and sufferings were inflicted on the 
Incarnate Son of God. 

Doubtless Mary craved privacy, that she might strengthen 
her soul by prayer and mourn for her first-born. St. John, 
respecting her wish, would have left her alone, knowing 
how impotent words of consolation were to assuage the grief 
of the Mother of Sorrows. There could be no formal 
lamentation over the Death of Jesus. The “ Shibah,” or 
seven days’ ceremonial mourning which invariably followed 
the burial could not take place, for it was the “ great 
Sabbath-day,” and on the seventh day, none might inau- 
gurate the Shibah. Again, Jesus had been executed as a 
criminal, and for such no public mourning was permitted. 
But on the third day, Jesus was to rise — no seven days’ 
mourning would be needed, nor even commenced for Him, 
who had triumphed over death. 

Yet we can well conceive that some of the Apostles or 
disciples would try to say a few words of sympathy to the 
bereaved Mother who was mourning for her first-bom. 
She would admit them and hear from them, as they de- 
parted, the familiar formula : “ May the Almighty comfort 
you among all the mourners of Sion and Jerusalem.” 
Then, perhaps, St. John returned from the sepulchre with 
his own mother and Mary Magdalene. St. Peter, too, 
visited our Lady, according to an ancient tradition. Thus 
in silent grief, prayer, and waiting for the dawn, Mary, the 
Mother of Sorrows, spent that great Sabbath. She knew 
the first day of the week would restore Jesus to her, mean- 
while she consoled His afflicted disciples, and, full of faith 
and hope, waited for God, her Saviour, for the hour of His 
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uprising from the tomb. If, as it must needs have been, 
desolation overwhelmed her pure soul as she thought over 
the Passion of Jesus, if the acute sensation of loneliness— 
which ever follows the death of our loved ones — inundated 
her pure soul, nevertheless, the hope of the Resurrection 
upheld her during those dark hours passed in the Valley 
of the Shadows. As we kneel in spirit before Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, the Queen of Martyrs, let us salute her in 
the words of St. Elizabeth : “ Blessed art thou among 
women . . . Blessed art thou that hast believed, because 
those things shall be accomplished, that were spoken to 
thee by the Lord . 1 Though Jesus, thy Son, lies in the 
icy embrace of death. He will rise again to 1 reign in the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end.* ” 

Where were Lazarus and Martha — the friends of Jesus — 
during the hours when the awful drama of the Passion was 
being enacted ? We know that Lazarus had incurred the 
enmity of the chief priests, first, because he was a living 
witness to the mighty power of Jesus of Nazareth, and, 
secondly, “ because many of the Jews by reason of him 
(i.e. Lazarus) went away and believed in Jesus ; ” hence the 
chief priests, when they decided to kill Jesus, “ thought to 
kill Lazarus also .” 2 Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, was 
even in greater danger than the Eleven, for we do not read 
of any formal proceedings being set on foot against them- 
They ran the risk of an informal arrestation in Gethsemani, 
but when the rulers had wreaked their vengeance on the 
Prophet of Galilee, His handful of illiterate disciples were 
apparently simply treated with contempt, until such time 
as they went forth boldly to preach the Resurrection of 
Christ. Doubtless, Lazarus was in some place of safety, 
hiding from his enemies, and we may conjecture that 
Martha, who may have been an eye-witness of the Passion, 
or who certainly had heard many details of our Lord’s 
1 St. Luke i. 45 and 32. * St. John xii. 9-10. 
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Death from her sister, Mary Magdalene, would have taken 
care to inform her brother of all that had happened. 
Overwhelmed with grief, Lazarus mourned for his “ Friend ” 
and Saviour. The knowledge that the hatred of the rulers 
had been intensified, and the execution of their vengeance 
precipitated by his having been raised to life, and that thus, 
indirectly, he himself had been the proximate occasion of 
Jesus' Death, must have pierced Lazarus’ soul as he thought 
over the awful sufferings of our Lord. How deeply 
Lazarus realised that Jesus had died for him ! — because 
He had worked a miracle for him ! 

How well Lazarus remembered that illness — the last 
agony! How vividly the recollections crowded into his 
memory — that moment when, restored to life, he found 
himself lying swathed in his tomb — how he had come forth 
in the light of day — the majestic features of his Saviour — 
the awe depicted on the countenances of all who stood 
around that grave! He remembered, too, how kindly 
hands had loosed his bands, how he had fallen at the feet 
of Jesus, the Master's loving embrace, the return home, 
and the feast given in Jesus' honour. During that supper, 
Jesus had spoken of His own Death and burial, but, like 
the Apostles, Lazarus had not taken the words literally. 
Now, Jesus his Deliverer, lies in the garden tomb, and IBs 
lacerated Body bore witness to the torments of the scourg- 
ing and the Crucifixion. Could not He who raised Lazarus 
have foiled those who sought His own life ? Why, then, 
did He not use His Power ? But no. He allowed Himself 
to be “ led as a lamb to the slaughter." As such thoughts 
passed through Lazarus' mind, we can well conceive that 
the words rose to his trembling lips ; “ Would to God that 
He had never recalled me to earth, since this miracle has 
cost Him His life ! " 

Thus Lazarus, like the ministering women and the 
Apostles, foolishly reasoned. All Christ’s disciples, so 
" slow of heart to believe all things " which the prophets 
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and even Christ, their Master had spoken, failed to grasp 
the consoling truth of the Resurrection; they believed 
indeed that all men would “ rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day/' and doubtless they accepted our Lord’s 
predictions concerning His Resurrection as references to 
the general resurrection. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, alone 
understood the real meaning of her Son’s words. She 
believed firmly that He would rise on the third day. 

There were other disciples of Jesus who, on that great 
Sabbath-day, mourned for Him, whom they had accepted 
as the Messias who should redeem Israel. In the Galilean 
tents set up on the slopes of Olivet for the accommodation 
of the pilgrims from the north, many disciples mourned 
bitterly for Him, whom on Palm Sunday, they had 
acclaimed with their joyous Hosannas. That was only six 
days ago, but how much longer it seemed ! So many things 
had taken place between that first day of the week and 
the great Sabbath day. How much they would have to 
relate when they returned home ! How their festal gar- 
ments and the enforced joyful note of the Sabbath feast 
jarred upon them ! Some dared not manifest their grief 
for fear of running any risks as the followers of Jesus of 
Nazareth ; others, who loved Him sincerely, could not re- 
strain their feelings. Had He not blessed their children, 
fed them in the desert, healed their sick and raised their 
dead ? Had He not spoken to them, as no man had ever 
spoken ? 

Never again in the history of our earth will there be such 
groups of sorrow-stricken, despairing souls since Christ, 
having delivered up Himself once for us, dieth no more, 
“ death shall no more have dominion over Him .” 1 

What lessons may we learn from these faithful mourners, 
so full of love and yet so weak In faith ? Perhaps the most 
salient lesson is that men’s darkest hours are planned or 
permitted by our merciful Heavenly Father, and that, 
1 Rom. vi. 9. 
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however dark and desolate the long night of sorrow may 
be, yet we “ do well to attend,” “ to wait patiently,” for 
by faith we know that all must come right in the end. 
Sooner or later, for every faithful disciple of Christ who 
waits for God his Saviour, the Light will shine in a dark 
place, the day will dawn, the Day Star will arise in his 
heart. Yes, even when he mourns those dearest to him, 
he knows, by faith, that he has but parted from them in 
time's brief day, to meet them again on the shores of 
eternity. 

Another lesson stands out clearly in relief, namely, that 
by our want of faith, we increase the weight of our cross. 
Our dear Lady suffered on this great Sabbath as no other 
human being ever has or can, but in her lonely and desolate 
soul, pierced by the sword, the lamp of hope burned brightly. 
She knew her Divine Son would rise again on the third day. 
The weeping women and the griefstricken Apostles had no 
hope, consequently their burden seemed intolerable. Let 
us learn from their error to be wiser ; to trust our Saviour 
and to make our own the triumphant cry of heroic courage 
uttered by holy Job : “ Although He should kill me, I 
will trust in Him, . . . and He shall be my Saviour .” 1 



SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude . — Contemplate the various groups of mourners 
on that great Sabbath-day — the holy women, Mary Mag- 
dalene, the Apostles, our blessed Mother, Lazarus, the faithful 
Galilean disciples. 

Second Prelude . — Ask for the grace of a firm faith in Christ's 
promises, that we may never mourn as those who have no 
hope. 

First Point . — Jesus is in the tomb. The Jewish Sabbatical 
customs are duly observed by the faithful followers of Christ. 
The ministering women quit the garden, purchase their spices, 
and return to their homes. Mary Magdalene also leaves the 

1 Job xiii. 15. 
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sepulchre with the other Mary. How deep is her yearning 
sorrow, her passionate grief for her Lord, on that great 
Sabbath ! 

Second Point , — The Apostles assemble in the Cenacle. 
They fear and tremble for themselves. They reproach them- 
selves with having deserted their Master. They mourn for 
Him with a despairing sorrow. 

Third Point. — Mary, the Mother of Jesus, repasses in the 
bitterness of her soul all the tortures of the Crucifixion. The 
image of her Divine Son — dead in the tomb — is ever before 
her. She knows that He will rise again. Hers is a hopeful, 
trusting , loving sorrow. 

Colloquy,— Pray for grace to believe the promises of Jesus, 
your Master, to hope against hope. Ask that in your dark 
hours you may cling more firmly than ever to them. Ask 
pardon for past diffidences and discouragements. Pray for 
a hopeful, loving submission to God in all your trials of 
mind, body, or estate. Intercede for those who are in sorrow 
or bereavement. Ask our Lady to intercede for them and 
for you. 



*7 
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II 



THE GREAT SABBATH IN THE PALACES 
OF SION 

Jesus’ Foes: Herod Antipas, Pilate, and Caiphas 

“ They rejoiced against Me. . . . They said : Well done ; well 
done ; our eyes have seen it.” — Ps. xxiv. 15. 

“ The sinners in Sion are afraid, trembling hath seized upon the 
hypocrites.” — Isa. xxxiii. 14. 

W E have contemplated the friends of Jesus as 
they mourned for Him in the bitterness of 
their souls on that great Sabbath-day : let 
us now turn our thoughts to the enemies of Jesus, to 
Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate, and Caiphas with his 
kinsmen and friends. What were their sentiments on 
this memorable Sabbath, and where did they spend it ? 

The three rulers who sat in judgment upon Jesus, all 
dwelt on the mountain south-west of the Temple. This 
district was known as the Upper City in the time of Christ, 
and “ Sion ” was the name then given to the Lower City 
on the southern slopes of the Temple Mount. Since the 
fourth century, however, the name “ Sion ” has been given 
to the south-western part of Jerusalem both by Jews and 
Christians . 1 

1 " Sion has been supposed by Robinson, Williams, Lewin, and 
De Vogu6 to be identical with the Upper City of Josephus — the hill 
traditionally called ‘ Sion ’ since the fourth century. Colonel 
Warren, on the other hand, identifies Sion with Akra, and supposes 
it to have been north of the Tyropoeon Valley, while Fergusson 
identifies it with the Temple Hill. Captain Condor while placing 
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Let us take our stand upon the magnificent bridge which 
spans the Tyropceon Valley, connecting the eastern with 
the higher western hill — the Lower with the Upper City. 
This bridge was built long before the kingly builder — Herod 
the Great — beautified the Holy City, for, over it, Pompey 
passed when he profaned the Temple of God. It is a 
colossal structure, fifty-one feet wide, standing upon five 
arches, of which the span of each measures forty-two feet, 
while the massive piers, which support them, rise one hun- 
dred and twenty feet from the depths of the ravine. 

What a train of associations, sacred and historic, what a 
crowd of feelings, joyous and sorrowful, press upon us as 
we gaze upon this noble bridge ! Many a time in days 
gone by have the kings of Juda marched across it in solemn 
splendour to pay their vows to Jehovah in His Temple. 
Many a time has Jesus our Redeemer crossed this bridge ; 
but a few hours ago, He who now lies in His tomb was led 
over it — a captive guarded by the Roman soldiers, as they 
hurried Him to the palace of the High Priest on Mount 
Sion. We look forward some thirty years and a vision 
rises before us — we see Titus standing upon the shattered 
arch, appealing to the defenders of Sion to lay down their 
arms and accept the yoke of Rome, while behind him the 
flames from the burning Temple cast their lurid glare over 
the awful scene. But thirty years and this massive bridge, 
yonder glorious Temple, and the palaces in Sion will be 
levelled to the ground, and this is but a small part of the 
chastisement meted out to the guilty city. 

4 the stronghold of Sion * in the Upper City, has professed to recon- 
cile these various views by regarding 4 Sion ' as a general and 
poetic title (‘ Sion ’=the sunny mountain) applying to the whole 
of Jerusalem as known before the Captivity .” — ( Survey of Western 
Palestine: Jerusalem, vol. vi. p. 93.) 

Whichever be the view adopted as to the exact part of Jerusalem 
indicated by 44 Sion,” it is certain that the three palaces, inhabited 
by Herod, Pilate, and Caiphas respectively, were situated on the 
south-western hill. 
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Now let us fix our gaze upon Sion. It lies due west and 
rises from the steep western scarp of the Tyropoeon Valley 
up to the plateau, which Herod has levelled to provide a 
spacious site for his royal dwelling. Sion is a city of 
palaces — the aristocratic quarter of Jerusalem. The ex- 
treme western boundary stands some 2500 feet above sea- 
level and 120 feet higher than the Temple area. The 
whole district is dotted with palatial dwellings. Narrow 
streets running northwards and eastwards separate the 
various buildings. The footpaths stand three or four feet 
above the causeways, lest the pedestrians should incur legal 
pollution by coming into contact with any unclean object. 

Southwards, we notice the pinkish-yellow hills of Moab, 
and the deep blue waters of the Dead Sea, and beyond them 
the myriads of sand hillocks which distinguish the Desert 
of Judea. On our left. Mount Olivet rises higher than Sion. 
If we look towards the north, the Temple stands out against 
the sky in all its beauty, and beyond it, we notice the square 
fortress of Antonia with its lofty towers at each comer. 
Beneath our feet, yawns the precipitous Tyropoeon Valley, 
of which the steep western scarp rises about 120 feet from 
its lowest part. 

As our eyes fall on these scenes of marvellous beauty, 
the words of the psalmist seem to re-echo in our ears. 
Well may he, in his inspired psalms, have thus sung the 
praises of Jerusalem : “ Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
O city of our God.” 1 “ He shall not be moved for ever 
that dwelleth in Jerusalem. Mountains are round about 
it.” 8 “ The Lord hath chosen Sion, He hath chosen it for 
His dwelling.” 8 There alone could sacrifice be offered to 
Jehovah, and there the Lamb of God was immolated. 
Thoughts which lie “ too deep for words ” crowd in upon us 
as we contemplate the Holy City in the days of its greatest 
glory — that land hallowed by the presence of the Word 
made flesh, that city without which He now lies entombed. 

1 Ps. Ixxxvi. 2. * Ps. cxxiv. 1. » Ps. cxxxi. 13. 
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We will accept the psalmist's invitation : “ Surround 
Sion and encompass her, tell ye her towers .” 1 Leaving 
the bridge and turning to the left, we find ourselves in the 
vast covered stadium called the Xystus. Already in the 
days of Antiochus Epiphanes — “ the illustrious ” — the 
Jews had built themselves “ a place of exercise in Jerusa- 
lem ” 2 in imitation of the Greeks. But this covered col- 
lonade on which we are gazing is far more beautiful, for 
Herod the Great built it as a fitting approach to his royal 
palace on the brow of the Hill of Sion. Here large assem- 
blies gather for pleasure and for business. Look at that 
ancient castle just beyond the Xystus, close to the old city 
wall, built by the different kings of Juda. It is the ancient 
fortress erected “ by the children of Asmoneus (i.e. by Simon 
Machabeus), the Royal Palace of the Asmoneans.” From 
the upper storey, we can overlook the Temple Cloisters and 
Courts. 

Who dwells here now ? Herod Antipas, “ that fox ” 
who murdered St. John the Baptist, and to whom Jesus, 
when questioned by him, opposed the majesty of silence. 
It was here that Herod and his courtiers despised and 
mocked Jesus. They rejoice that the Galilean prophet, who 
refused to work a miracle to please the king and courtiers, 
is now dead. While Herod banquets on this great Sabbath, 
his sycophants relate what they have heard in the city 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth. The king, who has long 
desired to kill him, rejoices : Herod, that cunning, intrigu- 
ing “fox” is glad, because the Roman soldiers have ac- 
complished what he himself would have liked to have done, 
but having killed St. John the Baptist, and thus angered 
the Jews, he dared not venture to lay hands on Jesus. 
The words of the psalmist re-echo in that princely banquet- 
ing hall : “ Well done, well done, our eyes have seen it.” 

Yet this wicked joy is not unmingled with fear, for Herod 
knows all about the mysterious phenomena connected 
1 Ps. xlvii. 13. 1 1 Mach. 1. 15. 
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with the death of Jesus. He remembers the martyrdom 
of John, and his fears lest his victim and Jesus might be 
one and the same person ; lest John had indeed risen from 
the grave. The Prophet of Galilee had foretold His own 
death when, in answer to Herod's messengers. He had said : 
“ Go tell that fox : Behold I cast out devils and do cures, 
and the third day I am consummated." 1 The prophecy 
has been fulfilled, the Galilean is dead. What if the pre- 
diction of His resurrection, which men say He has also fore- 
told, be likewise fulfilled ? If Herod rejoices that he is 
now friends with Pilate, who has rid him of Jesus, he cannot 
but fear in his inmost soul. He had shown respect for the 
Baptist and had put him to death reluctantly — for his 
oath's sake — but Jesus he had mocked and outraged : what 
if this Prophet and Wonder-worker should rise and torment 
him ? Surely we are justified in applying the prophetic 
words to this cunning king : “ The sinners in Sion are 
afraid, trembling hath seized upon the hypocrites." 

Leaving the venerable Asmonean palace, we turn west- 
ward, and passing along by the ancient boundary wall, we 
reach the Royal Palace of Herod the Great, originally built 
for himself and his descendants. Archelaus, his son, 
dwelt there until his banishment to Vienne in Gaul, and 
since then this Royal Palace has been the residence of the 
Roman Procurators. Pilate dwells here whenever he comes 
up to Jerusalem. What a compact mass of buildings ! 
The northern part consists of a fortified castle with three 
large towers — Hippicus, Phasael, and Mariamne, named re- 
spectively after Herod's friend, brother, and murdered 
wife. The Mariamne Tower stands on the eastern side of 
the Castle enclosure, Phasael forms the north-eastern angle, 
and Hippicus the north-western. Phasael, the highest of 
these three towers, is 160 feet high ; Mariamne, the lowest, 
115 feet. The bases of these towers are built of solid 
masonry, on which there are immense cisterns. Over these, 
1 St. Luke xiii. 31. 
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we see the soldiers' quarters, armouries, and storerooms. 
Turrets crown these towers, and spacious breastworks 
provide places for the slingers and archers in time of war. 

Beyond the Castle — farther south — is the Royal Palace, 
which surpasses even the Temple in magnificence. The 
architecture — Greco-Roman — and more Greek than Ro- 
man, reveals the royal builder's Hellenistic taste. Look 
at the vast courts and the broad terraces with their columns 
of serpentine and porphyry ! A strong wall, thirty cubits 
high, surrounds the whole block of buildings. At regular 
intervals, turrets rise above this wall, designed both to 
beautify and defend the palace. Each tower is built to 
accommodate one hundred guests, and the two royal ban- 
queting halls, the Csesarium and the Agrippium, afford 
space for vast assemblies. In these, the State banquets 
are given, and on this great Sabbath the Roman Governor, 
his wife, and numerous guests are banqueting. 

The open courts are planted with fruit and forest trees. 
Tall poplars rise against the skies. Flocks of tame doves 
may be seen circling round. A canal passes through the 
garden, and fountains spring from bronze statues. In 
this truly Royal Palace, we may gaze in spirit upon the 
Roman Governor, whom the Jews detested for his various 
acts of tyranny and cruelty, and who but recently has 
mingled the blood of some Galileans with the blood of their 
sacrifices. They hate Pilate, although he has given in to 
their wishes and handed over to them the Galilean, whose 
Precious Blood they have so gladly poured forth in their 
blind fury. 

Procla has related to her husband the terrible dream 
concerning that “ Just Man," and this narration has greatly 
increased Pilate’s anxiety. Like all selfish, unprincipled 
men, he puts forward the plea of expediency in order to 
justify his cruel, cowardly action. He recalls how he has 
already offended the Jews by commanding the Roman 
standards with their emblems to be carried into their 
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Holy City and was forced to remove them. Also they had 
appealed successfully to Tiberius when he placed those 
gilded shields on which were invocations to the gods. 
Then he had rifled their sacred treasure chests, and but a 
short time ago, those Galileans had been slain during the 
Paschal season in the Temple Courts. 

These things happened before the Roman Governors 
were allowed to take their wives with them, when stationed 
in a provincial district. Profiting by this permission, Procla 
has come up to Jerusalem with her husband. In reply to 
her reproaches, we seem to hear Pilate assuring his wife 
that, had she seen the infuriated Jews on those occasions, 
she would not have advised him to spare this Galilean and 
to run the risk of his being again reported to the Emperor. 
Besides, he had tried to release Jesus, knowing that the 
rulers had delivered Him up through envy, and he had 
even caused Him to be scourged, hoping thereby to pacify 
their vengeance. Nothing but the blood of this Nazarene 
would satisfy these enraged rulers ; even the populace 
clamoured “ Crucify Him, crucify Him.” Only when the 
rulers had questioned his loyalty to the throne of Caesar 
had he abandoned Jesus to their will. As a sign that the 
guilt was theirs, not his, he had even publicly disclaimed 
all responsibility by washing his hands in their presence. 
They had accepted the guilt of that Nazarene's Blood and 
exonerated him. Now all is over, Jesus of Nazareth is 
dead, and, at the chief priests' request, he has sent guards 
to keep watch at the tomb until the third day — a useless 
piece of work — but it was better to yield to their petition. 
Now he wishes to hear no more about the matter. 

Claudia Procla is silenced but not convinced. Some 
years later when, giving up the Jewish faith — to which she 
was a proselyte, according to an ancient tradition — she 
embraced Christianity, it must have been a consolation to 
remember that she had interceded for that “ Just Man,” 
and had striven to obtain his release. Christians in all 
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ages bless her for her brave deed, her name will be honoured, 
whereas as long as time lasts, countless generations — as 
yet unborn — will learn that the Incarnate Son of God 
“ suffered under Pontius Pilate.” This Roman Governor 
will be held up to execration as an example of a coward, 
who sacrificed duty and principle to further his own interests. 

Jesus is dead ! His unjust judge tries to dismiss the 
subject, to forget the Prisoner whose majestic demeanour 
inspired him with such awe, whose words were so calm, 
whose claims so great. Like Caiphas and Herod, Pilate 
decides that it is “ well done,” for the trial and condemna- 
tion of Jesus have ingratiated him with the Jews and recon- 
ciled him to Herod Antipas. The death of the Galilean 
Prophet, innocent as he was, has furthered Pilate's interests, 
and the time-serving judge does not look beyond this narrow 
boundary to the life of the world to come. How many 
thousands of earth’s denizens do likewise ! 

Now we will visit another place — that of Caiphas the 
high priest. It stands on the southern slope of Sion, be- 
tween the house of Annas and the Cenacle. It was a 
palace and a court of justice. In this palatial residence, we 
may conjecture that Caiphas and Annas, together with 
their kinsmen John and Alexander, partook of the sumptu- 
ous banquet on this the greatest of all the Sabbaths of 
the year. 

The wealthy Sadducees and the proud Pharisees had at 
last satisfied their implacable hatred and vengeance. 
From the commencement of Jesus’ public ministry, the 
rulers of Israel had opposed Him. His mighty works had 
spread His fame throughout Judea. This aroused their 
jealousy, and when Jesus was ultimately taken prisoner 
and brought before the Sanhedrin, His enemies eagerly 
sought for witnesses whose testimony, true or false, would 
serve as a pretext for condemning Him. Some months 
before they arrested Jesus, these Jewish rulers had decided 
to kill Him ; they were simply awaiting their opportunity, 
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for it appeared desirable that the judicial murder, they had 
decided to commit, should have some justification in the 
eyes of the people. Judas Iscariot’s treachery and the 
false witnesses brought about what the rulers of Israel 
desired. The trial was quickly finished, the pre-arranged 
verdict pronounced, and the execution had swiftly followed. 
The foes of Jesus congratulated themselves on having at 
length compassed His death. 41 They said : Well done, 
well done, our eyes have seen it ! ” 

We know that the chief priests both mocked at and 
blasphemed Christ, as He hung upon the cross. Their 
mocking taunt rang out : 44 He saved others. Himself He 
cannot save : if He be the king of Israel, let Him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted 
in God ; let Him now deliver Him, if He will have Him, for 
He said : I am the Son of God." 1 It is, however, certain 
that these chief priests did not remain on Calvary until Jesus 
expired, for by looking upon the dead they would have 
incurred legal pollution. Doubtless, they were already on 
their way home, when the first blasts of the trumpet an- 
nounced that the Sabbath was near at hand. Having 
taunted their Victim and gloated over His awful sufferings, 
these priests hurry away to perform their ablutions and 
put on their festal robes before reclining at the Sabbath 
banquet. Caiphas, in company with his companions in 
iniquity, took great care to avoid coming into contact with 
any unclean object, as they returned to his palace on Mount 
Sion from the Temple or from Mount Calvary, if he was 
one of those chief priests who reviled the Lamb of God 
upon His raised altar of holocausts. 

What are Caiphas’ thoughts as he reclines at table par- 
taking of the Sabbath banquet on the great Sabbath ? 
The Jews were commanded to rejoice and to provide the best 
meats they could afford on every Sabbath, but on this, the 
greatest Sabbath of the whole year, the richest feast of all 

1 St. Matt, xxvii. 42. 
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was spread. Caiphas is a rich man, and for this festival 
gathering a sumptuous banquet is prepared. 

Surely the pale, majestic Face of Jesus seems ever before 
the eyes of this guilty judge ! The Galilean's words ring 
in his ears : “ I say to you, hereafter you shall see the Son 
of Man sitting on the right hand of the power of God, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven ." 1 He had claimed to be 
the Son of God ! What if He were indeed a prophet. 
But no, that could not be, for were He so powerful, He would 
not have allowed Himself to be captured. Still, that 
strange, awful darkness and the earthquake, had they any 
connection with Jesus' death, or were they simply striking 
coincidences ? Caiphas strives to dismiss the subject ; he 
joins in the conversation, but still the thought of his Victim 
haunts him. 

While he is thus reasoning within himself, striving to 
justify his evil deed and to persuade himself that it was 
expedient that one Man should die for the nation, that the 
death of Jesus of Nazareth was necessary in order to avoid 
an uprising in His cause — that he, the ruler of Israel — had 
but performed his duty in condemning Him — even while 
Caiphas thus strives in vain to deaden his conscience, an 
eminent official comes in haste from the Temple and asks 
to see the high priest — the appointed guardian of the 
House of the Lord — on urgent business. 

Caiphas gives orders for him to be admitted, and the 
messenger announces that the beautiful Babylonian curtain 
which hangs before the wooden partition, separating the 
Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, has been mysteriously 
rent in twain, from the top to the bottom, by an invisible 
hand. Another portent ! Who has dared to commit this 
sacrilege ? Yet the Temple is well guarded. The matter 
must be seriously investigated. Meanwhile let it be re- 
paired provisionally, as quickly as possible, for at the 
morning sacrifice, the hanging before the porch leading 
1 St. Matt. xxvi. 64. 
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into the Holy Place must be drawn back that the wor- 
shippers may see the Golden Candlestick, the Altar of In- 
cense, and the Table of Shewbread — a privilege only 
accorded to them at the three solemn feasts and on the 
Day of Atonement — a privilege which they greatly prize. 
How troubled the guilty high priest is on hearing the news, 
though he tries to appear calm, but " the wicked are like the 
raging sea, which cannot rest. . . . There is no peace to 
the wicked saith the Lord of Hosts .” 1 Caiphas has stained 
his hands with the blood of Jesus of Nazareth ; well then 
may his sinful soul be tortured by strange, undefined 
apprehensions ! 

Probably Annas and other chief priests recline at table 
in Caiphas' Palace, at the banquet of that great Sabbath. 
They speak of Jesus of Nazareth, rejoicing that a well- 
deserved punishment has been meted out to Him. But 
in vain the high priest and his accomplices utter the pro- 
phetic words : “ Well done, well done, our eyes have seen 
it ! ” Their reciprocal congratulations have a hollow 
sound. Conscience belies their words. They still fear 
that dead Man in His sepulchre. What if He should rise 
again ? But no, the tomb is well guarded lest any false 
reports of His having risen again should be circulated. 
True, He raised others, but He cannot raise Himself, any 
more than He could save Himself, and come down from the 
cross. Thus these workers of iniquity strive to stifle their 
unconfessed fears. That meal is no festal banquet, for 
the question is ever present to their minds : “ Have we 
really done with Jesus of Nazareth ? Are we at last well 
rid of Him ? ” 

Let them wait until the Feast of Pentecost, some fifty 
days later. Then their own words will be accomplished : 
“ The last error shall be worse than the first.” Two of 
the Nazarene’s disciples, Peter and John, — humble Galilean 
fishermen — will be arraigned before “ Annas, the high priest, 

1 Isa. lvii. 20. 
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and Caiphas and John and Alexander /’ 1 and “ many of the 
kindred of the high priest/’ They will be asked “ by what 
power or by what name,” they have healed the lame beggar 
at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. What answer will 
they receive ? One which will re-echo, not only through- 
out the judgment Hall, and in Jerusalem, but which will be 
heard throughout the world in the course of ages, and the 
Galilean fishermen’s words will arouse the latent hushed 
fears of Israel’s proud rulers. In presence of the imposing 
assembly of the Sanhedrin, Peter will boldly answer : “ Ye 
princes of the people and ancients, hear. Be it known to 
you all and to all the people of Israel, that by the Name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God hath raised from the dead, even by Him, this 
man standeth here before you whole .” 1 Then they will 
realise that, in spite of their crime and scheming, the 
Galilean has conquered — the last error is worse than the 
first in their opinion. 

The banquet is over ; the host and his guests retire to 
rest. They are weary, for last night they had little or no 
sleep. It was spent in plotting against the Anointed of 
the Lord and in compassing His Death. On the morrow 
they must be up betimes to assist at the morning sacrifice. 
The high priest usually officiated on festival days and on 
Sabbaths ; therefore we are justified in concluding that 
Caiphas officiated in the Temple on that great Sabbath, 
which followed the Parasceve, the day of our Lord's 
Crucifixion. In his blind pride and obstinacy, he may 
even have given thanks to the God of Israel, that the Se- 
ducer of the people had fallen into the hands of justice. 

While the enemies of our beloved Master alternately 
experience feelings of malicious joy and vague fears. He 
lies motionless in His borrowed tomb. Soon the solemn 
feast will be over ; this “ great Sabbath ” will give place 
to that still greater “ first day of the week,” when the Son 
1 Acts iv. 6. # Acts iv. 8-io. 
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of God shall come forth from the grave, when, having 
risen from the dead, “ death shall have no more dominion 
over Him.” Lovingly and confidently, in company with 
His Holy Mother, we wait and watch for the first rays of 
that blessed resurrection morning, which is an earnest of 
our triumph over death, in and by Him. 



SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude. — Standing in spirit upon the bridge which 
spans the Tyropceon Valley, contemplate the Hill of Sion and 
its palaces— the Asmonean Palace near the north-eastern 
angle, the Royal Palace due north-west, the Palace of Caiphas 
on the southern slope. 

Second Prelude . — Pray for firm faith and hope when we 
suffer at the hands of men — for grace to hold firm, to look to 
the end— beyond the things of time. 

First Point. — Contemplate Herod Antipas, the cunning, 
sensual foe of Christ. Note the mingled sentiments of this 
sinner in Sion — vain joy, alternating with vague fears. 

Second Point. — Consider the sentiments of Pilate, the base, 
cowardly judge, attached solely to his interests. 

Third Point. — Note how Caiphas and his companions gloat 
over the fate of the Prophet of Galilee, how these ambitious, 
envious, hypocritical foes of Christ congratulate themselves 
on their cruel deed. They rejoice, and nevertheless tremble. 

Colloquy . — Ask that evil passions may never rule you. 
Pray for grace to watch over the beginnings of evil. Inter- 
cede for those who persecute the Church of God and for those 
who are oppressed. Pray for a firm faith in your hours of 
trial. 
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THE GREAT SABBATH IN THE TEMPLE 

“ The Lord hath chosen Sion ; He hath chosen it for His dwell- 
ing.” — Ps. ci. 14. 

I EAVING the Hill and palaces of Sion, after the 
Sabbath banquets, while the guilty rulers of Israel 
are striving to snatch a few hours of sleep, we 
will pay a visit to the Temple and take our part in 
the night vigil there. Then, when the day “ dawneth 
towards Hebron/’ we will still linger in those sacred 
precincts and see how the hours of the great Sabbath are 
spent in the House of the Lord. 

The Jews had an adage : “ There is no Sabbath in the 
Temple/’ and the animated scenes upon which our eyes 
fall, prove the truth of the saying. From sunset to sunset 
on the Sabbath, as upon all other days, priests and Levites 
were hard at work in the Temple, fulfilling their respective 
duties. On the three great festivals, and especially during 
the Paschal season, extra priests and Levites were on duty, 
for in addition to the customary morning and evening 
holocausts, hundreds of sacrifices were offered for private 
individuals and families. 

The Jews divided the night into three watches — i.e. the 
first, the middle, and the morning watch, commencing 
respectively at sunset, at 10 p.m., and at 2 a.m. On this 
great Sabbath, the massive Temple gates have been closed 
at sunset, as usual. We will, commence our vigil during 
the first watch of the night. The priests of the outgoing 
course, as well as those of the incoming one, are gathered 
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in a spacious domed dining-hall — one of the upper apart- 
ments of Bet-ha-Moked, i.e. the Chamber of the Hearth. 
This building, set apart for the use of the priests, stands 
close to the north-eastern angle of the Inner Court, in which 
the sacrifices are offered. The dining-hall is built over the 
terrace of the Chel, for in the apartments situated directly 
over the Inner Court, the priests may neither sit nor lie 
down. 

In the spacious guard-room on the ground floor, a large 
fire bums continually, that the priests, who always minister 
barefooted, may warm themselves. At the entrance to 
this apartment, ten priests and ten Levites keep guard. 
Note that priest keeping watch beside a stone slab with a 
ring in the centre. Under that stone the keys of the Temple 
are kept, and he must be ready to hand them over to the 
officer in charge, who will come for them during the third 
watch. As the thirty men on duty watch to-night, they are 
relieved from the burden of carrying two torches, for it is 
the Sabbath and the Temple lamps are all alight to save 
unnecessary work on this holy day. 

We ascend the stone staircase that leads up to the 
dining-hall. At least four hundred priests are gathered 
together there; and were we to visit the dining-hall set 
apart for the Levites, we should find as many there. All 
are at table partaking of the festal Sabbath meal. As 
they “ serve the altar, they live by the altar,” and oil, wine, 
and meal, as well as certain portions of the victims and 
the loaves of proposition are set aside for them. Levites 
prepare the meal and wait upon the priests. Watch the 
faces of these Jewish priests as they partake of the Sabbath 
banquet. Look at the passion depicted on some of the 
faces. Note the look of intense sadness or perplexity on 
a few others. Conversation is very animated, for stirring 
events have taken place in Jerusalem during the past week, 
and especially during the last twenty-four hours. 

Those whose ministrations will dose after the morning 
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sacrifice has been offered, have much to relate to the course 
now entering upon its work. The outgoing course have 
witnessed the Triumphal Entry of the Prophet of Galilee 
into Jerusalem. They saw Him turn out the vendors from 
the Temple. Awed by His majestic demeanour, they 
dared not attempt to resist His will. They listened to 
His marvellous instructions in the Cloisters on “ the day 
of questions," and know how enraged the rulers were when 
He had foiled them in their attempts “ to catch Him in 
His words." They themselves, for the greater part, at least, 
had shared the rulers' indignation. Then the whole drama 
of the Sacred Passion is related, for some of the incoming 
course of priests have seen Jesus condemned, others have 
gazed upon Him as He hung upon the cross, and heard the 
high priest and his companions mocking at Him in His 
torments. As the awful tragedy is related, how some of 
these priests — indeed the greater number by far — express 
their satisfaction, and glory in the triumph of their rulers, 
who have revenged themselves so fully. 11 Well done, well 
done, our eyes have seen it." 

Suddenly all the faces blench and there is a look of fear 
on everyone. What has happened ? The conversation 
has turned upon the portents — the earthquake, the dark- 
ness, so sudden and so continued that it was necessary to 
light the lamps in the Temple during the afternoon sacrifice. 
Then, too, the rending of the curtain in the Holy Place — 
what could these prodigies signify ? Even now some priests 
are at work repairing the curtain, for during the morning 
sacrifice on the morrow, the hangings before the Holy Place 
must be drawn back, that the worshippers may see the in- 
cense offered to Jehovah. But they may not look into the 
Holy of Holies, except on the Day of Atonement, nor can 
they be allowed to see the curtain rent. No human hand 
did that impious deed, that is certain ! 

Thus these priests, while supping, discuss the strange 
events of the last week, and, when speaking of the portents, 
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each relates his impressions of the earthquake, — the awful 
darkness, and when he first heard of the rending of the sacred 
veil. All are greatly stirred by these strange supernatural 
events. Perchance, some half-hearted disciple of Jesus 
ventures timidly to ask : “ Think you not, brethren, that 
these mysterious portents may have some connection with 
Jesus of Nazareth ? ” “ What if, after all. He were really 
a prophet of the Lord ? ” Instantly the fury and indig- 
nation of the majority of the priests are aroused, and they 
retort, “ Art thou, then, one of the Galilean’s disciples ? ” 

In the Levites' dining-hall conversation follows the same 
train. In the Temple, during the first night-watch, before 
the active duties call each to his respective post, priests 
and Levites speak of Jesus’ mighty deeds and His awful 
Death. The majority think that the Nazarene has met the 
fate due to a seducer of the people ; a very small minority 
condemn their cruel, unjust rulers, at least in their inmost 
souls, though fear counsels them to keep a prudent silence. 
As in the Sanhedrin there were secret disciples of Jesus, so 
among these priests — many of whom were so soon to be 
“ obedient to the faith,” He had some timid followers. 

The conversation is interrupted by a peremptory knock- 
ing at the door. It is the “ head of the course,” who comes 
during the first watch — much earlier than usual — because 
the great Sabbath brings so much extra work. On account 
of the numerous sacrifices which are to be offered for the 
pilgrims, as well as the inhabitants of Judea, the priests 
have to commence their duties betimes. He comes to 
summon the priests to assemble in the Gazith or hall of 
polished stones on the southern side of the Inner Court, 
and built partly over the Chel, like the Chamber of the 
Hearth. The first lot is now cast, and this decides which 
priest is to prepare the Altar of Holocausts by removing the 
ashes and renewing the pyres. The priest appointed 
builds up two large pyres— of any sound wood, except the 
olive or vine — and a smaller one of the best fig-wood, 
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whence the burning charcoal required for the Altar of 
Incense will be taken. 

Before commencing his duties, however, he must listen 
in silence to the prescribed admonition : “ Touch not the 
sacred vessels before thou sanctifiest (i.e. by washing) thy 
hands and feet at the laver.” Watch him as he reverently 
goes up the inclined plane, which leads to the uppermost 
section of the altar, and, with the assistance of his attend- 
ants, prepares the pyres after having removed the ashes. 

What an immense massive altar ! It is built in three 
sections, of which the lowest plinth measures 24 x 24 yds. ; 
the uppermost, 14 x 14 yds., giving an area of 196 sq. yds. 
To allow the priest to walk around the altar, there is a narrow 
circuit enclosed by a balustrade. This footpath stands 
nine feet from the ground and three feet from the surface 
of the top plinth. The surface of the altar has immense 
gratings, below which the pyres bum night and day. At 
each comer we see a raised funnel one foot and a half high. 
These are " the horns of the Altar/' through which certain 
libations have to be poured, and which the priest touches 
with the blood of the victim, when making a sin-offering. 

While this priest is preparing the sacrificial fires, the other 
priests — twelve at a time — are washing their hands and 
feet at the fountains of the great Brazen Laver. At a 
given signal, the priests reassemble in the Gazith, and lots 
are cast to determine the priests who are to offer the morn- 
ing sacrifice, trim the Golden Candlestick, and prepare the 
Altar of Incense. 

Those to whom these lots fall, hasten to accomplish their 
respective duties with the attendants they have chosen. 
The priest, who is to offer the sacrifice, has named the twelve 
men who stand nearest to him — for such is the custom. 
Now they proceed to draw the third lot. This is the most 
important of all, because it decides who is to enter the Holy 
Place and offer incense, and rarely does a priest perform 
this office twice in his lifetime. Indeed, only those who 
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have never offered incense are allowed to draw the third 
lot. Finally, the fourth and last lot is drawn. This de- 
termines those who are to carry the pieces of the lamb to 
the Altar of Holocausts, place the meat-offering of the high 
priest upon the Altar, and (on ordinary days) pour out the 
libation ; but, as it is the great Sabbath, the high priest 
will perform this ceremony himself. 

In the performance of these various duties, the night 
hours pass, and towards the dose of the middle watch, the 
presiding priest sends some of his brethren to the top of 
one of the towers fadng the East, there to watch for the 
faint light which announces that the dawn of day is at 
hand. While the watching priests strain their eyes, a 
reddish glow spreads over the horizon, and a few moments 
after the watchers proclaim that “ the sky is lit up as far 
as Hebron." 

On hearing this, the appointed priests hasten to fetch 
the ninety-four vessels of gold or silver used in offering the 
holocaust. Another company of priests goes to the lamb- 
room, near the Chamber of the Hearth. They examine, 
by torchlight, the lamb set apart for the morning oblation. 
It is a male, “ without blemish," such as the Law requires. 
Little do these priests know that “ the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world," has already been offered ; 
that the Victim now lies in the grave ; that the Predous 
Blood of Christ, “ the Lamb unspotted and undefiled," 
has been poured out and accepted by the God of Israel ! 

Now the sacrificing priest gives the lamb water to drink 
from a golden bowl, and as we watch the lamb drinking, our 
thoughts revert to that scene which took place on Calvary a 
few hours previously. We seem to hear Jesus uttering His 
plaintive cry, “ I thirst ! " We see the soldiers present 
Him with a sponge steeped in gall and vinegar. 

The lamb has quenched its thirst, and now the priest 
drags it to the abattoir, on the north side of the Altar, 
where it is fastened to a ring fixed to a staple, and waits 
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for the signal to kill it. Meanwhile, a priest, with his two 
attendants, bearing a golden dish and pitcher and the keys 
of the Holy Place, go up the twelve marble steps leading 
to the Porch in front of the House of the Lord. It is their 
office to trim the Golden Candlestick and to remove the 
ashes from the Altar of Incense. As the heavy doors of 
the Holy Place are unbarred, the priests blow their silver 
trumpets, thus giving the signal for slaying the lamb and 
for opening the Temple gates, where already a multitude 
of worshippers have assembled. The sacrificing priest cuts 
a deep gash in the lamb’s throat, while his assistant catches 
the blood in a golden bowl, for “ in the blood is the life ” 
of the victim. Hence the sprinkling of the Altar with this 
blood is an essential part of the sacrifice. Around the upper 
section of the Altar of Holocausts, at a distance of a foot 
and a half from the top, a red line is painted. Presently 
the officiating priest will go up the inclined plane, and, 
standing at the north-western comer of the Altar, he will 
sprinkle the two sides of it below the line, then passing to 
the south-eastern angle he will do the same. If the sacrifice 
offered is a sin-offering, then the blood is sprinkled above 
the red fillet. 

Once more our thoughts revert to Jesus hanging upon 
the Altar of the Cross. There He offered Himself as a 
holocaust, and likewise as the sin-offering for the world ; 
therefore, fittingly were the two portions of the Cross — 
the staticulum and the antenna — sprinkled with the 
Precious Blood. 

We will watch the priest as he slays the victim, cuts it 
up according to the prescribed ritual, and salts it, for has 
not Jehovah said : 14 Whatsoever sacrifice thou offerest, 
thou shalt season it with salt ” ? 1 For salt is a symbol of 
the perpetuity of the covenant of God with His people, as 
well as of incorruption, hence it was meet that the victim 
should be salted, which was a type of Him who could see 
1 Lev. ii. 13. 
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no corruption, even though laid in a grave. The pieces 
are now hung up near the Altar upon the flesh-hooks in 
readiness for the actual offering of the victim. As this is 
“ the great Sabbath," the morning service will commence 
later than usual, in order to allow the worshippers time to , 
assemble. 

All the gates are thronged, and the people silently and 
quickly take their Places in the various Courts — the men 
in the Court of Israel and in the Priests' Court ; the women 
in their Court and in the Gallery which surrounds it on 
three sides, whence they can see the smoke of the sacrifice 
ascending. 

The proselytes occupy the Court of the Gentiles, and 
there King Herod and his retinue have their places re- 
served. How reverently all the worshippers stand before 
the House of the Lord ! Their heads are inclined, their 
arms extended or crossed over the breast, their lips move 
in prayer. Some — those who count themselves righteous — 
the Pharisees for example — prostrate themselves. Jews 
from all parts of the world and proselytes make up that 
vast multitude of some 210,000 worshippers. Hundreds of 
priests, white-robed and barefooted, are making the final 
preparation for the sacrifice ; reverently they move hither 
and thither within that part of the Inner Court which is 
reserved for those who officiate. Are these silent, reverent 
worshippers the men who, but a few hours ago, were heard 
clamouring for the condemnation of Jesus ? Did their 
shouts, “ Crucify Him, crucify Him," rend the air ? Were 
they among the crowds that mocked our Redeemer on the 
cross and challenged Him to come down from it ? Yes, 
many of them are now present in the Temple of God ; 
they did indeed blaspheme the Incarnate Son of God, but 
in so doing, as our Lord Himself has told us, they knew 
not what they did, they even thought they were rendering 
service to God. Others, here present, though not consent- 
ing to His death, were powerless against the high-handed 
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injustice of their spiritual rulers. He, whom they thus did 
to death, has prayed to His Father for their forgiveness. 

In the midst of the tense silence of prayer and adoration 
a muffled sound is heard. It is Caiphas, the high priest, 
with his three attendants — all high officials, one on either 
side and one behind. The Levitical and priestly guards 
precede and open out the way. He is robed in plain white 
linen vestments, for only on the Day of Atonement may the 
high priest wear his distinctive garments. He advances 
from the robing-room, through the Court of Israel and that 
of the Priests, and takes his place close to the Altar of 
Holocausts. The officiating priests form a procession bear- 
ing the various parts of the victim, the blood of the lamb, 
the meat-offering, and the libation of wine, as well as 
the various implements and utensils required for the service. 
They go slowly up the inclined plane to the top circuit, 
followed by the high priest. Now Caiphas stands in full 
view of all in the upper courts. He takes the pieces of 
the sacrifice and flings them in confusion upon the grating, 
under which the pyres are burning brightly. Then he 
gathers them all together and arranges them as far as 
possible in their correct places, so as to form the exact 
outline of the lamb. 

While Caiphas is ministering at the Altar of Holocausts, 
the appointed priest is seen, with his attendants, entering 
the Holy Place, carrying the live coals which he has taken 
from the small pyre and the incense for the sacrifice. The 
worshippers can see him, as he places the charcoal upon the 
golden Altar of Incense and arranges the incense upon it, 
since the hanging before the porch is looped back and the 
altar is placed lengthways in the Holy Place. Presently 
they perceive the smoke of the incense rising. Deep 
silence reigns, for it is the worship of sacrifice — that of praise 
will follow. Now the priests incline profoundly in the 
direction of the Holy of Holies, after which they withdraw, 
walking slowly backwards. This is the most solemn 
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moment of the morning service. The priest, who has 
offered the incense, having reached the Vestibule, turns 
and faces the people. All the priests present take their 
places upon the twelve broad marble steps leading up to 
the Holy Place. Hundreds are gathered there on this 
great Sabbath. Hark, the silver trumpets sound forth 
again, and simultaneously all the priests, raising their 
hands as high as their shoulders, stretching out the fingers 
and touching their finger-tips, so as to form an arch before 
their faces, with downcast eyes pronounce the Aaronic 
blessing. How sweetly the solemn chant is wafted over 
the city as some five hundred priests chant in unison the 
sacred words of benediction ! 

“ The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 

The Lord show His face to thee and have mercy upon thee. 

The Lord turn His countenance to thee and give thee peace.” 

Mercy and peace are indeed granted to all true Israelites, 
“ in whom there is no guile,” who reverently incline their 
heads to receive the priestly blessing, but to those who 
have persecuted the Just One, who have dealt deceitfully, 
for such — for the wicked — “ There is no peace, saith the 
Lord of Hosts.” 

The chant has ceased, but still the worshippers remain 
silently adoring Jehovah in the one earthly fane where alone 
that sacred Name may be uttered. Now the stillness gives 
place to the clanging cymbals, which resound the moment 
a flag is unfurled and held aloft by a priestly attendant, 
who stands close to the Altar of Holocausts. This signal 
informs the congregation that the high priest Caiphas is 
pouring out the libation of wine at the base of the Altar of 
Holocausts. Does this ruddy stream remind him of the 
Blood which, by the hands of the executioners, he caused 
to flow forth from the pierced hands, feet, and side of 
Jesus ? We at least see the type and the reality and, in 
so doing, we are privileged, since so many were 
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familiar with the types, but could not see whither those 
types and shadows pointed. Dare we assert that any one 
of that vast multitude gathered in the spacious Temple on 
that great Sabbath-day knew that the Redeemer of Israel 
had offered His one pure oblation ? Mary, His Blessed 
Mother, alone knew that the Messias had come and fulfilled 
all the types, but neither she nor the ministering women 
were in the Temple on this occasion. They had gazed 
upon the Crucified when He was dead, and prepared His 
Sacred Body for the grave, and this rendered them legally 
unclean for eight days, during which they might not enter 
the House of God. 

Some devout Jews, especially those learned in the Law, 
knew that all the religious ceremonies in use were types 
of holier and better things, but not until the Feast of Pente- 
cost was the full significance revealed to them, when 
multitudes of those who worshipped in the Temple during 
those Paschal solemnities, including many priests, " were 
obedient to the faith." 

Now the musical portion of the service commences, for 
the Levites have heard the cymbals sound. The great 
choir occupy the fifteen circular steps leading from the 
Women's Court to the Court of Israel, and a raised plat- 
form in the centre of the Priests' Court. The singing boys 
— all sons of priests or Levites — are grouped together. 
With the men, they number some five hundred or more, for 
the great service of praise is chiefly executed by the human 
voice. Nevertheless, musical instruments are also in 
honour — especially on this great festival. How exquisitely 
the voices are wafted on the morning breezes to the ac- 
companiment of numerous harps, lutes, trumpets, and 
flutes ! 

Listen to the words : they are singing the Sabbath 
Psalm. It is divided into three sections, after each of 
which the priests sound three blasts on their silver trumpets 
as a signal to the assembled congregation to worship the 
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God of Israel in silence. How unspeakably solemn are 
these long pauses for adoration ! These Jews are wor- 
shipping Jehovah — the Triune God — and in so doing, 
though they know it not, they are worshipping the Messias 
whom their rulers have crucified, and who now lies swathed 
in grave cloths in Joseph's tomb. They are worshipping 
their “ unknown God," for he who worships the Father, 
worships also the Son and the Holy Ghost — the Holy and 
Undivided Trinity. What a profound mystery ! 

As the clear strong voices of the Levites chant the 
Sabbath Psalm in alternate choirs, we will join them in 
spirit and offer our homage “ to the Lamb that was slain." 

A Psalm of a Canticle on the Sabbath-day , x 

1. It is good to give praise to the Lord : and to sing to Thy 

Name, O most High. 

2. To shew forth Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth 

in the night. 

3. Upon an instrument of ten strings, upon the psaltery : 

with a canticle upon the harp. 

4. For Thou hast given me, O Lord, a delight in Thy doings : 

and in the works of Thy hands I shall rejoice. 

5. O Lord, how great are Thy works : Thy thoughts are 

exceeding deep. 

Venite , adoremus / 

7. The senseless man shall not know : nor will the fool 

understand these things. 

8. When the wicked shall spring up as grass : and all the 

workers of iniquity shall appear. 

9. That they may perish for ever and ever : but Thou, O 

Lord, art most high for evermore. 

10. For behold thy enemies, O Lord, for behold Thy enemies 

shall perish : and all the workers of iniquity shall be 

scattered. 

11. But my horn shall be exalted like that of the unicorn ; 

and my old age in plentiful mercy. 

1 Psalm xdi. 
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12. My eye also hath looked down upon my enemies : and 

my ear shall hear of the downfall of the malignant that 

rise up against me. 

Venite, adoremus / 

1 3. The just shall flourish like the palm-tree : he shall 

grow up like the cedar of Libanus. 

14. They that are planted in the house of the Lord shall 

flourish in the courts of the house of our God. 

1 5. They shall still increase in a fruitful old age : and shall 

be well treated. 

16. That they may shew that the Lord our God is righteous, 

and there is no iniquity in Him. 

Venite , adoremus / 

To the devout Jews, the words of this psalm pointed to 
the millenial kingdom of the Messias, when He should reign 
over all nations who should raise their song of glad thanks- 
giving and pay Him their homage. This was their fond 
expectation. As we listened to the sweet cadence of the 
sacred couplets (of which the second clause of each, supple- 
mented or completed the thought expressed in the first)# 
our thoughts were fixed on our crucified Saviour “ the 
Just One,” and His enemies, “ the workers of iniquity.” 
They indeed “ have perished,” but He is “ most high for 
evermore.” To-morrow, the first day of the week, will 
see the inauguration of that glorious reign. 

The morning sacrifice has been offered ; the worshippers 
disperse, save those who have sacrifices to offer in obedience 
to the Law, or in fulfilment of their vows. All day long, 
even until the hour of the afternoon sacrifice, the Altar of 
Holocausts will be piled up with victims. As the multi- 
tudes pour forth from the numerous Temple exits, how 
many of them speak of Jesus of Nazareth ! It must needs 
be so, for One who had raised the dead and yet Himself 
had been put to death, One so mighty in word and deed, 
who had claimed to be the Son of God, must necessarily 
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be the subject of their conversations. They speak, too, 
of the sudden mysterious darkness and the other signs. 
To show that all the worshippers in Jerusalem knew of the 
sufferings and death of Jesus, it suffices to quote the words 
of Cleophas addressed unconsciously to Jesus Himself : 
“ Art thou a lonely stranger (tu solus peregrinus es) in 
Jerusalem and hast not known the things that have been 
done there in these days ? " 1 

There is so much to relate concerning Him. The in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, who were so hostile to Jesus, who 
compassed His death, speak contemptuously of “ that 
seducer of the people ” to their brethren of the Dispersion. 
The multitudes fulfilled the prophetic words of the psalmist : 
“ They rejoiced against Me, and came together : my 
enemies rejoiced wrongfully over Me." ..." They said : 
Well done, well done, our eyes have seen it." Some are 
perplexed — they know not what to think. A few stricken 
disciples — a mere handful compared with those vast multi- 
tudes — dare not speak in favour of the Crucified. But 
though these Jews blaspheme against Jesus, they neverthe- 
less help to spread the tidings of His life and death among 
the pilgrims, and thus prepare the way for the promulga- 
tion of the Gospel. Their very animosity serves as an 
instrument in accomplishing God's permissive Will. It is 
often thus — were there no persecutors, there would be no 
martyrs. 

The evening sacrifice brings back the devout worshippers. 
The order of the service is much the same and it is con- 
ducted by the incoming course of priests. Thus the 
Sabbath hours pass, and when sunset falls, the gates of 
the Temple will be closed, and that great first day of the 
week will commence in which our Emmanuel will rise 
triumphant from the grave and complete His victory over 
Sin and Death. Though the horns of waiting for our risen 
Saviour seem long, yet the promised vision “ shall appear 
1 St. Luke xxiv. 18. 
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at the end . . . it shall surely come and shall not be slack /' 1 
Though our crucified Saviour still lies motionless in the 
tomb, yet “ There is His strength hid, Death shall go before 
His face, and the devil shall go before His feet. His 
brightness shall be as the light." Then shaU we be able 
to make the prophet's words our own, “ I will rejoice in 
the Lord and I will joy in God, my Jesus." * 

1 Hab. ii. # Idem iii. 
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IV 



PRODIGIES CONNECTED WITH THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

The Earthquake ; the Apparition of the Angel to the 
Guards ; the Raising to Life of many Saints 

T HOUGH no mortal witnessed the Resurrection of 
Jesus, yet it was speedily made known to many 
by the prodigies which accompanied or followed 
it. The earthquake, the presence of the angel, and the 
witness of the empty tomb revealed the fact of the 
Resurrection to the Roman guards, and through them, 
to the chief priests and ancients — to the whole Sanhe- 
drin. The angelic messengers informed the ministering 
women that their Lord had risen from the grave, and 
the saints, who were raised to life on Easter Day, com- 
municated this information to the “ many ” to whom 
they appeared, and these in their turn, like the holy 
women, became witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Inanimate nature, angelic spirits, souls from Hades 
raised from death, human beings upon the earth — both 
friends and foes of our Lord — all contributed to make 
known His glorious victory obtained over death. 

Thus it had been at His birth, which was made known 
to men by the miraculous star, that led the Magi to His 
manger ; by the angels* message to the shepherds, who 
spread the glad tidings, so that all “ who heard wondered 
at those things that were told them. ,, 1 Herod also, 
though unwittingly, helped to spread the glad tidings of 
1 St. Luke ii. 18. 
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the Messias* birth, when being “ troubled/* “ all Jerusalem " 
feared “ with him/* and through this enemy of the Divine 
Infant, the news reached “ all the chief priests and the 
scribes of the people/* whom Herod assembled in order to 
ascertain “ where Christ should be bom .*' 1 It was fitting 
that our Lord's Birth and Resurrection should be heralded 
by Nature , men, and angels . 

St. Matthew alone relates the incidents of the earthquake 
and the apparition of an angel to the guards. He writes : 
14 Behold, there was a great earthquake. For an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and coming rolled back 
the stone and sat upon it. And his countenance (better, 
his appearance) was as lightning, and his raiment as snow, 
and for fear of him, the guards were struck with terror, 
and became as dead men." * 

“ Behold ! ** The Evangelist calls our attention to the 
unexpectedness of the incident. But a moment before, 
all was tranquil, some of the guards sleeping, others watch- 
ing, and darkness still covered the land. Then in the 
twinkling of an eye, a rumbling sound was heard — “ the 
earthshookand trembled," “the foundationsofthe mountain 
were moved .*' 8 But instead of a deeper veil of darkness 
covering the earth, the whole scene was lit up as with 
lightning, when the angel of God rolled away the stone 
from the sepulchre, and seated himself upon it. 

The watchingguards — proud Roman soldiers accustomed 
to the din of battle and the enraged onset of their foes — 
were overcome with fear when brought into contact with 
this messenger from the supernatural world. Those who 
were sleeping awoke instantly, and all — pallid with fear — 
fell to the earth and lay prone there as “ dead men." Sheer 
physical terror alone would have made them tremble, for 
the bravest are overawed by “ a great earthquake, but 
to this natural motive for terror was added a supernatural 
one. From the majestic countenance of the angel, lightning 
1 St. Matt. ii. 4. * Ibid., xxviii. 2. 9 2 Kings xxii. 8. 
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seemed to flash. Brave as these soldiers were in the thick 
of earth's combats, they could not resist the presence of a 
heavenly messenger. We know not how long they lay 
prostrate, but when their swoon came to an end, as they 
gradually recovered consciousness, they must have re- 
membered all they had heard of the mighty deeds of the 
Prophet of Galilee, the prodigies of Good Friday, the pre- 
dictions of His Resurrection of the third day — and that 
they were keeping the first watch of this very day. — All 
this came forcibly before them, and panic-stricken, in 
abject terror they fled from the garden. 

What happened afterwards ? As far as we can judge 
from the Gospel narrative, as soon as they had recovered a 
little from their fright, they returned to the sepulchre. 
During their absence (or as some commentators think, 
while they lay fainting on the ground) the first of the 
different groups of women arrived at the grave, saw the 
stone rolled away, received the angel's message, and de- 
parted to communicate the joyful news to their companions. 
Then the terrified guards having summoned up courage, 
returned and examined the sepulchre. They looked for 
the sacred Body, which they had been commissioned to 
guard, but found It not — the tomb was empty, only the 
grave cloths remained there — a circumstantial evidence 
to the fact of the Resurrection. If these Roman soldiers 
would not or could not endorse the angel's words “ He is 
risen," they could confirm the first part of the angelic 
message : “ He is not here." Of this they had assured 
themselves, by thoroughly examining the sepulchre. We 
may conclude that, while they were so doing, the angel 
was no longer visible. Having concluded their search 
and convinced themselves that since no body remained for 
them to guard, there was no further need for them to 
remain. Hence the captain, taking with him some of 
the men to give their corroboration of his story, went to 
the chief priests. 
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St. Matthew thus relates this incident : “ Some of the 
guards came into the city and told the chief priests all 
things that had been done." These chief priests were, in 
their turn, terrified. “ Had He really risen ? " they asked 
each other, as their faces blenched with fear. They saw 
how panic-stricken these guards were, and knew that some 
great event must have happened — they did not question 
the truth of the soldiers' narrative. In vain had these 
rulers flattered themselves that they had succeeded in 
ridding themselves of Jesus of Nazareth ; in vain had they 
exclaimed “ Well done, well done, our eyes have seen it." 
All their latent fears were aroused. He had said that He 
would rise again on the third day, and early on this very 
day, these guards had brought word that the grave was 
empty. Once more the prophetic words were realised : 
" The sinners in Sion are afraid . . . trembling hath seized 
upon the hypocrites." 

The situation was grave I What was to be done ? In- 
stantly, they convoked an assembly of the Sanhedrin, 
and among them probably Joseph and Nicodemus attended. 
What an intense look of fear and anxiety the countenances 
of our Lord's enemies and murderers revealed ? How 
eagerly they inquired why they had been thus so hurriedly 
and unexpectedly convoked. What a deep, tense silence 
reigned while the guards related all that had taken place 
as far as they knew it. There was no gainsaying their 
story — they spoke with intense conviction, their testimony 
was unanimous. 

Then the soldiers were told to retire while the Sanhedrin 
deliberated. Their plan was soon made — a lying report 
must be propagated, and to this end they would bribe the 
soldiers. But the guards were numerous — there were 
sixteen of them — hence “ a large sum of money " was re- 
quired to purchase their silence and connivance. It was 
in keeping with their previous conduct that those rulers of 
Israel had no scruple about taking this hush-money from 
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the Treasury of the Lord, and bolstering up a lie with the 
alms offered by the devout for the service of the sanctuary. 
From that Treasure chest they had taken the money to 
pay Judas for his treachery — a small sum in his case, but 
which nevertheless sufficed to secure his co-operation. 
Thus, for the second time, money played its part in connec- 
tion with the incidents of the Passion, and each time as a 
determining factor for wrongdoing. How often in the 
history of humanity it has played a like ignoble part ! 
How many thousands are still bound with its golden 
chains ! 

Having come to a decision, the Sanhedrists recalled the 
guards, and, handing over to them “ the great sum of 
money/’ they laid down their conditions : “ Say you : 
His disciples came by night and stole Him away when we 
were asleep, and if the governor shall hear of this, we will 
persuade him and secure you." The bait was tempting — 
there lay the great sum of money. It could be theirs in 
return for circulating a base calumny. Doubtless those 
guards did not hesitate. After all, their lives were at 
stake, should the governor come to know that the Body of 
Jesus, which they were charged to guard carefully, had 
been removed, and they knew not how or when this had 
come to pass. True, their very lie imperilled their lives 
also, for the Roman soldier who slept during his watch in- 
curred the death penalty. There was danger ahead which- 
ever way they looked, so thinking that in all probability 
Pontius Pilate would never trouble about the matter, and 
knowing that it was the chief priests’ interest not to betray 
them, they accepted the money and took the risk — less 
guilty than those sanctimonious Sanhedrists, who counselled 
this iniquitous course and seconded their advice with a 
bribe. The chief priests had succeeded once more and, as 
St. Augustine remarks : “ That avarice which overcame 
Judas, the companion of Christ, also overcame the soldiers 
who guarded the sepulchre.’’ 
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Yet it was a lying story which contradicted itself, for 
had the guards fallen asleep, how could they know that the 
disciples had stolen the Body of Jesus ? If they were 
awake, why did they not prevent the theft ? Could a few 
unarmed disciples have offered any effective resistance 
to armed soldiers, even if the former had made any such 
attempt ? Would these disciples have taken the trouble 
to unswathe the limbs of the dead Body ? What advan- 
tage would it have been to them to take away the dead 
body, seeing that Jesus had been honourably interred ? 
Moreover, after the third day — supposing that He had not 
really risen — they could have had free access to the tomb ? 
Clumsily as the story was invented, it attained the proposed 
end, for “ they, taking the money, did as they were taught.” 
What was the result of this piece of deception ? Like most 
lies, it had a certain success, for St. Matthew adds : “ This 
word was spread among the Jews even unto this day,” 
and the Evangelist penned these words fifteen years after 
our Lord’s Ascension. 

On their side, the rulers trusted the success of their lie 
to Pilate's indifference and weakness of character. What 
would it matter to the Governor of Judea what had be- 
come of the dead body of a criminal ! He would never 
inquire into the question. If Jesus of Nazareth had indeed 
risen, He would not again walk the streets of Jerusalem in 
His natural Body and appearance, since, according to the 
Jewish teachers, after the resurrection, the souls dwelt in 
a spiritual body, so the Nazarene would never appear to 
give the lie to their tale. Thus these Sanhedrists argued, 
as they again strove to persuade themselves that all was 
“ well done,” seeing that the soldiers had accepted the 
bribe and given the required promise of secrecy as to the 
true course of events. 

Did the guards' story ever reach the ears of Pilate ? 
Eusebius, who wrote early in the third century — less than 
two hundred years later — states explicitly that it did, and 
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that Pilate informed Tiberius Caesar of the fact. Eusebius 
writes : 44 The fame of our Lord’s remarkable resurrection 
and ascension being now spread abroad, according to an 
ancient custom prevalent among the rulers of the nations, 
to communicate novel occurrences to the emperor — that 
nothing might be unknown to him — Pilate transmitted to 
Tiberius 1 an account of the circumstances concerning the 
Resurrection of our Lord from the dead, the report of which 
had already been spread throughout Palestine.” * 

Thus God made known the glorious truth of the Resur- 
rection even to the enemies of His Son. The pagan 
guards were certainly allowed to see the Angel, since it 
was 14 for fear of him ” that they 44 were struck with terror.” 
The earthquake alone would not have terrified these Roman 
soldiers so much, for they must have witnessed others 
previously. True, this was 44 a great earthquake,” though 
probably not the result of any special intervention of 
Divine Power with the laws of Nature. Still, the conjunc- 
tion of the circumstances which had preceded and those 
that followed, gave it a certain supernatural character. 
God had so timed the earthquake that it should be like a 
royal trumpet, proclaiming the greatest event that had 
ever taken place on earth. Cornelius k Lapide remarks 
that 44 the earth, which trembled with horror at the death 
of Christ, leaped with joy at His Resurrection.” 

Again, the earthquake naturally inspired fear. Even 
Christians look upon this fearful scourge as a visitation, 
and pagans have always considered earthquakes as portents 

1 Since the Crucifixion took place circa a.d. 31 and Tiberius died 
in a.d. 37, it follows that the news came to the Emperor’s ears 
within some five or six years of the event. As the knowledge of 
the Resurrection was widely spread abroad at Pentecost, we must 
restrict St. Matthew’s statement that " the story (t.e. of the theft 
of Christ’s body) was spread among the Jews,” to those who did 
not accept the testimony of the Apostles, and the unbelieving Jews 
far exceeded numerically those who became Christians. 

* Bk. II. ch. ii. 
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of some terrible, universal calamity, or a proof of the anger 
of the gods. In the sacred Scriptures earthquakes are 
frequently referred to as signs of the presence of Jehovah, 
who “ looketh upon the earth, and maketh it tremble .” 1 
The terror which the guards experienced in consequence 
of the earthquake, was increased by the mysterious events 
which had accompanied our Lord’s death on Good Friday, 
and the fact that they were keeping watch at this midnight 
hour over the grave of One, who indubitably had raised the 
dead and had predicted that, on the third day. He Himself 
would rise again. Even before the earth trembled, we can 
quite realise that inexpressible, eerie, weird forebodings of 
some superhuman exhibition of power must have oppressed 
these Roman soldiers. And their apprehensions were more 
than realised when the angel, descending “ from Heaven, 

. . . rolled back the stone ” from the sepulchre “ and 
sat upon it.” 

We may gather some faint idea of the terror which seized 
the guards, from the narration of the vision of an angel to 
the prophet Daniel, who thus describes the apparition and 
its effects : 

“ I saw a man, clothed in linen, and his loins girded with 
the finest gold. His body was like to chrysolite (i.e, topaz) 
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes 
as a burning lamp : and his arms and all downward, even 
to the feet, like in appearance to glittering brass, and the 
voice of his word, like the voice of a multitude. I, Daniel, 
alone saw the vision, for the men that were with me saw 
it not, but an exceeding great terror fell upon them, and 
they fled away, and hid themselves. And I being left 
alone saw this great vision, and there remained no strength 
in me . . . and I fainted away.” 2 

If the holy prophet of God thus “ fainted away ” when 
he had a vision of a glorious angel, no wonder that these 
heathen soldiers “ became as dead men.” We may here 
1 Ps. ciii. 32. 1 Dan. x. 5. 
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ask reverently why God allowed these guards to see the 
angel, whereas the companions of Daniel were not permitted 
to gaze upon the vision. 

Several reasons have been given, the chief being that 
God willed these Roman guards should bear testimony to 
the Resurrection of Jesus, and that, through them, the 
chief priests and ancients should learn that our Lord’s 
predictions concerning His Resurrection had been fulfilled. 
These bitter enemies of Christ would not have accepted 
the testimony of Joseph of Arimathea nor of Nicodemus, 
both of whom were members of the Sanhedrin. Still less 
would they have accepted the evidence of the disciples of 
Jesus. But when these Roman soldiers related their story, 
the rulers could not gainsay such collective, unanimous, 
and circumstantial testimony. Moreover, it was against 
the guards’ interest to relate what had happened, and the 
empty tomb corroborated their statements. Therefore, 
through the apparition of the angel to the guards, the 
enemies of Christ learned that He had fulfilled His prediction 
by rising on the third day. They learned then that all 
their wicked plots had ultimately failed, and perhaps the 
words of the Psalmist recurred to their minds as, terrified 
and panic-stricken, they listened to the guards' story : 
“ He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at them, and the 
Lord shall deride them.” 1 

How eagerly Joseph and Nicodemus — secret disciples of 
Jesus — listened to these soldiers ! It confirmed their weak 
faith and gave them confidence. As regards the inveterate 
foes of Jesus, far from bringing them to repentance, it seems 
to have confirmed them in their obstinacy and blindness. 

Another effect or motive of the vision was to manifest 
the power of God. When the prophet of Galilee raised 
Lazarus from the tomb, human hands rolled away the 
stone to give means of exit to a natural body, which was 
destined to die a second time. When the Incarnate Son 

1 Ps. ii. 4. 
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of God conquered Death, a glorious angel descended from 
heaven and rolled away the stone from the sepulchre, not 
to give Him exit, but to allow men to see that His Body was 
not in the tomb. 

Thirdly, the soldiers were allowed to see the angel, in 
order that they might not interfere with the ministering 
women and the disciples who went to visit the sepulchre. 
As the men were either prostrate on the ground in a death- 
like swoon or had precipitously taken flight, they could 
not prevent the holy women from entering the sepulchre 
and receiving the angel's message, nor could they accuse 
any particular person of having removed our Lord's Body. 

While the rulers of Israel were plotting to explain away 
the clear evidence of facts, many in the Holy City were 
receiving supernatural communications concerning the 
Resurrection of Jesus, for St. Matthew relates that 11 the 
graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints that slept 
arose, and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, 
came into the holy city and appeared to many." 1 The 
Evangelist connects the resurrection of these just with the 
death of our Lord, but in so doing, he anticipates the event, 
as he expressly states that these saints came out of their 
tombs “ after His resurrection” The Jews generally 
hewed their sepulchres out of the live rock without the 
city walls. The opening of the graves resulted from the 
earthquake, which dislodged the stones placed at the en- 
trance to the sepulchres. Now that Christ had “ risen 
from the dead, the first fruits of them that slept," % — “ the 
first-born from the dead," 8 — it was meet that these saints 
should rise. It is the opinion of the most modem commen- 
tators that they rose with glorified bodies, and that they 
ascended body and soul with Him on Ascension Day, as 
trophies won from death by the Lord of Life. It does not 
seem probable that death regained his empire over these 
saints' bodies. We can contemplate the scene in spirit, 
1 St. Matt, xxvii. 52. * 1 Cor. xv. 20. * Col. i. 18. 
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From the vast cemetery which encircled Jerusalem — for 
none might be buried in the Holy City — “ many ” saints 
came forth with their bodies. Angels guarded the 
sepulchres of these saints and watched over their ashes. 
Some had died in ages long past, such as Adam, Eve, 
Abraham, David, the prophets and kings of Israel. Others 
had lived during our Lord’s lifetime — for example, St. 
Joseph, St. John the Baptist, holy Simeon, Anna, St. 
Elizabeth, and St. Joachim. It is generally believed that 
those who rose were those holy souls who had typified Christ 
or helped to make Him known during their lives. These 
“ saints ” had seen Jesus in Hades, and on that glorious 
Easter morning He had completed their happiness by 
again uniting their souls with their bodies. These saints 
were the first whose bodies were raised glorious, and, as 
far as we know , the only beings who now enjoy this privilege 
in heaven. 

From the many tombs that were opened, these saints 
rose and came forth, unseen by mortals, except by those 
to whom they were appointed to appear. God had a work 
for them on earth — they were to be the witnesses to Christ’s 
Resurrection, the living proofs of His victory over death — 
that “ strong man armed ” who has so long kept his court 
in peace. These saints thus wrested from his long firm 
grasp, proved that One, stronger than He, had overcome 
him, taken away the “ armour wherein he trusted ” and 
distributed “ his spoils .” 1 Further, these glorified saints 
were a pledge of the glorious resurrection of all the just at 
the last day. Thus in a special manner, they were the 
heralds and the living witnesses to His having risen. 

How terrified at first must those have been, to whom 
they manifested themselves, and what joy followed when 
the supernatural visitants were recognised ! Only those 
worthy of such a favour were visited by these saints, and 
the effect of their apparition was to give men faith in the 
1 St. Luke xi. 21. 
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Resurrection — to prepare some chosen witnesses to this 
truth. When the Apostles went forth to preach this funda- 
mental doctrine, there were 44 many ” who could corroborate 
their teaching by the testimony of those 44 that had slept ” 
and whom God had raised up again to be His messengers. 

These saints came into the Holy City. Guilty as the 
Jewish rulers and people were, still it was the Sion of God’s 
choice. There He had willed that His Temple should be 
raised, there humanity was redeemed. We, too, when the 
time comes, appointed by God, hope to wing our flight to 
the Heavenly Jerusalem, there to join the multitude which 
no man can number, and by our very presence there bear 
our witness to the infinite patience and love of God, to 
the power of His Resurrection. 

Meanwhile we have, each and all, a very real mission to 
accomplish on earth. Like the just of the Old Law, we 
must live as 14 pilgrims and strangers ” upon earth, prac- 
tising those virtues which befit men who seek 44 a better, 
that is to say a heavenly country.” Then will it be truth- 
fully said of us, as of those who looked forward to the first 
coming of Christ : 44 God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for He hath prepared for them a country .” 1 

O blessed saints who were privileged to be the heralds 
of our Redeemer's Resurrection and who now adore Him 
in heaven, pray for us that we may so bear witness to Him 
during our life's pilgrimage, that we may one day hear 
those blessed words of welcome : 44 Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 



SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude . — Visit the selpulchre of Jesus in spirit 
during the third night-watch " on the first day of the week." 
Consider the earthquake, the apparition of the angel, the rais- 
ing to life of the saints. 

1 Heb. xi. 13 et seq. 
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Second Prelude . — Pray that you, by leading a super- 
natural life, may always bear living witness to the Resur- 
rection. 

First Point . — By the earthquake, the apparition, and the 
empty tomb, the Roman guards are taught that Christ had 
risen again. They fear and fall prone “ as dead men.” 

Second Point . — The guards recovered from their swoon 
and went to tell the chief priests and ancients what had 
happened. God thus informed these enemies of Christ of 
the Resurrection and revealed His power. 

Third Point . — Many of the just arose from the dead and, 
appearing in the Holy City, were witnesses to the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. We, too, are called to be living witnesses to 
this truth by our Christian lives. 

Colloquy . — Pray for firm faith in the great mysteries 
taught by the Church. Ask that the love of money or tem- 
poral interests may never lead you astray. Pray that you 
may never counsel others to sin. Ask that in your daily life 
you may bear witness to the Risen Saviour by practising the 
virtue of detachment. Invoke the saints who were raised 
on Easter Day, and ask that you may hereafter be associated 
with them in glory everlasting. 
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V 



“ SITTING OVER AGAINST THE SEPULCHRE ” 

“ There was in the place where He was crucified a garden, and in 
the garden, a new sepulchre, wherein no man had yet been laid.'* — 
St. John xix. 41. 

“ Come and see the place where the Lord was laid.” — St. Matt, 
xxviii. 6. 

“ Certain women affrighted us . . . not finding His body.” — 
St. Luke xxrv. 22. 

W HILE the panic-stricken guards have fled to 
announce to the chief priests what had hap- 
pened at the tomb, and the holy women have 
not as yet reached the garden, let us reverently take up 
our station by our Redeemer's empty grave. We will 
accept the angel's gracious invitation and, “ sitting 
over against the sepulchre," meditate on this wondrous 
mystery of the Resurrection and beg our Risen Saviour 
to deign to manifest Himself to our longing souls. “ Thou 
that dwellest in the gardens, the friends hearken ; make me 
hear Thy voice." “ Lord, it is good for us to be here " — 
here in this garden," and yet “ How terrible is this 
place ! " “ This is no other but the house of God and the 
gate of heaven ." 1 “ Indeed the Lord is in this place ! " 
and “ the angels of God " may be seen “ ascending and 
descending by it." Still, we may remain here without 
fear, for the angelic message is given to all the faithful 
disciples of Jesus. 

The angel in his majesty sitsmotionless near thesepulchre 
on the right side, clothed in a white garment, guarding the 

1 Gen. xxviii. passim . 
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Royal Tomb. His countenance turns no lightning flashes 
upon His King’s faithful subjects. Though the angelic 
sentinel is clothed “ in shining apparel,” we may venture 
to take our stand quite close to the untenanted grave. If 
we invoke his powerful intercession, that majestic angel 
will assist us in our contemplation and obtain for us some 
spiritual light which, by enlightening our intelligence and 
strengthening our will, may help us to walk in newness of 
life, as befits those who have risen with Christ. Blessed 
angel of the Resurrection, intercede for us and reveal to 
our yearning souls the great lessons of this mystery ; bring 
us likewise a message from our Risen Lord, which shall 
prepare us to receive His visit. 

We will take up our place dose by the sepulchre, just 
where we can see into the chamber. All is lit up by the 
presence of the angel, who is seated upon the stone within 
the vestibule. We perceive the tomb and the grave cloths. 
Silence reigns around us ; the day has not yet dawned. 
Darkness still envelops the earth — only the empty sepulchre 
is illumined. We are 11 with Him in the garden,” though 
we see Him not ; we can commune with Him in the silence 
and solitude of loving contemplation. 

There was a garden, and in the garden a sepulchre. Our 
thoughts revert to that “ Paradise of pleasure,” planted by 
the Creator in the beginning. In that garden there was no 
sepulchre , for it was the type of the eternal home of the 
redeemed, “ where death shall be no more, nor mourning, 
nor crying, nor sorrow shall be any more, for the former 
things have passed away.” 1 All delights were in the ter- 
restrial Paradise. In the middle was the tree of life, of 
which he who ate the fruit would never have tasted death. 
But our first parents sinned, and thereby incurred the 
penalty of death. Lest they should “ take also of the tree 
of life, and eat, and live for ever,” they were sent out of 
“ the paradise of pleasure ” : at the gate. Cherubim were 

1 Apoc. xxi. 4. 
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placed to bar the entrance, “ and a flaming sword, turning 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life .” 1 Here, 
in Joseph of Arimathea’s garden, Jesus, the Lord of Life, 
has rested for a brief moment in the sleep of death. Angels 
keep watch over His empty tomb, as they guarded the 
entrance to Paradise. Thanks be to God, no cherubim 
prevent our entering this garden, no flaming sword is 
turned against those who seek Jesus. On the contrary, 
the angels invite us to enter, and give us the joyful news 
that He is not there for He is risen. The guards have been 
driven away, that the disciples may enter freely. 

There was a garden and in the garden a sepulchre. It must 
needs be so, since man has incurred the penalty of death 
through his sin: this garden with its empty sepulchre 
would have no reason to be, had man not needed a Re- 
deemer. But as sin was committed in Eden and man fell 
there from the friendship of God, so in this garden the re- 
paration has been completed. In Paradise, humanity 
received its charter for the grave — given to each human 
being at his birth — in Joseph's garden Jesus set the seal to 
man's Redemption, whereof the pledge is given to each 
one over whom the baptismal waters flow. Though we are 
not exempt from death, we have the assurance of a glorious 
resurrection, since our Redeemer is “ the first-fruits of 
them that sleep.'' 

It was in a garden that Eve sinned and God's curse fell 
upon the human race. Years and years of untold sorrows 
had weighed down the children of men in consequence. 
But the moment appointed for fulfilling the Messianic 
promises, made in the Paradise of pleasures, came at last 
on that Easter morning, when the angels first made known 
to the holy women, the joyful news that the seed of the 
woman had indeed crushed the serpent's head — that Jesus 
was truly risen and death was swallowed up in victory. 
The faithful women were likewise privileged to hear " the 

1 Gen. iii. 23-4. 
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voice of the Lord God walking in Paradise/’ and to be 
sent to the Apostles as the messengers of the Risen Saviour. 
Contrast the two scenes and gaze down into the depths of 
the abyss that separates them — Adam and Eve cast forth 
weeping from Paradise and cherubim guarding the en- 
trance with a flaming sword — the ministering women, 
hastening with joy from the garden to carry the glad news 
that the Saviour had risen, and that the kingdom of heaven 
was henceforth open to all believers. How little even these 
privileged messengers realised the true, far-reaching sig- 
nificance of the message they conveyed to the Apostles ! 

It was in a garden that the sentence of death was pro- 
nounced. “ In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return to the earth, out of which thou wast taken, 
for dust thou art and into dust shalt thou return .” 1 Long 
ages sped on their course, and every child of Adam had 
owned Death’s sway. His scythe, ever at work, had gone 
on reaping generation after generation. Not a human 
being had escaped except Henoch, who “ was translated, 
that he should not see death,” 2 and Elias, who “ went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven,” 3 but it is generally believed 
they will return again to earth, towards the end of the world 
and be martyred, for commentators identify the “ two wit- 
nesses,” mentioned in the Apocalypse, with Henoch and 
Elias. During the course of long ages, a few were called 
back to life by the power of God, but they had to yield 
again to the grim tyrant’s sway. Moreover, Death retained 
all his victims, until that Easter Day, when Jesus snatched 
the sceptre from his hand by rising from the grave Himself, 
and by raising to life "many of them that slept.” As 
Death gained his empire in a garden, so it was in a garden 
that he lost it for ever. 

In the garden a tomb . It is the spring season and in 
Joseph’s garden the flowers are springing up. Nature 
teems with life and the landscape is fair to gaze upon. 

1 Gen. iii. 19. * Heb. xi. 5. *4 Kings ii. 11. 
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Yet, in the midst of this exuberance of life, we find a tomb 
— the emblem of death. Is there any real incongruity 
between life and death ? Not if we look below the surface. 
These flowers in all their beauty could never have sprung 
up to gladden our eyes, if the seeds planted had not seen 
corruption, that the germ might expand. It is thus with 
the bodies of men, as St. Paul so beautifully explains in 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians — in that passage which 
has consoled so many thousands of mourners — that the 
human body “is sown in corruption, it shall rise in in- 
corruption. It is sown in dishonour, it shall rise in glory. 
It is sown in weakness, it shall rise in power. It is sown a 
natural body, it shall rise a spiritual body ." 1 The garden 
flowers blooming on all sides remind us that death is but 
“ a planting ” for the Christian. The Holy One, who saw 
no corruption, has risen “ to die no more," and if “ we have 
been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall 
also in the likeness of His resurrection.” 2 With joy, can 
we appropriate St. Paul's exultant challenge to King 
Death : “ O death, where is thy victory ? O death, where 
is thy sting ? ” Henceforth we can look calmly upon every 
tenanted tomb and our own untenanted grave, for if the 
sight of a cemetery — the sleeping place of our loved ones — 
suggests thoughts of death, it is but of death as a prelude 
to a truer and a lasting life. 

A garden, and in the garden a new sepulchre f m which Jesus, 
“ the lily of the valleys,” remained for three days. He lay 
dead in the tomb — the lily among the thorns — His sacred 
face still bearing the marks of the crown, which the soldiers 
had placed upon His head. Here He rested “ on the bed 
of aromatical spices,” the gift of loving disciples. Here 
His faithful disciples keep watch throughout the Easter 
vigil, and from their souls rises the yearning cry : “ Have 
you seen Him, whom my soul loveth ? ” 8 

A garden close to that hallowed garden of Gethsemani, 

1 i Cor. xv. 42. 1 Rom. vi. 5. * Cant. iii. 3. 
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in which He commenced His sacred Passion. In Gethsemani 
His all-holy Soul was “ sorrowful even unto death,” and 
He longed for human sympathy and intercession, He de- 
sired and even implored His Apostles to remain near and 
watch with Him, while He wrestled with the powers of 
darkness. In Joseph’s garden He sleeps in peace ; the 
conflict has been fought and won, nevertheless He would 
have us watch here, waiting for the first rays of that blessed 
Easter morning, when He rose, never to die again. 

In the garden a new sepulchre. None had ever rested there 
before, none after. Joseph of Arimathea had made that 
grave for himself and his family, little thinking that he was 
preparing a royal tomb for his Redeemer. How often it 
happens in life that we prepare something for ourselves — 
for our own enjoyment or for those dear to us. We were 
so glad to prepare our children’s future either materially 
or spiritually. We strove hard that they should lack 
nothing which we could provide, and then one day the 
message came, “ The Lord hath need of it.” The wrench 
was terrible, but could we have looked ahead and seen how 
the unerring foresight of God plans out all that concerns 
each one of His children, we should have been resigned, if 
not glad to make Him this offering, in spite of the suffering 
— often continued through long, weary years — which it 
entailed. 

In the garden a new sepulchre , the only tomb ever tenanted 
by a Sinless One. Another sinless one — our blessed Lady 
— will for a few short hours occupy a sepulchre ; but when 
Jesus lay in the sepulchre, never in the world’s history had 
a grave received a human being who was not a sinner. Sin 
has opened every tomb— our sin opened Joseph’s tomb to 
our Redeemer. It is because we are sinners that we are 
Death’s legitimate captives — Christ alone was “ free among 
the dead ” — free to lay down His life, free to take it up 
again as and when He willed. 
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In the garden , a new sepulchre lent by Joseph to the 
Galilean prophet. It was fitting that Jesus should have 
but a borrowed grave, seeing that He would need one for 
so short a time. He could have none by right, since He 
was the Sinless One. Therefore He accepted this loan — 
a proof of Joseph's love and fidelity — as, indeed, He ever 
deigns to accept our offerings, small though they be even 
in our eyes. Little did Joseph dream that the resting- 
place which he had offered to the Crucified would be, in 
the course of ages, the spot towards which millions of 
pilgrims would converge. This borrowed grave was given 
to the Church for all time. Our Saviour's poverty, too, 
exacted a borrowed grave. He who had “ not where to 
lay His head" could make no provision for a burying- 
place, and God provided one by means of a faithful disciple. 

In the garden, a sepulchre guarded by angels . They kept 
watch over our Saviour’s Body and over the place where 
It had lain. By resting there He made that tomb a sacred 
shrine. He hallowed it as He hallowed every place where 
He sojourned. Palestine is “ the Holy Land " because He 
trod its dust. He hallows, also, the grave of every Chris- 
tian ; He will hallow mine. How many millions through- 
out long centuries have accepted the angel's invitation : 
“ Come and see the place where the Lord lay ! " That 
hallowed sepulchre of Jesus was guarded during the Easter 
vigil by angels, friends and foes, and thus it has been ever 
since. Men have given their lives to preserve it intact, to 
rescue it from profanation. The very efforts, made by 
the inveterate enemies of Christianity to obliterate this 
hallowed landmark, have but served to mark the site. 
Hadrian’s monuments, erected to desecrate Calvary and 
the Holy Sepulchre, made known to Constantine their 
exact positions. Thus men overreach themselves when 
fighting against God. 

The Holy Sepulchre! How sacred it is to all Chris- 
tians ! As a well-known author has aptly said : “ No 

65 E 



Digitized by CjOOQle 




From the Sepulchre to the Throne 

other spot on the surface of this earth can equally rouse 
Christian interest. Rome and Athens have glories all their 
own : they say much to the historical imagination ; but 
they say little by comparison to all that is deepest in our 
nature — little to the conscience, little to the heart. Sinai 
and Horeb, Lebanon and Hermon, Hebron and Bethel . . . 
have high claims on Jews and Christians from their place in 
the history and books of the chosen people ; but dearer 
still to us Christians are Bethlehem and Nazareth, and 
Jericho and Bethany, and Tabor and the Hill of the Beati- 
tudes, and Bethsaida and Capernaum, and Gethsemani 
and Calvary ; and yet the interest even of these must pale 
before that which attracts us to the Tomb of Jesus. When, 
in the Middle Ages, the flower of European chivalry, and 
amongst them our own King Richard, set forth on that 
succession of enterprises which we know as the Crusades, 
the special object which .roused Europe to this great and 
prolonged effort was the deliverance, not so much of the 
Holy Land but the Holy Sepulchre from the rule of the 
infidel ; and when a Christian in our day finds himself in 
the Holy City, what is it to which his eager steps first and 
naturally turn ? There is . . . one spot compared with 
which the site of the Temple itself is insignificant : he must 
take the advice of the Angel of the Sepulchre, ... he must 
44 see the place where the Lord lay .” 1 Truly, Jesus hallows 
every spot where He rests ; He hallows my soul and body 
by His Eucharistic presence. They, likewise, are sacred 
shrines watched over by angels , consecrated by His Presence . 

In the garden a sepulchre now empty, since 41 He is not 
here ; He is risen as He said.” Joseph's sepulchre is now 
untenanted — it is as empty as all earth's graves will be 
on that day which was shown to St. John in prophetic 
vision — when 44 the angel, standing upon the sea and upon 
the earth ” with his hand uplifted to Heaven, shall swear 
by Him that liveth for ever, that 44 time shall be no longer.” 2 

1 Canon Liddon. 1 Apoc. x. 6. 
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We wander round a graveyard ; we look at the tombstones 
and note the dates they bear. Some, whose bodies occupy 
these tombs, died two or three hundred years ago. We 
can scarcely decipher the exact year. Some were buried 
a few years ago — we knew them well. Others were but 
recently interred — yonder the sexton is preparing a fresh 
grave. We look at the massive monuments and we think 
of what they conceal — the ashes of generations — and the 
thought comes to us that all these graves without excep- 
tion, will one day be empty. Angels will roll away the 
stones and the dead shall come forth. The dead have 
but the lease of their tombs, they are not freeholders. 
Meanwhile, angels keep guard over these graves. What a 
consolation for those who mourn a wife, a husband, a loved 
child ! God will give them back, their graves will not 
always be closed and tenanted, for by faith we know that 
the dead shall rise. Therefore, we do not mourn for the 
faithful departed, as those who have no hope, since 

“ Our own are our own for ever, God taketh not back His gift ; 
They may pass beyond our vision, but our soul shall find them 
out, 

When the waiting is all accomplished, and the deathly 
shadows lift, 

And the glory is given for mourning, and the surety of God for 
doubt.* * 

Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory over sin 
and death. Thanks be to our Redeemer for the blessed 
lessons taught by His Resurrection. As surely as He has 
risen, so surely will the day come wherein “ all that are in 
the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
that have done good things shall come forth unto the 
resurrection of life /' 1 That day must come, wherein the 
sea — the largest of earth's cemeteries — “ shall give up its 
dead," and death shall be no more for the just. This 

x fc St. John v. 28. 
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blessed hope is a source of strength, it is “ the power of 
the Resurrection ” which brings home to us our responsi- 
bilities. Since we shall all rise again to confront the deeds 
done in the flesh, it behoves us to walk circumspectly. It 
is this hope of the resurrection of man which explains the 
mystery of the inequalities of human lives, of suffering, of 
injustice, and of death. In the life to come, there will be 
ample compensation for all earth’s tribulations. There- 
fore, we can at the hour of death make the sacrifice of our 
lives, knowing that since our Redeemer ever lives, we too, 
clothed again in the flesh, shall rise to a life of immortality 
and enter into the joy of our Lord. 



SUMMARY OF MEDITATION 

First Prelude . — Take up your stand near the empty 
sepulchre of Jesus. Within, seated upon a stone, is the Angel 
of the Resurrection. His presence lights up the tomb. 

Second Prelude . — Ask that you may learn the consoling 
lessons which the empty sepulchre conveys. 

First Point . — “ There was a garden.” Note the contrasts : 

In Eden there were no tombs, in this garden one new 
sepulchre. 

In Eden, Eve ruined the human race ; here Jesus sealed 
the work of Redemption. 

In the paradise of pleasures, a woman conveyed news of 
the fall of man ; here a woman announces the joy- 
ful news that the reparation is completed. 

In the first garden Death triumphed ; in Joseph's garden, 
he was overthrown. Death is but the condition 
of a newer and more perfect life. 

In Joseph's garden, the work begun in Gethsemani was 
completed. 

Second Point.— & sepulchre in a garden. Note that it was ; 

i. A new sepulchre— made for Man, used by the 
Man-God. 
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2. A sepulchre, and the only one tenanted by a Sinless 

Being. 

3. A borrowed tomb. Jesus needed no other, nor do 

we in reality. 

4. A hallowed grave, watched over by angels. 

5. An empty grave, as one day all graves will be 

tenantless. 

Colloquy . — Thank our Blessed Lord for having gained the 
victory over Death for you. Ask that you may accept death 
with resignation and even joy. Pray for a firm hope in the 
resurrection — one that will strengthen you in your hour of 
trial and convince you that, however trials may overwhelm 
you here in the arena of life, still — 

“ All is right that seems most wrong. 

If it be His sweet WilL” 
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VI 



THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

“ The third day, He rose again from the dead.” 

“ Haec dies, quam fecit Dominus, exultemus et laetemur in 
ea. Alleluia.” 

T HE Evangelists give neither details nor descrip- 
tion of our Lord's rising from the grave. St. Mark 
says simply that Jesus, “ rising early the first day 
of the week** appeared to Mary Magdalene. This is the 
only reference to the time of our Lord's Resurrection. 
The exact hour when it took place is not specified. 
St. Luke's words confirmed St. Mark's, when he tells 
that when the ministering women “ came to the sepulchre 
— bringing the spices which they had prepared" — "on 
the first day of the week very early in the morning, they 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus" — the tomb 
was already empty. St. Matthew announces the fact by 
giving the angel's testimony : “ He is not here ; He is 
risen, as He said." 

Still, if prayerfully and reverently we examine the words 
of the sacred Gospels and the prodigies which accompanied 
or followed the Resurrection of Jesus, we may, to a certain 
extent, penetrate the veil and, by grasping the inner mean- 
ing of these revealed truths, nourish our souls and thus 
advance in virtue. Just as the exquisite beauties of Nature 
are revealed by a powerful microscope, so the clear eye of 
faith, aided by the Holy Spirit, fathoms something of those 
wondrous spiritual truths which eternity alone will reveal 
in all their fulness. Origen, in his Epistle to the Romans 
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(ch. i.), tells us that nothing " is empty or insignificant with 
God/' and St. Irenaeus says : “ The sacred Scriptures 
contain nothing that is useless ” (Op. iv. 21). So we will 
consider every detail given in the Gospel narratives, that 
we may be able to form at least some faint conception of 
the grand events which took place on that “ first day of the 
week ” when, by rising from the tomb, Jesus conquered 
death and sealed the charter of man’s redemption. 

“ The third day He rose again.” Fittingly does the 
Church chant her joyful Alleluias, and acclaiming this 
glorious first day of the week as the day, as the one which 
the Lord hath made par excellence, exhort her children to 
rejoice and be glad in celebrating it. It was a great day 
which witnessed the Creation, so great that “ the morning 
stars praised God together, and all the sons of God made a 
joyful melody.” 1 It was a great day when the Incarnate 
Son of God came into this world, and the Eternal Father 
commanded all the angels to worship Him, but greater 
still was that " first day of the week,” when our Redeemer 
wrought His crowning miracle and the Gospel history 
reached its climax, since He was thus proved to be the 
Messias. Upon this doctrine, as upon a sure foundation, 
the Gospel of Christ rests. It was this truth which the 
Apostles went forth to teach — they were the living wit- 
nesses to the Resurrection. 

Thus we find St. Paul telling the Corinthians, “ If Christ 
be not risen again your faith is vain, for you are yet in your 
sins.” * But He has risen. “ Thanks be to God for this 
unspeakable gift,” for the certainty of the Resurrection 
of Jesus, which contains in itself the promise and gage of 
our own resurrection from the dead. Each Christian can 
now make his own the triumphant challenge of Holy Job, 
as, in a prophetic vision, he looked down the vista of long 
ages to this glorious first day — “ I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and in the last day I shall rise out of the earth and 
1 Job xxxviii. 7. * 1 Cor. xv. 17. 
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I shall be clothed again with my skin, and in my flesh I 
shall see my God. Whom I myself shall see, and my eyes 
shall behold, and not another : This my hope is laid up in 
my bosom .” 1 

Having touched upon the importance of the Resurrection, 
which is the fundamental article of our Creed, we will now 
consider some of the circumstances of this glorious mystery. 
We know that Jesus “ gave up the ghost ” on Good Friday 
at three o’clock. While the faithful friends and disciples 
of our Lord wept for Him, while His bitter enemies rejoiced 
over His death, whither did His Holy Soul take its flight ? 
To Hades, where the souls of the just were awaiting the 
hour of His Resurrection, which was destined to be that 
of their complete redemption. St. Peter states this ex- 
plicitly when, in his first Epistle, he says : “ Christ also 
died once for our sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might offer us to God, being put to death indeed in the 
flesh but enlivened in the spirit, in which also coming, He 
preached to those spirits that were in prison.” * 

Throughout long ages some of these holy souls had 
waited and prayed for His coming. We cannot realise 
the intensity of their yearning for their Redeemer. Freed 
from the burden and distractions of the flesh, their souls 
gravitated more and more towards their God, in proportion 
as their purity increased. Full of faith and hope, they 
waited and prayed : " How long, O Lord, how long ? ” 
O, that Thou wouldst rend the Heavens and come down ! ” 
“ As the hart panteth after the fountains of water, so my 
soul panteth after Thee, O God. My soul hath panted 
after the strong living God.” 8 Thus the prayers and plain- 
tive longings of holy Abel, of Adam and Eve, of countless 
patriarchs, prophets, kings, and devout souls had pierced 
the Heavens. Of all who had died in the friendship of God, 
not one had, as yet, entered Heaven. It was only when 
Jesus had “ overcome the sharpness of death ” and risen 
1 Job Tax. 25. * 1 Pet. iii. 18. * Ps. xli. 2. 
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gloriously on the third day that He could “ open the king- 
dom of Heaven to all believers. ,, 

On Good Friday, by dying on the tree of shame. He 
conquered death. From that wounded Body, the Soul of 
Jesus went forth, glorious and impassible to the prison 
of Hades, and the presence of “ the strong, living God,” 
transformed those sombre regions into a blessed Paradise. 
The glorious vision of the Redeemer suddenly lit up the 
darkness of Hades with His Divine Majesty. What an 
ecstasy of bliss inundated those holy souls ! Some, like 
those who perished in the Deluge, had provoked God to 
anger by their incredulity when " the patience of God was 
waiting in the days of Noe ” — waiting in vain for men's 
repentance. They “ had corrupted their ways,” and God 
overwhelmed them with the waters of the Flood, that He 
might bring before them the grievousness of their sins, 
lead them to turn to Him and save them hereafter. When 
Jesus entered Hades, these souls, purified by contrition 
and long ages of waiting, adored their Redeemer. Some, 
like holy Job, had served God faithfully while on earth, 
and when the long-expected Saviour came to visit them in 
their captivity, they could look forward to speedily receiv- 
ing the reward of the just. 

The presence of Jesus filled them with rapture : they 
adored and thanked Him with all the powers of their souls. 
Their long, long probation was over ; “ the strong living 
God ” had come to take them unto Himself. Oh, the joy 
of that moment ! Some day we hope to share their happi- 
ness. We look forward to that moment when, having 
expiated our sins in Purgatory and thus purified our souls, 
shall we be summoned from the flames of the lower world to 
“ see the King in His beauty,” to dwell with Him for ever 
in the contemplation of the Beatific Vision. Then — and 
then only— shall we enter fully into the sentiments of those 
captive waiting souls — those " prisoners of hope.” As 
our thoughts dwell on these mysteries and joys of “ the 
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world to come,” how the things of earth shrink into insigni- 
ficance ! How little it really matters what place we occupy 
here below, provided we serve our God faithfully, so that 
nothing be wanting to us in any grace, and we be 
found “waiting for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ .” 1 

We may accept the ancient tradition, which tells us that 
our Lord remained in Hades until the moment appointed 
for His Resurrection. There He revealed His Divine 
Power and authority and preached the Gospel, as He had 
done on earth. Some, like St. Joseph, holy Simeon, Anna 
the prophetess, and St. John the Baptist, had seen Him 
in the flesh. How they rejoiced that His work was ac- 
complished ! They now understood what had been so 
obscure before. Moses saw the Deliverer, raised up by 
God, whom he had predicted and of whom he was the type. 
Isaias, the martyred prophet of the Passion, at length saw 
“ this beautiful One in His robe, walking in the greatness 
of His strength.” a At last He had come speaking justice — 
a defender to save. 

All these true servants of God had been conquered by 
death, and it was fitting that when Jesus had vanquished 
this tyrant, He should spoil him of his victims. Yes, even 
in hell, the Redeemer's power was felt. If the devils had 
not known before for certain that Jesus was the Incarnate 
Son of God, they knew it after. “ He gave up the ghost.” 
Then they saw that, in urging on the Jews to compass the 
death of Jesus, they had been working for their own final 
defeat. In their fiery prison they were forced to render 
homage to the Name of Jesus, for because “ He humbled 
Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross . . . God also hath exalted Him and given 
Him a name which is above all other names.” 8 

While Jesus was receiving the homage of the souls in 
Limbo, His dead Body, swathed in the linen bands, still 
1 i Cor. i. 7. * Isa. briii. * Phil. ii. 8. 
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lay in the garden tomb. How we wish we could have gazed 
upon those sacred features and seen the wounds in His 
hands and feet. What an abasement for the Lord of Life, 
the sinless Saviour, to have yielded to death — the penalty 
of sin ! How we should have loved to have kept our vigil 
in that silent tomb, to have worshipped our crucified 
Saviour in union with the choirs of angels. The Divinity 
was enshrined in that dead Body, and legions of angels 
kept watch there. 

We will take up our station there in spirit soon after 
midnight on the first day of the week. The guards have 
just been relieved, for the third night-watch began at twelve 
o'clock. The silvery rays of the full moon light up the 
garden, the tomb, and the surrounding districts. The 
cross on Calvary stands out against the heavens, a shimmer- 
ing light is reflected from the gilded roof and pinnacle of 
the House of the Lord. All Nature is hushed. In the 
garden where the King of Kings lies buried at this mid- 
night hour — 



“ No other sound is heard 
But the dull measured tread of sentinels, 

Who with slow, sullen steps pass and repass 
The silent tomb, chafing that such a task 
By Gentile scorn to Jewish prejudice 
Had been assigned. Then ever and anon 
Strange terror seizes.” 

The watch-fire bums brightly, and close by it the soldiers 
who have just been relieved are sleeping soundly, wrapped 
in their large cloaks. The Royal Sepulchre is well guarded. 
Our Saviour, when dead, is numbered with the rich. It 
was thus that Isaias had seen it in prophetic vision, when 
he wrote : “ He shall give the ungodly for His burial and 
the rich for His death, because He hath done no iniquity." 
The soldiers — spear in hand — keep guard ; the stone which 
closes the entrance to the sepulchre is not only sealed but 
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cramped to the live rock with iron bands . 1 The “ un- 
godly” keep watch at the tomb, for it is situated in a 
private garden, so the chief priests have no power to send 
their Temple guards to fulfil this office. As Jew and 
Gentile gathered round the manger when the Christ came 
into the world, so now they gather round His Cross and 
unite in burying Him with royal honours, since the Roman 
guard was sent at the request of the chief priests. 

But the solemn moment of the glorious Resurrection 
of our Lord is at hand. We know that it took place during 
the third Roman night-watch, during those hours “ when 
deep sleep is wont to hold men.” At the appointed moment, 
Jesus came forth glorious from the sepulchre, unseen by 
the soldiers who paced up and down before the tomb. 
According to an ancient tradition, Jesus came from Hades 
accompanied by the multitudes of holy souls and the 
angelic legions. Accepting this traditiion, we may con- 
jecture that our Lord, before He raised His Sacred Body 
to life again, allowed these saints of the Old Testament to 
contemplate His dead Body tom with scourges and His 
hands and feet pierced by the cruel nails. Then they 
realised, as never before, the evil of sin. They learned 
how Jesus had loved them, and what He had endured for 
their Redemption. 

Let us pause and reverently contemplate the wondrous 
scene. Thousands of holy souls, legions of angels are 
present in the narrow limits of that sepulchre. Matter 
offers no obstacle to them. They throng around, and per- 
ceiving the dead Body of the Redeemer, they offer their 
adorations to the Divinity enshrined therein. The soul of 
Jesus is separated from His Body — as one day our souls 
will be — preparing to raise It by His Almighty Power to 
enter It and again endow It with life, to confer upon It 

1 St. Bede, who visited Jerusalem in the seventh century, states 
that he saw the holes in the rock in which the iron bands had been 
inserted. 
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the qualities of a glorious body — subtlety, agility, bright- 
ness, and impassibility — qualities which, in virtue of His 
Resurrection, will be granted to the bodies of the elect at 
the day of judgment. He is about to fulfil His many 
solemn promises. When challenged by His enemies as 
to the source of His authority, He had said : “ Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up,” but St. 
John adds : “ He spoke of the temple of His body .” 1 
Referring to His life, Jesus had also said : “ No man 
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself, and I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up.” a 
The supreme moment has come to fulfil these promises. 
In an instant, like a flash of lightning, Jesus’ soul enters 
His inanimate Body and raises it to a glorious life. 

“ Venite adoremus” 

Even “ the earth trembles at the presence of the Lord,” 
when “ it is enlightened with His Glory.” 8 If the guards 
“ became as dead men ” when in presence of the angel, 
“ whose countenance was as lightning, and his raiment as 
snow,” what must have been the awe and reverent adora- 
tion of the holy souls and the heavenly choirs ? How they 
abased themselves before the glorified Risen Saviour ! 
If, as St. Jerome tells us, even during our Lord’s life on 
earth “ certainly a flame of fire and starry brightness 
flashed from His eyes and the majesty of God shone in His 
face,” if the Roman cohort, overcome by His majestic 
mien in the garden of Gethsemani “ went backward and 
fell to the ground,” 4 what must have been the impression 
produced by the sight of the glorified Humanity ? 

Can we form any conception of the rapture experienced 
by the angelic and human spectators who were present 
when Jesus rose ? No, for “ eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 

1 St. John ii. 19. * Ibid., x. 18. 

• Ps. cxiv. 7. 4 St. John xviii. 6. 
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things God hath prepared for them that love Him ,” 1 and 
included in these “ things,” and the greatest of them, is 
the vision of Jesus glorified. 

To attempt to depict that wondrous scene which took 
place in the sepulchre when our Redeemer rose would be 
to “ rush in ” like fools “ where angels fear to tread.” Yet 
since, as St. Paul goes on to say, “ To us God hath revealed 
them by His Spirit,” we may turn to the inspired word of 
God and there find, in our human language, some descrip- 
tion of the Son of God in His glorified Humanity. Thus, 
when Jesus was transfigured upon Mount Thabor, we read 
that “ His face did shine as the sun ” and “ His garments 
became white as snow and glittering.” 2 St. John has given 
us a description of the Son of God as He appeared to him 
in a vision : “ I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, . . . 
and I saw one like to the Son of Man, clothed with a garment 
down to the feet and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. And His head and His hairs were white, as white 
wool, and as snow, and His eyes were as a flame of fire. 
And His feet like unto fine brass as in a burning furnace, 
and His voice as the sound of many waters. . . . His face 
was as the sun shineth in His power. And when I had seen 
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid His hand upon 
me, saying : 1 Fear not. I am the first and the last, and 
alive and was dead, and behold I am living for ever and ever, 
and have the keys of death and of hell.’ ” 8 In another vision 
in which St. John saw our Lord overcoming the beast, he 
thus describes His appearance : “ I saw heaven opened and 
behold a white horse, and He that sat upon was called 
faithful and true. . . . His eyes were as a flame of fire, and 
on His head many diadems . . . and He was clothed 
with a garment sprinkled with blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God. . . . And He hath on His gar- 

1 i Cor. ii. 9. 

* St. Matt. xvii. ; St. Mark ix. ; St. Luke ix. 

• Apoc. i. 10 et seq. 
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ment and on His thigh written : King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.” 1 

On this glorious “ first day of the week ” that hallowed 
sepulchre, like the heavenly Jerusalem, has “ no need of 
the sun or of the moon to shine in it ” and dissipate the 
darkness, “ for the glory of God hath enlightened it, and 
the Lamb is the lamp thereof.” * There the first fruits of 
men and angels' homage to the Risen Saviour are offered, 
and we may catch the faint echoes of their jubilant hymn 
of praise. We may hear “ the voice of many angels,” . . . 
and the number of them is “ thousands of thousands, say- 
ing with a loud voice : “ The Lamb that was slain is worthy 
to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour and glory and benediction.” Then the vast 
multitude of the redeemed continue the joyous canticle : 
“ Thou art worthy, O Lord . . . because Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God in Thy Blood, out of every 
tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.” And now 
are heard all saying : “ To the Lamb, benediction, and 
honour and glory and power for ever and ever.” 8 

We will unite our voices with those of the angels and 
holy souls, thanking Him for His glorious Resurrection, 
which is the pledge of our own. We will give Him thanks, 
too, for His great glory and for the blessed hope of seeing 
Him “ as He is ” when life's pilgrimage shall be ended, for 
the hope of gazing upon our Risen Saviour in His glorified 
Humanity, for the consolation of seeing those whom we 
have loved and lost, raised by the power of God to a new 
life, when their corruptible bodies shall have put on in- 
corruption and their mortal frame will be invested with 
immortality. For all who “ sleep in Jesus,” “ death is 
swallowed up in victory.” Thanks be to our Redeemer 
for this proof of His infinite love. 

The angels worship their Lord, they praise the Son of God 
for having sealed the work of Redemption. Now their 
1 Apoc. xix., passim . 1 Ibid., xx i. • Ibid., v., passim. 
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intense longing “ to look into ” the mysteries of man's 
Redemption is partially satisfied. The manifold wisdom 
of God “ is made known to the principalities and the 
powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal 
purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord." 1 
Now they know why they were not allowed to strike 
down those who insulted their King, even as the angel 
of the Lord had avenged the insults offered to the God 
of Israel by Sennacherib, when the heavenly messenger 
was permitted to slay 185,000 Assyrians.* Those spirits 
“ bright and glorious " who scourged Heliodorus for pro- 
faning the Temple — so that “ he lay speechless and without 
hope of recovering " until the priest, Onias, had offered a 
sacrifice for the recovery of the man " — now understand 
why they were not permitted to destroy those who tortured 
the Son of God. Those legions were at hand when Jesus 
suffered, but with the exception of the one privileged 
spirit, who was permitted to “ strengthen " Jesus in Geth- 
semani, they were not allowed to intervene during the hours 
of the powers of darkness. They see the true significance 
of the Temptation, the Agony, and the Crucifixion. All 
is dear to them, and just as dearly shall we see when we 
enter the portals of eternity, how in all the mysterious 
ways of Providence that guided the course of our life on 
earth, there was the tender, loving hand of our Heavenly 
Father working all together unto good for our eternal 
salvation. Meanwhile, firm in our faith in His Promises, we 
can lean on our God and in His strength go bravely forward. 

Jesus our Risen Saviour, our Strong Living God, has 
risen never to die again. Let us rejoice with Him, and this 
Easter joy will raise us above the trifles and bewitchments 
of earth, and hdp us along our homeward journey. It 
will strengthen us to bear the cross if, like our Lord, we 
look forward to the joy that is set before — to the blessed 
hope of seeing our Risen Saviour in His Glory. 

1 Eph. iii. 10. * See 4 Kings xix. 35. 

80 



Digitized by Cjooole 




The Resurrection of Jesus 



SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude . — Visit Limbo in spirit, and contemplate the 
Soul of Jesus, consoling these faithful spirits so long imprisoned 
there. Then join the cortege when they accompany our Lord 
to the sepulchre. 

Second Prelude . — Pray for the grace to enter into the joy of 
our Lord, to rejoice with Him and to look forward with con- 
fidence to the resurrection of the just. 

First Point. — Jesus' Holy Soul enters Hades, the waiting 
spirits are overwhelmed with joy on seeing their promised 
Saviour. They worship and thank Him. 

Second Point . — The scene in the garden after midnight on 
that great " first day of the week." The dead Body of Jesus 
lies in the tomb, surrounded by legions of angels. Without, 
the Roman guards keep watch. All Nature is silent ; deep 
sleep holds men. 

Third Point .— The moment of the Resurrection. The Soul 
of Jesus enters His inanimate Body in presence of the souls 
from limbo and the angel hosts. They worship their Risen 
Saviour. 

Colloquy . — Pray that, in your trials and the long-deferred 
realisation of your hopes, you may cling to “ the strong, 
living God," and wait confidently for Him. Ask earnestly 
for the grace to enter into the joy of Jesus, and thus forget 
your light tribulations. Thank Him for having sealed the 
charter of our Redemption by His glorious Resurrection. 
Ask that you may rise with Christ by living above the trifles 
of earth. Thank Him for the gifts He reserves for you, here 
and in eternity. 
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VII 



JESUS APPEARS TO HIS BLESSED 
MOTHER 

J ESUS had told His disciples and Apostles that He 
would rise again on the third day after His Cruci- 
fixion. This promise almost always follows the 
predictions of His Passion. He who is the eternal Truth 
fulfilled His promise to the letter. To His own — though 
not to the Jews in general — Jesus “ shewed Himself alive 
after His Passion, by many proofs, for forty days appear- 
ing to them and speaking of the kingdom of God ” 1 — 
of the establishing of His Church on earth. 

Before entering upon a detailed study of the blessed 
manifestations of the Risen Saviour, it will be useful to 
fix our thoughts upon the whole series of these apparitions — 
to note (i) their resemblances , (2) contrasts , and (3) adapta- 
tion to the circumstances under which each was granted. 

1. Certain features of the Manifestations are common to 
all of them. Thus all were unexpected as regards the exact 
hour. Probably even our Lady, who knew that her Son 
would rise again on the third day, did not know the hour. 
If our Lord promised to see His disciples in Galilee, He did 
not specify the time. Mary Magdalene and her companions, 
the Apostles and disciples, were not expecting to see their 
Lord. His appearance was always sudden, no sign of His 
coming was given — He simply “ stood in their midst.” 
“ Jesus came,” they knew not whence , when, or how. He 

1 Acts i. 3. 
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vanished from their sight, and they knew not when to expect 
Him again. This showed that our Lord's Body had changed 
Its state although It was His own real Body, and they re- 
cognised It as such. It had not the grossness and density 
of matter, nevertheless, they could touch and handle It. 
“ As the soul assumes the form of its ideas, so the Body of 
Jesus assumes the form which best becomes It, without 
interfering with the essentials of Its nature and identity.” 1 

Hence Jesus could and did assume “ another shape ” 
when He pleased. He manifested Himself to St. Mary 
Magdalene, who took Him for a gardener. To the pilgrims 
of Emmaus, He showed Himself as a pilgrim. When He 
stood on the seashore “ the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus.” 2 at first. Of several apparitions we are told that 
the disciples' eyes were holden, as though Jesus did not 
mean them to realise His Presence at once. We notice 
also that every manifestation reveals the same loving 
condescension on the part of our Lord. He invited His 
Apostles to assure themselves that it was really He Himself 
by handling His hands and feet : He ate in their presence, 
He strove to allay their fears. 

If we look at the effects of these manifestations, we note 
that every apparition brought a conviction that Jesus was 
indeed risen, together with fullness of peace and joy. “ Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord ” might 
fittingly close the narration of each manifestation. 

2. Fixing our thoughts on the contrasts exhibited in the 
series of manifestations , we notice several. Jesus manifested 
Himself in Judea and in Galilee, in the city of Jerusalem 
and in the country, in a dwelling and in the open air, by 
the seashore and in a garden. He showed Himself to 
individuals — to Mary His Mother, St. Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, and James — to assemblies, as when He appeared in 
the Cenacle and on the mountain in Galilee. He visited 
the pastors and their flock, now united, now separated. 

1 P6re Didon. * St. John xxi. 4. 
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He appeared before His Ascension and also twice after — to 
St. Stephen and to Saul of Tarsus. Finally He manifested 
Himself to purity and fidelity in the person of His blessed 
Mother ; to penitence and fidelity when he showed Himself 
to Mary Magdalene ; to penitence and love when He ap- 
peared to Simon Peter ; to incredulity when He showed 
Himself to St. Thomas. 

3. Turning to another facet of the manifestations, we 
cannot fail to see how Jesus adapted Himself and timed 
His visit to the mental state of those to whom He mani- 
fested Himself. If His disciples took Him to be a disem- 
bodied spirit, Jesus appealed to their senses, inviting them 
to touch and handle Him, speaking first to calm their fears 
by the sound of His familiar voice. He reminded His 
disciples of what He had previously told them, and when 
the disciples of Emmaus were troubled and perplexed, He 
explained the problems, which seemed so inexplicable, 
before revealing His Identity. To the ministering, sorrow- 
ing women, His salutation was, “ All Hail ” — “ Rejoice ” ; 
to the troubled Apostles He gave peace, as the prelude to 
the Easter springtide of joy which was to follow. 

We will now treat of the various Apparitions of our 
Lord, and, according to an old Catholic tradition mentioned 
by St. Ambrose in the fourth century and referred to by 
later writers, the first manifestation of the Risen Saviour 
was made to His Blessed Mother. 1 “ Christians look upon 

1 The inspired record of the incidents connected with Christ's 
Resurrection do not mention Mary, but neither do they pretend to 
give a complete account of all that Jesus did and said. The Fathers 
too are silent as to Mary's share in the joys of her Son's triumph over 
death. Still St. Ambrose ( De Virgini, III. 14, P.L. xvi. 283) states 
expressly : “ Mary therefore saw the Resurrection of the Lord : She 
was the first who saw it and believed. Mary Magdalen, too, saw 
it, though she wavered." George of Nicomedia (Or., IX., P.G.C. 
1 500) infers from Mary's share in our Lord's sufferings that, before 
all others and more than all, she must have shared in the triumph 
of her Son. In the twelfth century an apparition of the Risen 
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the fact as self-evident, but as unbelievers would not be 
impressed by it as a valid argument for Christianity, no 
mention is made of it in the Gospels. The Church indirectly 
acknowledges this tradition by making the principal Church 
of our Blessed Mother — St. Mary Major — the station for 
Easter Sunday, and by granting a plenary indulgence to 
all who visit it . 1 

As devout Catholics, we feel it could not have been 
otherwise, for Mary must have been dearer to Jesus, 
naturally, than any other human being. She was His 
Mother and He was the most perfect Son, hence He fulfilled 
every filial duty, and it is the place of a son to assuage his 
mother’s grief, when it lies in his power. Our Lady was 
immaculate, and therefore dearer spiritually to Jesus than 
any other of His disciples, for they had all sinned in Adam. 
Mary alone was conceived without sin. Again, Mary had 
suffered longer and more intensely than any of our Lord’s 
followers. Her sufferings had begun with the Incarnation 
and the predicted sword of sorrow had ever been suspended 
before her eyes, from the moment Simeon had told her she 
would be pierced by it. Jesus could tell her more of His 
coming Passion than He could to His disciples, and Mary 
knew the awful details earlier. Of all who lived on the 
earth, there was none so worthy of Jesus’ first visit as His 
Immaculate Mother. As she had suffered beyond all 
others, it was fitting that she should rejoice before they did. 
No Apostle had been as faithful to Jesus as the Mother of 
Sorrows. When the chosen band — including St. John — 
“ forsook Him and fled,” Mary came forward to share in 

Saviour to His Blessed Mother is admitted by Rupert of Deutz 
( De Div. Offic ., VII. 25, P.L.C. clxx. 306), and also by Eadmer 
(De Excell. V. M., 6, PJL. clix. 586), St. Bemadin of Siena (\ Quad- 
rage s, I., in Resurrection, Sermon, lii. 3), St. Ignatius of Loyola 
(Ex. Sp. I.,appar.), Suarez (De Myst . vita Christi, xlix. 1 ), Maldonatus 
(In IV Evang. ad xxviii. Matt.), &c. . . . Catholic Encyclopaedia, 
article 11 Virgin.” 

1 Maas, S. J., Life of Christ, p. 560. 
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the humiliations of her Son, to accompany Him along the 
sorrowful way, to stand by His Cross during the long three 
hours' Agony. Therefore, Jesus' love for her must have 
prompted Him to recompense her unswerving fidelity and 
unutterable love by appearing to her before He manifested 
Himself to St. Mary Magdalene, who was the first to see 
Him of the disciples . 

Let us contemplate our dear Lady — the Mother of Jesus 
— waiting for her Son's visit on Easter Sunday morning. It 
was already the first day of the week, just after midnight. 
Deep sleep held in its grasp the friends and foes of Jesus. 
Only a few ministering women were awake, preparing their 
ointments. We may presume that our dear Lady was 
alone, engaged in prayer. Firm in her faith and hope, she 
awaited the fulfilment of Jesus' promises. She knew that 
the vision would not be delayed long, for that blessed third 
day had come at last. 

When Tobias went on his journey and delayed to return, 
we read that his mother, “ Anna, sat beside the way daily, 
on the top of a hill, from whence she might see him afar off. 
And while she watched his coming from that place, she saw 
him afar off, and presently perceived it was her son com- 
ing." 1 Then Tobias also went out to meet him “ and re- 
ceiving him kissed him, as did also his wife, and they began 
to weep for joy." Here we have a touching picture of a 
mother's love. But what must have been the love and 
longing desire of Mary to see her Divine Son ! The billows 
of affliction had rolled over Mary's pure soul, but “ Many 
waters cannot quench charity, neither can the floods 
drown it." 2 

No human words can describe the longing of that pure 
soul to see her Risen Saviour, of that perfect Mother to 
welcome her Divine Son back from the Kingdom of Death. 
She could make the Psalmist's words her own. How often 
had she heard these sacred psalms chanted in the Courts 

1 Tobias xi. * Ps. viii. 7. 
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of the Lord, by the sons of the Levites ! She knew the 
Canticle of Canticles, and during this vigil surely the inspired 
words came to her mind : “ Till the day break and the 
shadows retire, return. My Beloved.” 1 “ My heart hath said 
to Thee : My face hath sought Thee ; Thy face, O Lord, will 
I seek.” 2 “ Thou that dwellest in the gardens, make me hear 
Thy voice.” 8 “As the hart panteth after the fountains 
of waters, so my soul panteth after Thee, O God, My soul 
hath thirsted after the strong, living God.” 4 “ Cause me 
to hear Thy mercy in the morning.” Mary knew that God 
would not suffer His Holy One to see corruption, that Jesus 
would soon fill her with the joy of His countenance. Yet 
content to wait patiently for the appointed moment, our 
Immaculate Mother could say : “ As for me, my prayer is 
to Thee, O Lord, for the time of Thy good pleasure, O 
God.” 6 

As the moments of her lonely vigil passed, we may pre- 
sume that, like the Psalmist, the Virgin Mother of Jesus 
could say : “ I remember the days of old, I meditated on 
all Thy works. I stretched forth my hands to Thee, my 
soul is as earth without water unto Thee.” • 

How much there was to recall concerning the works of 
Jesus ! There was that solemn midnight hour when, while 
she was praying for the speedy Advent of the Messias, her 
room was suddenly illumined by the presence of Gabriel, 
who came to ask her to be the Mother of the Redeemer of 
Israel. Mary could look back to the joys of the Divine 
Maternity, to the peaceful days in the hamlet of Nazareth, 
where her Child “ advanced in wisdom and age and grace 
with God and man.” 7 What stupendous miracles Jesus 
had worked during His Public Life ; one of the greatest — 
the raising of Lazarus — had been the proximate cause of 
His Death. But God has so willed it. Thinking over the 

1 Cantic. ii. 17. 1 Ps. xxvi. 8. * Cantic. viii. 13. 

4 Ps. xli. 1. • Ps. lxviii. 14. 

• Ps. cxlii. 5. 7 St. Luke ii. 52. 
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awful details of the Passion, Mary uttered her customary 
prayer, that which expressed the abiding disposition of her 
soul : “ Be it unto me according to Thy Word.” 

Now her Jesus is in Limbo ; there He consoles the 
saints that have left this world. The Mother of God is 
glad for their sakes. Soon He will come to her : she i s 
content to wait for the time of His good pleasure, and 
even while she repeats her Fiat mihi secundum verbum 
Tuum , lo. He stands before her. Venite adoremus 1 . . . 

“ And when they had adored God and given Him 
thanks, they sat down together.” With all reverence, 
may we not presume that something like this happened 
when Jesus, the Conqueror of Death and Hell, stood face 
to face, in His Risen Humanity, with His loved Mother. 
How much they had to say, how much was understood 
without poor inadequate human words. The Mother 
adored her Son and her God. She congratulated Him on 
His glorious Victory. She saw the prints of the Wounds. 
The Redemption was an accomplished fact. As Mary's 
pure soul had been overwhelmed with affliction and grief 
during the Passion, as she had suffered then more than the 
brave Mother of the seven Machabees, whom Antiochus put 
to death and who joined “ a man's heart to a woman's 
thought,” * so the pure joy that inundated her immaculate 
soul, when her Divine Son, risen from the grave, stood in 
her presence — that joy, no tongue can speak : “ It passeth 
all understanding.” The Mother entered into the joy of 
her Son in the fullest sense ; she understood it as no other 
human creature could have done, for Mary shared the con- 
fidence of Jesus in a special way. To her immaculate 
purity, certain supernatural revelations were granted, which 
the ordinary disciples of Jesus were not capable of receiv- 
ing. Jesus' Passion was over — His sufferings had been 
limited by time, His joy was to be eternal. 

There is a tradition that Jesus brought with Him, when 

1 Tobias x. 12. * 2 Mach. vii. 21. 
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He appeared to His blessed Mother, some of the souls of 
the just from Hades, and that He presented those who had 
been types and figures of Him to “ the Woman,” of whom 
it was prophesied that she should crush the head of the ser- 
pent. That little oratory in which Jesus manifested Himself 
became the vestibule of Heaven, since there were gathered 
together Jesus, His Mother, and the saints who had slept. 

All good things in this world must come to an end, and 
Jesus, having consoled His blessed Mother and filled her 
with intense happiness, withdrew. There were sorrowing 
souls to console, and Mary rejoiced in the knowledge that 
their grief would so soon be turned into joy. She certainly 
did not seek to retain Him as Mary Magdalene did later, 
for the Mother of Jesus possessed in her soul Him, whom 
she had loved above all things. Jesus left His Mother in 
an ecstasy of joy. Fittingly might Mary have sung again 
her sublime Magnificat : “ My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour,” for her 
Redemption was sealed by the Resurrection as well as ours. 
It was in view of her Son’s Atoning work that she had been 
preserved from original sin. “ Because He hath regarded 
the humility of His handmaid.” He had chosen her for 
His Mother, associated her with Him in the work of Re- 
demption, permitted her to stand by His Cross, and, having 
conquered Death, had come to announce to her His victory. 

V For, behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call Me blessed.” If few called Mary blessed during her 
Son’s lifetime, millions were to honour and invoke her in 
all ages until time shall be no more, and then eternally in 
Heaven. In her true humility, Mary did not seek to deny 
her greatness since it came from God and contributed to 
His glory, because “ He that is mighty hath done great 
things to me, and holy is His Name.” He had done great 
things for her, and in virtue of the Divine Maternity, she 
was destined to be the Mother of the Church in its infancy, 
the helper of the Apostles. When her work on earth was 
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over, her place was to be at the right hand of her Son — the 
Mother of God and of men. Never has God done, never 
will He do such “ great things ” for any other human being. 

How Jesus, the Risen Saviour, had “ shown might in 
His arm ” and “ scattered the proud in the conceit of their 
heart ” ! Had He not overthrown the kingdom of Satan 
and wrested his captives from him ? Henceforth, Jesus 
had the keys of Hell and of Death. 

But all the time that the apparition of Jesus to his 
blessed Mother lasted, the legions of angels were present. 
They too, we may believe, congratulated their Queen. If 
it be true that Satan and his accomplices fell from their 
high estate, because they had refused to worship one bom 
of a woman, how those who had remained faithful had 
cause for rejoicing in their fidelity. They worshipped the 
Lord of Life ; they congratulated their Queen. 

The Church, throughout the ages, also congratulates 
Mary on the Resurrection of her Divine Son. As the Easter 
solemnities come round in their season, the Paschal Anti- 
phon re-echoes in our churches. 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice. Alleluia. 

Because He whom thou didst deserve to bear. Alleluia* 

Has risen as He said. Alleluia. 

Pray for us to God. Alleluia. 
f. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary. Alleluia, 
ty. Because the Lord hath truly risen. Alleluia. 



We have thought over the manifestation of Jesus to 
our dear Lady, and tried to realise in our feeble measure 
something of the blessedness and solemnity of that meeting, 
what lesson may we gather for our own spiritual profit ? 
Perhaps the one that comes home most forcibly to us, as 
pilgrims along life’s highway, is that on the royal road of 
the Holy Cross, although “ In the evening, weeping shall 
have place,” yet “ in the morning, gladness ” 1 cometh. 
We have contemplated the Mother of Sorrows mourning 

1 Ps. xxix. 6. 
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for her Son. She watched patiently during the dark night 
hours when Jesus lay in the tomb, and for the time weeping 
prevailed. That glorious Easter morning came at last and 
brought gladness to our Blessed Mother. Thus it will be 
for each of us, if we are faithful to our God. 

Sorrow endures for a night — all terrestrial pain is of its 
nature fleeting. It seems when tribulation bears us down 
that its weight will never be lightened, but gradually the 
keenness of the pain is blunted, the cross becomes lighter, 
and when it has done its sanctifying and purifying work, 
a pierced Hand ever lifts our burden. Once more let us 
recall the great truth so often forgotten . — Earth is not a 
finality. Were it the term of all things, then indeed we 
should be “ of all men the most miserable.” Earth is but 
a brief span — the first infinitesimal part— of a life that is 
to have no end. 

Many are burdened with temporal difficulties, many 
have trials in their family circle. For some, the sorrow 
comes from the violence of the devil's temptation ; for 
others, it is the result of spiritual desolation. Some, again, 
are sitting waiting in the Valley on the brink of the river 
of death, waiting for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Days are long when physical pain holds us in its 
grip, when we mourn those whose existence seemed bound 
up with ours. Yes, but God has fixed the limit ; He has 
ordained an hour when He will manifest Himself, either 
wholly, as He does when He calls a soul hence, or partially, 
as when He visits and comforts a soul by bringing “ upon 
her as it were a river of peace,” and fulfilling the precious 
promise : “ As one whom a mother caresseth, so will I 
comfort you, and you shall be comforted in Jerusalem .” 1 

“ They that are redeemed by the Lord shall return and 
shall come into Sion singing praises, and joy everlasting 
shall be upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, sorrow and mourning shall flee away .” 2 This promise, 
made to the Jews, applies to the salvation of those for 
1 Isa. lxvi. 13. * Ibid., li.11. 
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whom Jesus shed His Precious Blood, and whom He will 
one day permit to enter the Heavenly Sion. The whole 
tenor of the Easter manifestations is joy; therefore we 
should strive to rise to this spiritual joy, by entering into 
the sentiments, as far as we can, of those to whom Jesus 
appeared, of His Blessed Mother, of the Apostles and 
disciples, above all, of entering into the joy of our Lord. 

“ O God, who by the Resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, hath been pleased to fill the world with joy, 
grant, we beseech Thee, that by the Virgin Mary, His 
Mother, we may receive the joys of eternal life through the 
same Christ our Lord.” Amen. 

SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude. — Consider our Lady in prayer, waiting for 
the manifestation of her Divine Son on Easter Day. 

Second Prelude. — Ask that by Jesus* merits and Mary*s 
intercession, you may attain to eternal life. 

First Point. — Resemblances and contrasts in the mani- 
festations of the Risen Saviour — their adaptation to circum- 
stances. Jesus appeared to Mary first because she was His 
Mother, the one nearest and dearest; naturally, because she 
was His Mother, supematurally, on account of her purity. 
She had suffered more as the Mother of Sorrows, had followed 
Him closer as the Virgin most faithful. 

Second Point. — Mary waiting for her Son and God. He 
comes and inundates her soul with joy. Mary worships her 
God and congratulates her Son. 

Third Point. — Mary remains in ecstatic prayer ; the angels 
congratulate their Queen. We ought also to rejoice in God 
our Saviour. 

Colloquy. — Adore our Risen Saviour in union with His 
Holy Mother. Thank Him for having put the seal to your 
Redemption. Ask for the gift of rejoicing in the Lord, for 
a perfect trust in Him in all trials. Beg the intercession of 
the Queen of Heaven that you may attain to the joys of 
eternal life, and see your Redeemer face to face, and the 
Virgin Mother on her throne of glory. Pray for those in 
sorrow. Recite the “ Regina Cceli.” 
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THE ANGELS APPEAR TO THE HOLY 
WOMEN 

Harmonised Narrative. — “ In the end of the sabbath, when it 
began to dawn, towards the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, it being yet dark, came Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary 
(the mother) of James, and Salome, bringing the spices which they 
had prepared, to see the sepulchre. And they said one to another : 
Who shall roll us back the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? 

“ And they came to the sepulchre, the sun being now risen. 
And looking, they saw the stone rolled back from the sepulchre, 
for it was very great. And going in, they found not the body of 
the Lord Jesus. Mary Magdalene ran, therefore, and cometh to 
Simon Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved. And 
it came to pass that while (the other women) were astonished in 
mind at this, behold, two men stood by them in shining apparel. 
And as they were afraid, and bowed down their countenance to- 
wards the ground, the angel, answering, said to the women : Fear 
not you ; for I know that you seek Jesus of Nazareth who was 
crucified. Why seek you the living among the dead ? He is not 
here but is risen. Come and see the place where the Lord was laid. 
Remember how He spoke to you when He was yet in Galilee, saying : 
The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And going quickly, 
tell ye His disciples, and Peter, that He is risen, and that He goeth 
before you into Galilee ; There you shall see Him, as He told you. 
Lo, I have foretold it to you. And they remembered His words. 

“ And they went out quickly from the sepulchre, and fled with 
fear and great joy, running to tell His disciples.’ * — S t. Matt, xxviii. ; 
St. Mark xvi. ; St. Luke xxrv. ; St. John xx. 

T HE four Evangelists all refer to the visit of the 
holy women to the sepulchre early on Easter morning, 
but these narratives do not agree in minor details. 
It is generally agreed by commentators that the apparent 
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discrepancies arise from the fact that several groups of holy 
women went to the tomb. As all did not dwell equally 
close to the sepulchre, some arrived first and others followed. 
Among the first group, we find St. Mary Magdalene. She 
was accompanied by Mary, the mother of James the Less, 
and Salome. These three had stood together for a time 
“ afar off ” on Mount Calvary, when Jesus hung upon the 
cross, and they were the first at the grave. We know 
that “ Joanna the wife of Chusa, Herod's steward, and 
Susanna, and many others "... ministered to Jesus of 
their substance ." 1 Joanna is also mentioned by St. Luke 
as one of those who told the Apostles the news of the 
Resurrection. This Evangelist explicitly says that : “ It 
was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary (the mother) 
of James, and the other women that were with them, who 
told these things to the Apostles." 2 We know, too, that 
“ many women had followed Jesus from Galilee , ministering 
unto Him” 8 St. Luke relates how St. Mary Magdalene, 
“ Joanna and Mary of James and the other women that 
were with them" 4 informed the Apostles that the 
sepulchre was empty, whence it is clear that several groups 
of ministering women went to the tomb. It is probable 
that these various groups met, and that Joanna, Susanna, 
and others formed two or even three parties. In view of 
these considerations and the fact that all the ministering 
women did not dwell together, the sequence of events, con- 
nected with the apparition of the angels to the ministering 
women on Easter morning, has been harmonised as follows 
by many eminent Biblical students : 

1. A band of three women, including St. Mary Magda- 
lene, set out for the sepulchre while it was yet dark. 

2. They find the stone rolled away and the grave empty. 

3. Mary Magdalene returns at once to tell Peter and 
John that our Lord's Body is no longer in the tomb. 

1 St. Luke viii. 3. * Ibid., xxiv. 10. 

* St. Matt, xxvii. 56. 4 St. Luke xxiv. 10. 
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4. The other two, Mary of James and Salome, terrified, 
leave the sepulchre in haste, “ saying nothing to no man,” 
and start off for Jerusalem or Bethania. 

5. Meanwhile Peter and John arrive, examine the 
sepulchre, and, finding it empty, return home. 

6. The two women, having met another group — or per- 
haps two groups of their companions — turn back to go to 
the sepulchre with them. 

7. After Peter and John have left, and before the united 
groups of women return, Mary Magdalene comes back 
and sees first the angel, then our Lord Himself appears 
to her. 

8. The bands of women now come back to the sepulchre. 
They see first one angel sitting upon the stone. They 
enter the sepulchre and then perceive another, one of 
whom announces that Jesus has risen. As they go to tell 
the disciples, Jesus appears to them. 

In this meditation, passing over the intervening inci- 
dents, we will confine our attention to the ministering 
women — (1) their journey to the sepulchre ; (2) their visit to 
the empty tomb ; (3) their flight, and their return with 
another group ; (4) the apparition of the Angel and their 
departure from the garden. 

At last " the great Sabbath ” was over, during which 
the ministering women, in such yearning, despairing grief, 
had sat and mourned for Jesus, going over in their minds 
all the events of His terrible Sufferings and Death. How 
long that day of utter darkness seemed ! At last it closed 
in ; the sun sank below the horizon and the dawn of the 
first day of the week, by releasing these faithful disciples 
from the Sabbath rest, gave them the welcome liberty to 
prepare their spices. These ministering women commenced 
their labour of love at once. 

As we have remarked above, these faithful disciples did 
not occupy the same dwelling. Some had a shelter upon 
Mount Sion in the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, 
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and, in all probability, there were to be found our Blessed 
Lady, St. Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James 
and Joseph, and Salome, the mother of the Apostles James 
and John. The Apostles, too, were doubtless dwelling 
in the Cenacle, or at least some of them, also a few of the 
ministering women may have had friends in the poorer 
part of the city, on the south-eastern slope. Moreover, 
the Galilean Paschal encampment was on the slopes of 
Mount Olivet, and, in these tents, there were certainly many 
disciples of Jesus — both men and women. Lazarus dwelt 
in Bethania, about two miles from the nearest city gate — 
now known as St. Stephen’s Gate — and though he may 
have been lying concealed elsewhere, yet he would surely 
have opened his house to any of the Galilean pilgrims who 
were Christ’s disciples, and, among these, to some of the 
ministering women. All the Evangelists call attention 
to the many women who accompanied Jesus from Galilee, 
watched Him “ afar off ” on the Cross, followed Him to the 
grave, and announced the news of the Resurrection to the 
Apostles. Of these “ many ” devoted followers we know 
but six by name — the three Marys, Joanna, Salome, and 
Susanna, but Jesus, their Lord and ours, knew each by 
name, even as He knows the name of each of His disciples, 
even as He knows mine. 

Bearing in mind, then, that some of the holy women 
were dwelling in Jerusalem, not more than a mile from the 
sepulchre, while those who dwelt at Bethania were at least 
three miles away from it, there should be no difficulty in 
explaining the different notes of time given by the four 
Evangelists. From St. Matthew we learn that Mary Mag- 
dalene and her two companions went “ to see the sepulchre,” 
“ in the end of the Sabbath,” or, literally, “ late on the 
Sabbath,” by which we gather that the day of rest was 
over, though the civil day lasted until midnight. This 
Evangelist adds : “ when it began to dawn towards the 
first day of the week.” St. Luke and St. Mark both agree 
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in the statement that the women went “ very early ” to 
the sepulchre, but while St. John says “ it was yet dark,” 
St. Mark refers to “ the sun being now risen.” These 
apparent divergences can readily be reconciled if we re- 
member that the women did certainly not all set forth 
from the same dwelling. Those who came from Bethania, 
for example, would have set out while “ it was yet dark,” 
but before they reached the sepulchre, the sun would have 
risen. Palestine lies nearer to the equator than England* 
therefore the dawn and twilight are shorter. At the Paschal 
season in Jerusalem, the transition from deep darkness to 
full daylight takes but one and a half hours to complete. 

(i) We will watch the first group of holy women as, 
just “ when it began to dawn,” they leave the house of 
John Mark. It would have been useless for them to start 
earlier, for the city gates were not opened until the faint 
light of the first rays of the sun lit up the East. All night 
they have been occupied in preparing the spices. These 
probably consisted of gum from the myrrh tree, mixed with 
the fragrant powdered aloe wood. The Jews were accus- 
tomed to cover the bodies of the dead with this adhesive 
preparation, after which linen bands, also steeped in this 
mixture, were wound around the whole body, and over 
these a pure white “ sindon ” or shroud was placed. Jesus* 
sacred Body had been hurriedly and therefore provision- 
ally embalmed on Good Friday, and the ministering 
women wished to complete what had been omitted then. 
They longed to give their own spices for this blessed pur- 
pose, although they knew that Joseph and Nicodemus 
had lavishly given all that was necessary. Love is ever 
prodigal in its gifts. 

It took them some hours to prepare these spices, and 
they did their work with heavy hearts. Doubtless, Mary 
Magdalene, as she crushed and mixed these fragrant spices, 
thought of that supper in the house of Simon the leper. 
It was but eight days since that banquet, at which Jesus, 

97 g 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




From the Sepulchre to the Throne 

her Master, Lazarus her brother, and many others were 
present. Mary Magdalene remembered how she had taken 
“ a pound of ointment, of right (i.e. of real) spikenard of 
great value and anointed the feet of Jesus .” 1 She had 
poured the precious ointment over His head, anointed His 
sacred feet, and wiped them with her beautiful hair. The 
whole “ house was filled with the odour ” of the costly 
perfume. The scene came vividly before her mind as the 
spices gave forth their fragrant odour when she and her 
companions were preparing their ointment. How little Mary 
Magdalene had realised the true meaning of Jesus’ words 
when, taking her defence — as He had ever done — He said : 
" Let her alone, she hath done what she could ! ” “In pour- 
ing this ointment upon My body, she is come beforehand to 
anoint My body for the burial ! ” Yes, she had unwittingly 
anointed her Saviour’s living Body beforehand ; now she 
was preparing to anoint His dead Body. How rapidly the 
Drama of the Passion and Death had been enacted ! It 
all seemed like a terrible nightmare, and yet it was all only 
too true ! 

At last the preparations are completed, and the three 
companions bearing their loving gifts — the precious spices 
and the linen bands — leave the house of John Mark. It 
is still dark, but the women wish to reach the sepulchre 
early, and, if needs be, they will wait by the city gates 
should these not yet be open. The road leads due north, 
past the palaces of Caiphas and Annas. A little further 
on, they perceive in the dim light the gorgeous palace of 
Herod. Already the faint rays of early dawn fall upon 
the gilded pinnacles and massive towers. They leave it 
on their left and perhaps glance at the Temple on their 
right. Presently they hear the blasts of the trumpets, which 
announce that the sun has risen over Hebron, and, this 
being the signal for opening the gates, they knew that they 
will be able to get out of the city. Shortly after passing 

1 St. John xii. 3. 
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by Herod's Palace, they reach the old city wall. The 
sentinels have just opened the gates, and the three faithful 
women pass on towards Calvary, which stands just beyond 
Hezekiah's Pool. 

How quiet everything is ! They meet just a few pil- 
grims, who are on their way to the Temple to worship at 
the morning sacrifice. The western side of the city is 
quieter than the eastern side at all times, for the poorer 
and more populous district lies due east, and the slopes of 
Mount Olivet afford more ample space for the pilgrims' 
tents than the deep, desolate Valley of Hinnom on the 
western boundary of Jerusalem. Do they recall what 
took place but one week earlier ? Then these ministering 
women had accompanied their loved Master when He 
entered the Holy City in lowly triumph. Then the mighty 
miracle worked for Lazarus had led thousands to go forth 
from Jerusalem to meet Him, as He came in from Bethania, 
with a vast multitude of His Galilean followers ; and the 
“ whole city was moved." Now He Himself lies in His 
rock tomb. What a contrast ! 

As the faithful women pass on their way to the sepulchre, 
they exchange but few words. Deep grief is ever reticent 
or silent. They are thinking of Him whom their souls 
love, and longing to gaze once more and — as they think — for 
the last time upon His blessed face. The silence is broken 
when they ask one another : “ Who will roll us back the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre ? " They knew that 
on the Parasceve, Joseph of Arimathea, with the help of 
his companions, “ had rolled a great stone to the door of 
the monument." But they are not aware that Roman 
soldiers are guarding the tomb and that the stone has been 
sealed and cramped to the rock with iron bands. Had they 
known this, their question would have been : “ How shall 
we manage to pass the guards, to get near to the sepulchre ? " 
Perhaps they would have deemed it useless to attempt to 
go to the tomb. As it was, they continued their way, 
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trusting perhaps that Providence would permit them to 
fall in with some pilgrim strangers or friends who would 
help them to roll away the stone. They were willing to 
do their part, if only they could reach the sacred Body. 

(2) On they speed, and we can picture Mary Magdalene 
going on ahead of her companions. Presently, before they 
reach the garden where Jesus was buried, they heard a dull, 
rumbling sound, and the very earth beneath their feet 
rocked and vibrated. Another earthquake! There had 
been one on the Parasceve. Terrified, the women press 
forward. Again the question arises to their lips : 44 Who 
will roll us back the stone ? ” when, looking up, 44 they 
saw the stone rolled back from the sepulchre." They saw 
this even from some distance off, for 44 the stone was very 
great." Joseph had built or hewn out for himself a large 
monument, and the wide entrance could be plainly seen, 
unblocked by any stone. 

How intensely relieved these faithful women felt. The 
passage to the inner chamber of the tomb lay open before 
them. They conclude that they will be able to embalm 
and thus honour Him who, as they imagine, lies in the rock 
trough-shaped tomb. As yet no angels manifest them- 
selves. It is fitting that these women should enter the 
tomb and convince themselves that their Lord’s Body is 
not there. Watch them as they enter the low door of the 
outer chamber. The stone which closed the entrance now 
lies in the vestibule. They go down the narrow passage — 
one behind the other — down the steps which lead to the inner 
chamber. Their eyes turn towards the tomb, and, to their 
dismay, they see no body. The grave-cloths are there in 
order, those bands of linen which Joseph and Nicodemus 
had wound around our Lord’s Body. On one side lay the 
swathes which had encircled His head. One fact was 
dear : the Lord’s dead Body was not there — and this dis- 
covery overwhelmed the three women with fresh grief. 
Were they to be denied the satisfaction of rendering Him 
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the last funeral services ? Had the Jews — His pitiless foes 
— desecrated His dead Body ? Had they ordered It to be 
buried with those of the thieves ? Who had taken It away, 
and where had It been taken ? Such were the thoughts 
which filled their minds. The very circumstances — the 
empty grave and grave-cloths not having been disturbed — 
facts which should have lit up their hopes again and re- 
minded them that their Lord had predicted His Resurrec- 
tion on the third day— did but serve to increase the grief. 

(3) No sooner is Mary Magdalene convinced that the 
sepulchre is indeed empty — and “ the sun being now 
risen ” they can pierce the darkness of the inner recess 
and examine it carefully — than this faithful lover of Jesus 
hurries to get help. She hastens to tell “ Simon Peter 
and the other disciple whom Jesus loved.” Surely they 
will help her and find out where the Lord’s Body has been 
laid. We will leave her for the moment as she runs breath- 
lessly on her way back. Though she knows it not, she is 
the first herald of the Resurrection, since she informs these 
two Apostles that the sepulchre is empty. 

Meanwhile, distracted with grief at not finding the Body 
of Jesus, Mary of James and Salome also fled, panic-stricken, 
“ from the sepulchre, for a trembling and fear had seized 
them, and they said nothing to any man for they were 
afraid.” Probably they were too terrified to reason — they 
fled to tell the Apostles and other ministering women what 
had happened. So far the rifled tomb had no message of 
hope for these loving, despairing souls. They were seeking 
the Body of the Lord Jesus, and could not rest until 
they had found It. 

As they fled thus in terror, we may conjecture that they 
met the other groups of ministering women — Joanna, 
Susanna, and their companions. These latter also carried 
spices and were bent on the same errand of love as the 
former group. 

The newcomers see at once that something awful and 
101 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




From the Sepulchre to the Throne 

mysterious has happened. Mary of James and Salome 
relate what has taken place. The presence of their com- 
panions has calmed them a little. After a few moments* 
conversation, they decide to return together to the sepulchre. 
All see, even afar off, that the stone is rolled away. Rever- 
ently the whole band, now numerous, of faithful disciples 
approach the sepulchre, but as they come close to the 
entrance they are dazzled by a bright light that is not of 
this earth. 

(4) At the same moment “ two men stand by them in 
shining apparel.” Terror-stricken at the apparition of 
these angelic spirits in human form, the women prostrate 
themselves, bowing “ their countenance towards the 
ground.'* The awe, which the absence of our Lord’s 
Body had kindled in their souls, is now increased by the 
presence of these supernatural visitors. Two angels only 
appear, but how many more are present in that garden ! 
How many angels are ever near us ! 

One of the angels breaks the solemn silence. Contem- 
plate the scene. The glorious heavenly messengers stand- 
ing gazing tenderly upon the prostrate women, who lie 
dazzled by the brightness and overawed by the presence 
of these blessed messengers. Listen to the words of this 
Angel of the Resurrection. He comes with a message from 
the Risen Saviour, and it will both console and rebuke 
these mourners. They will become, in their turn, the 
heralds of the Resurrection. 

“ Fear not you, for I know that you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth who was crucified.’* These are the words of 
consolation. There is a stress on the pronoun “ you.*’ 
The guards may well fear, for they are on the side of the 
enemies of Christ, but these faithful women — so true to 
their master during His Life and after His Death — they have 
no cause to fear. “ Fear not** It is thus that the angels 
ever address God’s servants. It was thus that angels 
spoke to Zachary, to our Lady, to the shepherds, to St. 
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Paul when in evident danger of shipwreck. This angel 
knew how true these women were to Jesus, how they 
mourned for Him, hence this blessed messenger at once 
shows that he knows the cause of their sorrow — they seek 
Jesus of Nazareth. The angel uses the very words which 
the enemies of Jesus had placed over the Cross. 

Note now the gentle rebuke, which corroborates the 
witness of the empty tomb : “ Why seek you the living 
with the dead ? ” or, as it runs literally in the Greek, “ the 
Living One” — He “ who was dead and is now living for 
ever and ever,” He who has “ the keys of death and of hell .” 1 
Jesus is not to be found in the abode of the dead. On the 
tombs of the children of Adam, we read the words " Here 
lies ” ; we note the dates of death, the ages and the names. 
The cenotaph has never the same interest as the tomb, 
which rivets our attention, and appeals to our emotions 
precisely because it contains the mortal remains of 
some human being. But all this is reversed when we 
come to consider the sepulchre of Jesus. Here the 
truth that stands out is not “ Hie jacei ” but “ Non est 
hie” It is by this that He proves Himself to be our 
Divine Redeemer. 

“ Come and see the place where the Lord was laid.” 
What an invitation ! We may conjecture that as the angel 
said these words, he turned and entered the sepulchre. 
Already two of these holy women had explored the re- 
cesses of the sepulchre by the faint rays of early dawn, and 
in that light they had perceived that the grave-cloths lay 
there intact, but they had found not the Body of the Lord 
Jesus.” Now that sepulchre is brilliantly lit up by the 
glory of the angels, and the women gaze upon the empty 
tomb. They know not what to think ; hope springs up 
in their souls, joy dawns in their breasts, though at present 
they are too dazed, too overwhelmed with their past and 
present experiences to take in the full meaning of the 

1 Apoc. i. 17. 
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angelic words. They have heard the words, “ He is 
risen/ 1 they are gazing into the empty tomb, but the full 
faith in the Resurrection has not yet taken possession of 
their souls. 

There were the grave-cloths — just as He had left them 
when His glorious Body passed through them. They had 
fallen in and were lying flattened, but not unwound. 
Surely no enemy would have taken the Body and left the 
grave-cloths thus, for the ointment used was adhesive, 
so that the linen bands adhered to the corpse, and it was 
not easy to remove them and then to rearrange them thus. 
No disciple would have tampered with the swathes and 
sindon, had such a one removed the sacred Body. These 
blessed mourners look and wonder, and the angel allows 
them time to take in all the circumstances. They were 
privileged to bear witness of the Resurrection, even to the 
Apostles. Fear and joy struggle for the mastery in their 
souls as they look around the empty sepulchre at the 
Angel’s bidding. It could hardly be otherwise, for man 
ever trembles when brought closely in contact with any 
supernatural vision or being, and the empty sepulchre in 
which this manifestation was made, was the sepulchre 
where their Lord had been laid. 

But the Angel has not given the full message, so he 
continues : “ Remember how He spoke to you when He 
was in Galilee, saying : The Son of man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again. And, going quickly, tell ye His disciples 
and Peter that He is risen and that He goeth before you 
into Galilee. There you shall see Him, as He told you. 
Lo, I have foretold it to you.” Thus the heavenly mes- 
senger concluded by reminding these women that their 
Master had predicted His own Resurrection. As he spoke 
they remembered their Lord’s words. Frequently to these 
women, as to His Apostles, Jesus had spoken of His Re- 
surrection, but His words “ were hidden from them.” 
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Their false conception of a Messias who should have one 
unbroken reign of temporal power and glory rendered 
them incapable of grasping the idea of a Messias who should 
be despised, rejected, crucified, dead, and buried. Their 
false material Messianic hopes had been buried with their 
Master, and now their hopes rose again sublimated and 
freed from all fond illusions. 44 They remembered His 
words * 9 

O blessed moment of ecstatic joy when the soul 44 re- 
members the words of the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Ghost 
opens the intelligence and reveals their inner meaning/' 
" They remembered His words 99 : could they forget the 
sweetness of this moment ? Like a flash of lightning those 
predictions came back to their memory. They seemed to 
see the very places where He uttered them, to hear the 
sweet accents of His voice as He spoke so solemnly to them. 
They remembered their inability to understand the mean- 
ing of these sad predictions, nor had they dared ask Him 
for an explanation. They doubtless feared to hear Him 
repeat them and more strongly emphasize these strange, 
awful prophecies. They had passed them over all too 
lightly or interpreted them allegorically. 

44 They remembered His words 99 : those He had said in 
Galilee. How clearly Jesus had put before them all that 
was to happen to Him when He said : 44 The Son of man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the ancients 
and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and the third 
day rise again ." 1 He had given all the details of His 
Passion, when He had told them that the Son of man 
would 44 be delivered to the Gentiles," mocked, scourged, 
and spat upon, and that after they had put Him to death 
He would rise on the third day. All the rest had been 
literally fulfilled, and now they learn from a heavenly 
messenger that 44 He is not here , He is risen 99 

These faithful women pass from the depths of loving, 
1 St. Luke ix. 22. 
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despairing grief to the greatest joy — a joy that passeth all 
understanding. Jesus their Lord has truly risen ! The 
grave-doths bear their silent witness, the Angel had de- 
livered His message, and the words of their loved Master 
come back to them. But joy must needs find some 
outlet, and these faithful women think of the Apostles 
and disciples who as yet know not the good news, who still 
mourn for the Living One as though He were dead. The 
Angel has bidden them go with the glad tidings to those 
who love Jesus so truly and console them. They hasten 
to do his bidding. 

Watch them as they go out quickly from the sepulchre, 
" running to tell His disciples ” the joyful tidings, running 
to obey the Angel’s command, running in the hope of mak- 
ing others partakers of their happiness. They “ fled with 
fear,” for their emotion was so great. Had they not seen 
an Angel and spoken with Him ? They fled, too, “ with 
great joy,” for had they not learned from the angelic 
visitor that Jesus was truly risen ? Surely, Mary the 
mother of James the Less, and Salome the mother of James 
(the Great) and John think of the blessed Mother of God, 
of their sons so heartbroken on account of their dead 
Master. Probably all the Apostles were taking refuge in 
the Cenacle, at least during the daytime if not at night. 
There these two holy women will find Peter — the penitent 
Apostle on whom, after his fall, Jesus had looked so tenderly. 
“ If the Angel had not named Peter, he would not have 
dared to come amongst the disciples. Therefore he is named 
specially lest he should despair on account of his denial ” 
(St. Gregory). 

“ TeU ye . . . Peter." Note the “ ye ” ; each and all were 
bidden tell him that the Risen Master’s messenger had 
mentioned him by name. How characteristic of the Good 
Shepherd to single out the straying sheep thus ! 

“ Running to teU His disciples .” Rim on, blessed 
messengers of the Resurrection. Great is your joy ; but 
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a few moments and it will be centupled, for your Lord, 
whom you serve so faithfully, will not wait until you re- 
turn to Galilee before manifesting Himself to you. But 
a few moments, when you have just left the garden. He 
will show Himself to you. According to His blessed promise 
you “ shall see Him again and your joy shall be full.” 

What spiritual fruit shall we gather before we, too, 
leave this hallowed garden ? Precious lessons abound on 
all sides — lessons of love, faith, hope, and zeal. These 
holy women set out “ very early on the first day of the 
week “ to offer their loving gifts to their Lord. He needed 
no spices nor ointments, yet He accepted their offerings 
and recompensed the donors, thus teaching us that what- 
ever we do for our Lord, even though our object is not 
attained, still it is never lost. Like the cup of cold water 
given in the name of Christ, it shall in no wise lose its re- 
ward, for with our Lord it is the efforts prompted by faith 
and love which count, not the results. The precious oint- 
ments prepared for Jesus were doubtless employed to 
embalm the dead body of one of His disciples, and He 
counted it as done unto Him. It is ever thus with those 
faithful disciples of Jesus, who have not been privileged to 
see Him in the flesh. We can still minister to Him by per- 
forming our daily duty, by acts of loving service, done from 
our hearts “ as to the Lord and not unto men,” knowing 
that we “ shall receive of the Lord the reward of inherit- 
ance, since in helping our neighbours we most truly “ serve 
the Lord Christ .” 1 

Again, the holy women went forward although they 
believed the sepulchre to be still closed by “ the great 
stone.” They trusted that God would come to their aid, 
and He, who never fails those who trust in Him, justified 
most amply their confidence. " Looking up they saw that 
the stone was rolled away.” It was in this spirit that 

1 Col. iii. 23. 
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Abraham answered Isaac's question concerning the victim 
required, by those brave words, which have consoled many 
an anxious soul : “ My son, the Lord will provide." It 
was in this spirit that the priests who carried the Ark of 
the Lord across the Jordan went forward to the river 
brink. It was harvest time and the Jordan had, as usual, 
overflowed its banks. The silvery sheet of waters lay 
stretched out before them apparently barring their passage. 
Did they stop to reason or even to pray when they reached 
the river ? They simply obeyed Josue's orders to go 
forward . In the face of what seemed an insurmountable 
obstacle, they went forward and, as soon as the priests 
dipped their feet in the shallow waters covering the banks, 
God opened out the dry path before them. 

We should remember these examples when difficulties 
confront us. If only we faithfully continue our road, God 
will remove the obstacles, if He wishes us to do that particular 
work , and often for us, as for the ministering women, God 
asks our loving services, and when they are offered, He 
diverts them into another channel. The obstacles, which 
blocked our path, were but finger-posts pointing out where 
the path of true service lay for us at that moment. 

May we not also take to ourselves the angel's words to 
these faithful women : “ Why seek ye the Living One 
among the dead ? " Too often we are guilty of this folly, 
we “ seek the living among the dead," when we give to 
creatures the love which should be given to God, when we 
put the creature in God's place, when we seek to satisfy 
the boundless cravings of our intellect in pure philosophical 
speculations, when we strive to nourish our immortal souls 
with the husks which this world offers. Since we are risen 
with Christ our Master, be it ours “ to seek the things that 
are above," where Jesus, the Living One, ever “ sitteth 
at the right hand of God." 

Lastly, these holy women “ running to tell His disciples," 
remind us that we, too, can spread the news that Christ 
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is risen. By a consistent Catholic life, we can bear witness 
to the truths of Christianity. If we be privileged to 
“ instruct others unto righteousness/' then our lot has 
indeed fallen “ in a pleasant place," for we can imitate 
these faithful disciples by “ running " to tell others the 
good news, by our fervour and zeal in making known the 
Catholic Faith both by word and deed. 

SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude. — Contemplate the holy women on their way 
to the sepulchre. One group starts from Mount Sion, other 
groups come from Olivet and Bethania. 

Second Prelude.— Pray for the grace of loving constancy 
and firm faith. 

First Point.— The three holy women go to the sepulchre 
very early, carrying their spices. They reach the grave, and, 
finding the stone removed, enter the sepulchre. Not finding 
the Lord's Body, they run from the garden. Mary Magdalene 
runs on first to tell Peter and John. 

Second Point. — Mary of James and Salome, having met 
some of their companions on their way to the sepulchre, 
return with them. The angels appear to them, and announce 
the joyful news that Jesus is risen. The women hasten to 
tell Peter and the disciples. 

Third Point. — From the narrative of the holy women's visit 
to the sepulchre, we may learn : i. To be ever ready to render 
loving services to our neighbours for Christ's sake. 2. To 
go bravely forward in spite of obstacles, assured that God will 
remove diem or enable us to surmount them. 3. To seek 
God in His creatures, never to cling to them for themselves. 
4. To be zealous in spreading the truths of our holy Faith. 

Colloquy. — Thank God for having given His angels charge 
over you. Pray for courage to imitate the fidelity and 
courage of the holy women. Ask for grace to go forward 
in spite of obstacles, to be zealous in spreading the know- 
ledge of Christ. Thank God for deigning to use you as His 
instrument. Beg our God to imprint His words upon your 
memory. 

109 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




IX 



ST. PETER AND ST. JOHN VISIT THE 
TOMB 

Harmonised Narrative. — “ Mary Magdalene cometh to Simon 
Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith to 
them : They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and 
we know not where they have laid Him. Peter, therefore, went out, 
and that other disciple ; and they came to the sepulchre. And they 
both did run, and that other disciple out-ran Peter, and came first 
to the sepulchre. And when he stooped down, he saw the linen 
cloths lying, but yet he went not in. Then cometh Simon Peter 
following him, and went into the sepulchre and saw the linen cloths 
lying. And the napkin that had been about His head, not lying 
with the linen cloths but apart, wrapt up into one place. Then 
that other disciple also went in, who came first to the sepulchre, 
and he saw and believed. For as yet they knew not the Scripture, 
that He must rise again from the dead. So the disciples went 
away again to their homes. And Peter went away wondering in 
himself at that which was come to pass.” — S t. John xx. ; St. 
Luke xxiv. 

W HILE Mary of James, and Salome, hurry away 
terrified from the sepulchre in one direction, 
we will follow Mary Magdalene in spirit as 
she goes back to the Cenacle. Breathlessly she runs 
from the garden, past Calvary, and over the slopes of 
Sion. Love and fear give her wings. She takes no notice 
of the people whom she passes on her road. They look 
at her with astonishment. Perchance some persons kindly 
ask the cause of her sorrow, for every trait of her counte- 
nance bespeaks deep grief. She answers them not, and 
they conclude she is mourning for a dear one, and that, 
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like many Oriental mourners, she prefers not to speak. 
Other passers-by, respecting her grief, ask no questions, 
but merely utter the customary prayer : “ May the Lord 
of consolations comfort you ! Blessed be He who com- 
forteth mourners ! ” Or they addressed each other, say- 
ing : “ Weep for her, all ye that are bitter of heart.” Then 
after gazing at her, as she hurries along and wondering why 
a mourner should act thus, they pass on their respective 
ways. 

Mary Magdalene heeds them not ; she is deaf to all 
the things that touch not her Divine Master. All her 
thoughts are centred in Him. His Body has been taken 
away — this is her one thought, her one sorrow, and it fills 
her cup of woe to the brim. On she speeds, ever repeating 
to herself : “ They have taken away the Lord, and we 
know not where they have laid Him.” 

At last she readies the house of Mary, the mother of 
St. Mark, on the southern slopes of Sion. Here she finds 
St. John, and although Mary the mother of Jesus is in 
that house, we may presume from what we know of Mary 
Magdalene’s unselfish love, that she would refrain from 
telling her that the Body of Jesus had been removed. In 
her ignorance, she imagined that the account of the sepulchre 
having been rifled — as she presumed — would add to the 
grief of the blessed Mother of Sorrows. 

It appears as though “ Simon Peter and the other 
disdple ” were not both to be found under the same roof. 
This is suggested by the repetition of the preposition. 
We are told that “ Mary Magdalene cometh to Simon Peter 
and to the other disdple whom Jesus loved.” Or, as sug- 
gested previously, she may have found them both there, 
as it was now early morning, and the Apostles gathered 
together there at certain times. 

In any case, she found the two Apostles whom she 
sought. It was natural for her to turn to Simon Peter. 
Was he not the head of the Apostolic band in spite of his 
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threefold denial ? Was he not a “ disciple whom Jesus 
loved, St. John being “ the other disciple ” who shared 
this blessed distinction ? It is John who gives this title 
to Peter ; he has no desire to keep this privileged name 
exclusively for himself, and in speaking of the love which 
Jesus bore to both Peter and himself the Evangelist uses 
the Greek verb which signifies the love that exists 

between personal friends. Such, St. John also tells us, was 
the love of Jesus for Lazarus and his two sisters, so that 
the three disciples of Jesus mentioned in the incident on 
which we are meditating were all specially loved by Jesus — 
loved with that personal affection of which every human 
soul has need. We do not want tp be loved merely as one 
of a crowd, but we hunger for something more personal 
and individual . Need we envy these three blessed disciples 
their wondrous privilege ? No, since we ourselves can 
attain to it, for Jesus has said : “ You are my friends if 
you do the things that I command you *’ ; and again : 
“ If you keep My commandments you shall abide in My 
love .” 1 The three links of the spiritual ascent to the 
friendship of Jesus are clearly given — we obey , we abide in 
His love , we are His friends . 

Impetuously, Mary breaks in with her unexpected news 
upon the grief-stricken Apostles. Peter has wept continu- 
ously ever since Jesus looked so tenderly upon him ; he 
cannot forgive himself, and though he has asked pardon of 
God, he yearns to know that his Master has pardoned him. 
But Jesus lies dead in the tomb and never will he receive 
this assurance. So he thinks, for Peter has no hope of a 
glorious Resurrection for His Master, so for the time being 
his grief is irremediable. John, too, is mourning bitterly ; 
so far he has no expectation of ever seeing his Master alive 
again. God has so willed it ; the incredulity and utter 
despair of Jesus* disciples, when they saw Him “ crucified, 
dead and buried/* were to serve as witnesses to that Resur- 

1 St. John xv. 9 et seq . 

IZ2 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




St. Peter and St. John visit the Tomb 

rection which came to them so unexpectedly, that they, 
at first, rejected it. 

Simon Peter and John, horrified at the tidings, lose no 
time in setting out for the sepulchre. They wish to assure 
themselves that the tomb is indeed empty. Mary's 
message was brief and sobs choked her utterance : 
11 They have taken away the Lord." “ They ” have taken 
— she mentions no names, but we may conjecture that she 
refers to the enemies of Jesus. She imagines that they have 
carried their hatred and vengeance beyond the grave and 
outraged His sacred Body. Peter and John think the 
same : they know that none of the Apostles or disciples 
would have disturbed that lifeless Body. Who can have 
removed It ? Peter — ever a man of prompt action — and 
St. John at once leave the house, and hurry on the way 
towards the sepulchre. 

Mary Magdalene does not name her companions ; she 
refers to them indirectly when she says : “ We know not 
where they have laid Him,” but certainly St. John knew 
that his mother, Salome, had gone to the sepulchre for the 
purpose of embalming the dead Body of Jesus. These 
words also show that when Mary went to Peter and John, 
she had as yet seen neither the Angels nor her Risen 
Saviour. 

“ They both did run together.” In their sorrow they 
were united. Because Peter had denied his Master, the 
beloved Apostle did not turn from him with anger and 
contempt. John knew how sorely Peter had been tempted 
in that courtyard. Perhaps he reproached himself for 
having spoken to the portress on that fatal night and in- 
duced her to let Peter come in. He, too, had fled and 
abandoned his Master in Gethsemani, but, above all, John 
had drunk in from Jesus’ teachings those sweet lessons of 
love and mercy. He knew how the Good Shepherd ever 
received the straying sheep and even sought them out, and 
John did likewise with his fallen brother Simon Peter. 
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The words of St. Paul to the Galatians read like a com- 
mentary on St. John's friendship for Peter after the latter's 
denial, and, be it noted in passing, an injury offered to 
one we love dearly cuts us more deeply than any personal 
affront. Listen to the exhortation of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles : “ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in any fault 
. . . instruct such a one in a spirit of meekness, consider- 
ing thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so you shall fulfil the law of Christ ." 1 
There was a time when John — one of the Sons of Thunder 
— had desired to call down fire from heaven upon the 
Samaritans, who had refused to allow Jesus and His dis- 
ciples to pass through their towns, but that was before 
John had stood upon Mount Calvary and heard the Lamb 
of God intercede for His executioners, saying repeatedly : 
“ Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." 

Simon Peter and John hasten on, at first keeping together, 
then, in his eagerness to verify Magdalene's words and being 
younger than his companion, “ that other disciple outran 
Peter, and came first to the sepulchre." How vividly the 
whole scene must have come before the aged Evangelist 
when, some sixty years later, he described the events of 
that grand Resurrection morning ! How true it is that, in 
moments of great stress and anguish, apparently insignifi- 
cant details imprint themselves indelibly on the human 
mind ! 

John, having outrun Peter, reached the sepulchre 
almost breathless. Mary Magdalene drops out of his 
narrative for the moment. He stands there seized with 
reverent awe, and contents himself with bending down to 
look into the inner chamber. John notices the grave- 
cloths lying and sees that the grave is untenanted. He 
cannot see the inner chamber without stooping down, for 
it is two or three feet lower than the vestibule. It is lighter 
now than when the three holy women examined the tomb, 
1 Gal. vi. i. 
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but still there is little light in that recess ; the whiteness of 
the shroud renders it more conspicuous than the actual 
tomb. As John looks at these grave-cloths, he remembers 
how he helped Joseph and Nicodemus to swathe the lacer- 
ated Body of the Lord. Love and awe hold John back 
for the moment, and, as he stands there, perhaps a dimly 
nascent hope rises in his soul. Jesus had said at that last 
Supper : “ You shall see Me again and your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy.” but if some of these consoling thoughts 
recurred to him, incredulity and misapprehension again 
acquired the mastery. As yet the disciples “ knew not 
the Scripture,” that is, they did not believe that their Lord 
would really rise. They looked forward simply to the 
Resurrection of the last day, and interpreted their Master's 
words from that point of view. 

At length Peter reaches the tomb, and instantly he 
enters. His characteristic impetuosity reveals itself. 
He intends to examine the selpuchre himself. John, 
mastering his emotion, follows his companion. Both 
notice the grave-cloths through which the Body of Christ 
has passed, and Peter remarks that the napkin which was 
wound around His head is now lying “ apart.” St. John 
does not here mention our Lord by name, any more than 
Mary did when addressing Jesus Himself. When our minds 
are preoccupied with one person or thing we often act thus, 
concluding that those to whom we speak are as interested 
in the matter as we are ourselves. 

St. Peter appears to have looked carefully round before 
St. John summoned up courage to follow him. There 
were no traces of violence or hasty flight : all was in order. 
Both gazed upon these swathing-bands, both saw the empty 
tomb— empty and yet full, for legions of angels kept watch 
there invisibly. How much more there was in that grave 
than what they saw ! It is ever so, for Heaven is all around 
us, God is “ not far from any one of us,” His holy angels 
are ever at hand to succour and defend us in all our needs. 
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The two Apostles gazed upon the same material things 
— the empty tomb and the linen bands — but the impres- 
sions received, differed considerably. St. John records that 
it was while they were in the sepulchre together, looking at 
the place where the Lord had laid, that full faith in the Re- 
surrection of his Master was enkindled in his soul — “ he 
saw and believed .” Until this moment the meaning of those 
prophecies concerning the Resurrection of the Messias had 
been hidden from the eyes of the disciples. Now, the empty 
tomb, the discarded grave-cloths explained “ the Scripture ” 
that “ He must rise again from the dead.” St. John did not 
refer in these words to the collective prophecies of the 
Resurrection, but to some definite prediction. The expres- 
sion “ the Scripture ” refers to some special passage, whereas 
“ the Scriptures ” always signifies the books of the Old 
Testament in general. 

What “ Scripture” recurred to St. John's mind as he 
stood in the sepulchre on that Easter morning ? The 
devout Jews knew the Psalms well ; daily a portion was 
chanted by the Levites in the Temple, both after the morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice. Perhaps that passage, so well 
known and so explicit, came before the beloved Apostle 
as he stood silently gazing around, and the words explained 
the mystery of the vanished Body : “ Because Thou wilt 
not leave My Soul in hell, nor wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy 
One to see corruption .” 1 Or did St. John remember that 
Isaias had predicted that if the Just and Suffering Servant 
“ shall lay down His life for sin, He shall see a long-lived 
seed ” ? To see a long-lived seed after having suffered 
death gives a promise of resurrection. 

Whatever predictions recurred to St. John, one thing 
is certain, it was only when he stood before the empty 
tomb that he “ saw and believed .” Then only, in virtue of 
the special grace of faith in that blessed mystery, did he grasp 
the true meaning of the sacred prophecies. There lay the 

1 Ps. XV. IO. 
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grave-cloths — the Risen Master needed them no longer, 
the glorious body is clothed in its own raiment of light. 
It was the third day, and Jesus had so often repeated those 
solemn words, “ and the third day rise again.” Often 
John and his fellow-Apostles had heard these predictions, 
but “ they understood none of these things, and this 
word was hid from them, and they understood not the 
things that were said.” 1 How plain it all seemed the 
moment God flooded the soul of St. John with supernatural 
light — not indeed, as yet the fulness of the Pentecostal 
illumination, but a firm faith in the Resurrection of his 
Lord. 

Doubtless the special intercourse which the beloved 
disciple had been privileged to have with our blessed Lady 
had prepared him to accept this truth. She had not pre- 
pared spices nor accompanied the three holy women to 
assist in embalming the dead Body of her Son. Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, knew that her Son would rise again. 
The Angel Gabriel had prophesied that her Son " should 
be great,” and that He would reign in the house of Jacob 
for ever . . . "of His kingdom there should be no end.” * 
Elizabeth had said to her : " Blessed art thou that hast 
believed, because all those things shall be accomplished 
that were spoken to thee by the Lord.” Mary's faith 
was not shaken by the terrible ordeal of Calvary, and we 
may presume that she strove to convince the despairing 
disciples that all was not lost, that Jesus would rise again. 
If the words of Jesus Himself were misunderstood, it is 
not astonishing that our Lady's words should appear 
equally enigmatical. In any case, the Apostle who was 
the first to believe was the adopted son of Mary. 

We may contemplate St. John hurrying back to the 
Cenacle to tell the Blessed Mother of God that on this, the 
third day, the sepulchre is empty, and that this must signify 
that Jesus has indeed risen. John “ saw and believed ” ; 

1 St. Luke xviii. 34. 1 Ibid., i. 31. 
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joy lights up his countenance as he hastens to tell our Lady 
the glad tidings. 

“ With eager feet 

He wends his way, and meets the smile of faith 
Upon the Virgin Mother's face, ere he 
Can tell the proofs of Resurrection. She 
Had grasped the truth. Was not her Son Divine ? 

Could Death enthral the Life ? And had not He 
Whose Heart in sympathy had ever beat, 

Answering to hers, now healed the wound the sword 
Had pierced so keenly, and to her revealed 
The knowledge of the new-born joy, now His, 

Of having ransomed Man from Death and Hell ? 

That joy for which He had endured the Cross, 

Despised the shame, and sanctified for aye 
Humiliation, suffering, and pain." (S. C.) 

Leaving Mary and her adopted son holding sweet inter- 
course concerning Jesus, let us return to Peter. St. John 
tells us that he and his companion, after having examined the 
empty sepulchre, 14 went away again to their own homes/ 1 
and this again seems to point to two dwellings. Peter left 
the sepulchre 44 wondering in himself at that which was 
come to pass/* John believed ; as yet, Peter 44 knew not 
the Scriptures that He must rise again/' but the penitent 
Apostle wondered and pondered over what he had seen. 
Often as he had heard Jesus say that He 44 must suffer many 
things/' and must accomplish the Scriptures by rising 
again, Peter had not grasped and could not grasp this truth. 

God reveals His secrets as and when He wills, and until 
the Holy Ghost speaks interiorly to the soul, until He, 
receiving the things of Jesus, shows them unto us, it is 
impossible for us to rise to the comprehension of super- 
natural truths." Faith is a gift of God," and 44 the Spirit 
breatheth where He will." John “saw and believed ” 
while Peter 44 saw and wondered ." This phenomenon may 
frequently be observed ; one soul sees the beauties and 
reasonableness of the Catholic Faith and receives the gift 
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of faith where another wonders and remains incredulous. 
One soul hears the call to ascend higher in the spiritual 
life, while another, though hearing it, does not understand, 
and remains on a lower plane. Doubtless, we may attri- 
bute John's immediate belief to a special grace given in 
reward to his fidelity, as well as to the influence of our Im- 
maculate Mother. Nor must we pass over the differences 
in the characters of the two Apostles. Friends as they were, 
their friendship was based on contrasts rather than on 
resemblances. 

John was of a receptive, contemplative character, with 
a deep spiritual insight into the things of God. Fidelity 
to duty characterised him, thus he left St. John the Baptist 
the moment the latter pointed out Jesus as the Messias. 
He gave up all for Christ, and showed his deep love for 
his Master by standing close to the cross with the Mother 
of Sorrows. In his youth he was 11 a son of thunder,” but 
as grace and years of labours for Christ did their work, he 
became the Apostle of love. Fittingly is he, who had such 
a deep penetration into the Divine Mysteries, symbolised 
by an eagle. 

Peter was energetic, enterprising to a fault, but devoted, 
like St. John, to our Lord. Peter's strong, ardent love 
often led him to overstep the bounds of respect, as when 
he rebuked our Lord for speaking of the Passion. But 
Peter had a strong will, courage to endure for his Master, 
and, if he failed in the high priest's house, it was because 
he had presumed too much on his own strength, and 
“ pride goeth before a fall.” Peter never failed in love for 
his Master. The bitter experience of that night seems to 
have borne fruit, for Peter did not, with his usual vehemence, 
declare that someone had certainly taken the Body away, 
that there could be no question of Resurrection; more 
humble after his sin, he went home “ wondering.” But 
the first gleam of light had lit up his darkness, soon the 
joyful news of the Resurrection would be explicitly pro- 
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mulgated, and before the sun set on that glorious Easter 
day, Peter had seen and conversed with his Risen Lord. 



SUMMARY FOR MEDITATION 

First Prelude . — Contemplate St. Mary Magdalene, as she 
runs from the garden to tell Simon Peter and John that the 
Lord's body is no longer in the sepulchre. 

Second Prelude . — Ask for grace to seek Jesus earnestly, to 
strive to know Him daily better, never to rest — should we 
have the misfortune to lose His interior Presence by mortal 
sin — until we have found Him again by contrition and ab- 
solution. 

First Point , — Mary Magdalene hurries from the sepulchre. 
She finds Simon Peter and John, and tells them her grief : 
“ They have taken away the Lord's body, and we know not 
where they have laid Him." 

Second Point , — Peter and John go at once to the garden. 
John outruns Peter, and waits for him at the sepulchre. Peter 
arrives, enters, and examines the empty tomb. John also 
goes in. They see the grave-doths and the empty tomb. 

Third Point , — Note the different effects produced by the 
sight. John sees and believes in the Resurrection ; he hurries 
home to tell our Lady, who has full faith in this blessed 
mystery. Peter sees and wonders . God gives spiritual dis- 
cernment as He wills , when and to whom He chooses. 

Colloquy . — Ask for the gift of a firm faith and hope in 
God's promises. Pray for grace to look upon all earthly things 
in their true bearing upon our eternal salvation. Pray for 
intelligence in the things of God, and for docility to the 
inspirations of the Holy Spirit. Invoke our Lady and these 
two Apostles, that by their intercession you may hold fast 
to God's promises. 
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X 



JESUS APPEARS TO ST. MARY 
MAGDALENE 

Harmonised Narrative. — “ But Mary stood without at the 
sepulchre weeping. Whilst she was then weeping, she stooped 
down, and looked into the sepulchre. And she saw two angels in 
white sitting, one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had been laid. They say to her : Woman, why 
weepest thou ? She said to them : Because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him. W T hen she 
had said these words, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, 
and she knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her : Woman, 
why weepest thou ? whom seekest thou ? She, thinking that it 
was the gardener, saith to Him : Sir, if thou hast taken Him away, 
tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus 
saith to her : Mary. She, turning, saith to Him : Rabboni, that 
is to say, Master. Jesus saith to her : Do not touch me ; for I 
have not yet ascended to My Father ; but go to My brethren, and 
say to them : I ascend to My Father and to your Father, to My 
God and to your God. But He rising early the first day of the 
week, appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast 
seven devils. She went and told them that had been with Him, 
the disciples who were mourning and weeping: 1 have seen the 
Lord, and these things He said to me. And they hearing that He 
was alive, and had been seen by her, did not believe." — S t. John 
xx. ; St. Mark xvi. 

A FTER Peter and John had gone “ away again to 
their homes/' Mary Magdalene, who had returned 
^ to the garden, stood by the sepulchre weeping. St. 
Augustine remarks that “ a stronger affection chained to 
the spot, one of a weaker nature." This brave, loving 
follower of Jesus could not make up her mind to leave the 
sepulchre. She remained there the very image of grief, all 
hope now engulphed in her Lethe of woe. Watch her as she 
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keeps her vigil. Well may she grieve, for Jesus was her 
All-in- All, and, as she imagines. He is still numbered with 
the dead. Not only has He passed out of her life, but His 
sacred Body has been removed. When our dear ones have 
left us, we treasure their portraits or some little t hing which 
was once theirs. These objects have a special value, since 
they remind us of those whom God has called hence, these 
keepsakes seem like links which, in a sense, keep them near 
to us. Of these treasured objects to which the heart clings, 
the mortal remains — the ashes of the dead — hold the first 
place. Thus when a man is drowned at sea and his body 
cannot be recovered, it adds to the sorrow of his relatives — 
they cannot even visit his tomb and pray beside it. Some- 
thing of Jesus remained for Mary, as long as she could show 
her love and respect to His dead Body. Now that was gone 
she remains by the sepulchre weeping aloud. 

“ Blessed are they that mourn ” for the absence of 
Jesus ; “ the tears shed for Christ do not lose their reward, 
nor is it long before love for Him bears fruit — nay, rather 
will grace and swift recompense follow speedily in the train 
of pain .” 1 But Mary's grief does not reduce her to in- 
action ; she is determined to find her Divine Master — to 
save His precious Body from insults. We may apply to 
this ardent lover of Jesus, the words of the Spouse of Christ 
in the Canticle of Canticles : “ In my bed by night, I sought 
Him whom my soul loveth ; I sought Him, and found Him 
not. I will rise and go about the city. In the streets and 
broad ways I will seek Him whom my soul loveth : I 
sought Him, and found Him not.” * 

Once more Mary stoops down and looks into the 
sepulchre. Is it really empty ? Has not the body been 
put back ? Seeking the dead, Mary finds the living — not 
as yet, indeed, her Beloved, but His messenger of hope. 
There, in the inner chamber, keeping watch over “ the 
place where the Lord had laid,” two angels were seated, 
“ one at the head and the other at the feet ” of the empty 

1 St Cyprian in Joan, lib. xii. 1 Cant. iii. i. 
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grave. The grave-cloths were still there; angels were 
there, but Mary sees not her Lord. Before manifesting 
Himself to her, He desires to prepare her soul for that 
blessed vision. The effulgence of the angelic sentinels lit 
up that hallowed cave. As “ one cherub on the one side, 
and the other on the other side, stood over the Ark of the 
Testimony ” 1 in the Holy of Holies, so these Angels of the 
Resurrection kept their watch in the sepulchre, guarding 
it from the foes of Jesus, and waiting there to console His 
faithful disciples. God the Father has given His Angels 
charge concerning Him ; they have a blessed work to do 
for their Master. Joyfully they fulfil His commands, as 
ready to deliver a message of love to the woman who had 
been a sinner, out of whom Jesus had cast seven devils, as to 
announce the mystery of the Incarnation to the pure, lowly 
Virgin of Nazareth, for “ Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent to minister for them, who shall receive the 
inheritance of salvation ? ” * 

The Angels are the first to break the solemn silence. 
Sitting in all their majestic beauty, they ask one question : 
" Woman, why weepest thou ? ” They knew well. Had 
they not witnessed the awful tragedy of Calvary ? Did 
they not know that the Lord had risen, whose Body she 
was seeking ? Yes, these blessed spirits knew the cause 
of her sorrow, but they ask the question in order to show 
their sympathy and to console her by giving her an oppor- 
tunity of telling them her sorrow. The Angels of God, 
who share our joys, who rejoice over the conversion of a 
sinner, are not indifferent to the tears of men, they are our 
fellow servants and our brethren . 8 

Mary Magdalene answers their question in all simplicity : 
“ Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid Him.” She manifests no fear or 
excitement on seeing these Angels — she seems to treat 
them as men and almost with indifference. Why was 
this, why does she behave so differently from the other 
1 Exod. xxv. 22. 1 Heb. L 14. • Cf. Apoc. xxii. 9. 
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holy women ? “ They were afraid and bowed down . . . 
to the ground/' so that the Angel had to reassure them 
saying, “ Fear not you.” Mary is not terrified, because 
one idea has taken possession of her mind — they have taken 
away her Lord and she must find Him. She is indifferent 
to all except her Divine Master. To a soul that seeks God, 
angels cannot suffice. We have an example of calmness 
in presence of an angelic messenger very similar in the 
narrative of Agar's grief when the boy Ismael was dying 
of thirst “ in the wilderness of Bersabee.” 1 Having placed 
her child “ under one of the trees . . . she sat over against 
him a great way off . . . for she said, “ I will not see the 
boy die,” and there the desolate mother “ lifted up her 
voice and wept.” But God had compassion upon her, 
and “ an Angel of God called to Agar from heaven, saying : 
“ What art thou doing. Agar ? fear not ; for God hath 
heard the voice of the boy.” Then “ God opened her eyes 
and she saw a well of water,” and her child's life was spared. 
Agar feared for her boy, but she manifested no terror upon 
hearing the Angel's voice, because one thought alone was 
present to her mind — the fate of her child. 

“ They have taken away.” Mary had used the same 
words to the two Apostles, and certainly they knew to 
whom Mary referred. But she does not stop to reflect 
that these two angels might require some further explana- 
tion. Nor did they, in truth, for, as we have said above, 
legions of angels were present in Gethsemani, in the Prae- 
torium, on Calvary, in Joseph's garden when Jesus was 
laid to rest. Mary Magdalene speaks for herself now, 
hence she says : “ my Lord ” and “ I know not where they 
have laid Him.” The personal note predominates, and 
naturally, for when speaking to the Apostles, she related 
what she and her two companions had discovered, whereas 
here she merely answers the angel's sympathetic question. 

How truly Jesus was the personal Friend of Mary 
Magdalene ! Well might she call Him “ my Lord/' for 
1 Gen. xxi. 14 et seq. 
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He had forgiven her “ many sins, raised her from the lowest 
stage of social degradation, and admitted her into the band 
of ministering women. He “ loved Lazarus and Martha and 
Mary.” He had often stayed with them in Bethania ; He had 
raised Lazarus from the dead. In return, Mary Magdalene 
loved Jesus with all the powers of her soul. He Himself 
praised her because she “ loved much.” How blessed are 
those who strive to attain to this life of intimate personal 
union with Christ. Those who cannot think of Jesus 
otherwise than as the Saviour and the Lord, have not the 
same loving confidence and intimate fellowship with Him 
which is granted to the soul that sees in Jesus a personal 
Saviour. The Spouse in the Canticle speaks of her Beloved, 
Mary Magdalene sought her Lord, St. Thomas recognised 
Jesus as his Lord and his God, our Immaculate Mother 
rejoiced in God her Saviour. 

“ I know not where they have laid Him .” She does 
not mention Him by name ; because her soul is full of the 
thought of Jesus, she imagines that those to whom she 
speaks are equally occupied with Him. Having said these 
words, Mary “ turned herself back.” She had no desire to 
continue the conversation ; she desired to seek her Lord's 
dead Body. St. John no doubt learnt from St. Mary Mag- 
dalene herself, the details of the scene he describes so 
graphically, that it seems to take place in our presence. 

At this moment, Mary Magdalene " saw Jesus standing,” 
but she did not recognise Him. He had been there all the 
time, as He is ever close to those who suffer and who seek 
Him. He is waiting to fulfil the Divine promise : “ Before 
they call, I will hear ; as they are yet speaking, I will hear .” 1 
Though in the very presence of her Risen Saviour, Mary 
Magdalene as yet “ knew not that it was Jesus.” As we 
contemplate this touching scene, as we look at the group 
standing before that empty tomb, what thoughts rush in 
upon us ! What reverent awe fills our souls ! We note 
the garden flooded with the rays of the morning sun, 
1 Isa. lxv. 24. 
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lighting up the Sepulchre, and close to it we see Mary Mag- 
dalene, the sorrow-stricken, faithful penitent ; behind her 
stand the two angels, in front of her, the Incarnate Son of 
God, the Risen Saviour. 

Her Lord was so close to her, the One for whom she wept 
so bitterly, and, like Rachel “ weeping for her children, 
would not be comforted ” until she had found His sacred 
Body. How tenderly the Risen Saviour looked upon this 
loving disciple, whose yearning desire to possess her Lord 
once more — even though dead— excluded all else from her 
mind. Jesus loved and pitied her. As the Spouse of the 
Canticles exclaims : “ Behold, He standeth behind our 
wall looking through the windows, looking through the 
lattices. ,, 1 But He willed to prepare Mary Magdalene for 
the revelation of Himself, to deepen her longing that He 
might satisfy it more fully. 

Various reasons have been suggested by the Fathers as 
to why Mary Magdalene did not recognise Jesus — for ex- 
ample, it has been conjectured that she did not look up, 
that grief blinded her eyes and benumbed her faculties, 
that Jesus’ glorious body had changed Its appearance, 
that He showed Himself under another form, that her “ eyes 
were held,” like those of the disciples of Emmaus. As 
various causes frequently combine to produce a given effect, 
several of these explanations may be correct. In any case, 
Mary Magdalene, in common with the Apostles, had not 
the slightest hope of ever seeing her Lord alive again. It 
was true that Lazarus had come back from the grave ; 
Jesus had called him forth, but who could raise Jesus Him- 
self ? The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus appear to have 
completely extinguished the faint and intermittent sparks 
of faith which His disciples had had in his Divinity. If 
Simon Peter and Martha alike confessed their faith in 
Christ as “ the Son of the Living God,” it is certain that 
they did not realise the full import of their confession. In 
each case the sudden interior illumination which had 
1 Cant. v. 1 7. 
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caused them to make their act of faith in the Divinity of 
Christ, had given place to a darkness which might be felt, 
like that which of old overshadowed Egypt and like it, this 
darkness 44 lasted three days ." What is true of St. Peter and 
Martha, applies with equal force to the rest of the disciples. 

Mary Magdalene therefore did not expect to see Jesus 
alive, and as it has been truly said : 44 We see only that 

which we have the inward power of seeing.* * Seeking her 
dead Lord, Mary Magdalene had tinned away from her 
companions and even from the Angels. It has been 
asked : 44 Why did she not question the Angels and beg 
their assistance ? ** St. John Chrysostom conjectures that 
Mary 44 turned herself back ** when she had answered the 
Angels* question, because she noticed a wondrous expression 
of awe and reverence upon the countenance of these heavenly 
sentinels, and she turned back to see whom they were thus 
reverencing. Again, if as we know by experience, we often 
have an intuitive consciousness of the presence of a person 
without having seen or heard him, how much more would 
this hold good of the Incarnate Son of God ? 

Jesus addresses His faithful disciple. He saith to her : 
44 Woman, why weepest thou ? Whom seekest thou ? ** 
It is ever a blessed moment when Jesus speaks to the soul, 
even though, at first, she does not recognise His voice. 
Our Lord's question amplifies that put by the Angels. He 
shows that He knows she is seeking a person — not a thing 
merely. By thus interpreting her grief and revealing His 
sympathy. He wins her confidence. Mary does not, as yet, 
recognise His voice : she takes this unknown stranger to 
be Joseph's gardener, and consequently a friend. 44 She 
saith to Him : Sir, if thou hast taken Him away, tell me 
where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away." 

Still the dead Body is the one object of her search. She 
can rise no higher as yet. Though the Living One stands 
beside her, she persists in seeking the dead. How lightly 
she estimates, or rather passes, over difficulties. 44 1 mil 
take Him away” Love knows no obstacles, admits no impos- 
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sibilities, and Mary Magdalene stands out as a type of that 
true charity which " beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things / * 1 Her brave love 
will have its reward, though not in the way that she thinks. 

Mary Magdalene takes Jesus to be the gardener, and in 
truth He is the Divine Gardener who cultivates the enclosed 
garden of His Church. He is “ the Dresser of thS vine- 
yard/' In the garden of His Church He sows the seed of 
virtues and cultivates the choicest flowers — there we find 
saints, martyrs, virgins, confessors. Every virtue that 
blooms in the soul of a Christian is due to the Divine Gar- 
dener's planting and toil. Jesus is also the Gardener of 
Nature, since “ in Him were all things created in heaven 
and in earth, visible and invisible ... all things were 
created by Him and in Him (i.e. unto His Glory." 2 Jesus 
shares the title of Creator with the Eternal Father and the 
Holy Ghost. This being so, every flower that perfumes 
the air, every tree that waves in the wind, is the actual work 
of Jesus, the Divine Gardener. St. Ignatius develops this 
thought in the fourth week (or part) of His Spiritual Exer- 
cises, where he represents God as living and working in all 
created things. It is a great help to a spiritual life, when 
we learn to rise to Nature's God. This explains how some 
saints fell into an ecstasy, when contemplating a simple 
flower. A devout writer has truly said : “ Every flower 
that blows was once a thought in the mind of my Saviour, 
and every wave of loveliness that charms me began in 
Him, passed on, at last reached my heart as its strand 
and broke there." 

Once more, we note how Mary, addressing the supposed 
gardener, still speaks of her Lord as “ Him." She mentions 
no name, for Joseph's servant will surely know of whom 
she is speaking, whom she is seeking, and who, unknown 
to Mary, is seeking her. 

The rapturous moment of the manifestation is now 
close at hand. The prophetic words will be realised : “ If 
1 i Cor. xiii. 7. 1 Col. i. 16. 
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